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ABSTRACT 

Sumsiana. The Students’ Ability in Writing Paragraph in Second Semester of English 

Department of IAIN Parepare.(Supervised by Mujahidah and Muh. Yusuf). 

One of the English skills that students must acquire is writing.The students 
must receive sufficient writing instruction in order to acquire it.The purpose of this 
study was to determine the students' ability to write paragraphs in the second 
semester of the English department at IAIN parepare. These practices are intended to 
improve students' writing and thinking skills. 

The teacher and the students benefited from the study's findings because they 
received accurate information about their ability to write paragraph text.Purposive 
sampling selected 20 students as the study's samples.The quantitative design of the 
writing paragraph test was followed by the researcher.The method of gathering data 
through the use of tests. 

The data was analysed by using descriptive analysis showed. The result of the 
study that. average score for 73.84 which categorize for good category. The score of 
<39 were 0 student, it showed that, no one student who get score in <39, no one score 
of 40-55,  score of 56-65 were 1 student which presentation of  5% , score of 66-79 
were 14 student which presentation of 70% , score of 80-100  were 5 students  which 
presentation of 25% of 100%. This result may become the valid indicator getting to 
the conclusion of the research. 

Keyword: Students Ability, Writing Paragraph Text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

English is one of the subjects that all secondary and undergraduate students 

must take. In addition, many schools today teach English as a second language, such 

as immersion, pilot project, and international schools. In some schools, the learning 

process is carried out in both Indonesian and English. It indicates that locals are 

aware of the significance of English.
1
 

People all over the world use English because it has evolved into one of the 

communication bridges.English is therefore referred to as an international 

language.English has been declared to be the first foreign language taught in schools 

in Indonesia and has been included in the education curriculum.From elementary 

school through university, English is taught. 

The ability of students to express themselves creatively through writing is the 

goal of writing instruction.With academic writing, particularly paragraph texts, 

students can interact.Students can master the general structure, features of language, 

vocabulary, and mechanics of paragraph writing.Students can comprehend the 

purpose of writing. 

Writing is one of the English language's skills for expressing or conveying 

emotions.According to Harmer, writing is a means of expressing one's thoughts or 

emotions in written form.Therefore, it is essential for language learners to acquire 

writing skills in order to facilitate written communication.Writing is focused on the 

                                                           
1Agus Rofi‟i, Dwi Rukmini and Rudi Hartono. “Improving Students’ Motivation In Writing 

Descriptive Texts By Using The Mind Mapping Technique”. English Education Journal. Vol. 4 No. 2, 

November 2014, p.115 
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various types of texts, including paragraph texts, in junior high school.
2
 

A paragraph is a collection of related sentences that develop a single central 

idea or topic. There are five basic components to a good paragraph: a topic, a topic 

sentence, supporting sentences, unity and coherence in the concluding sentence, and 

sufficient development. 

The students' condition demonstrated numerous issues with performing 

writing, suggesting that students may encounter numerous issues when beginning to 

write, whether it be general writing or other writing. This study will determine the 

students' ability to write paragraphs. This issue was derived from the researcher's pre 

observation, which revealed that students had low proficiency in a variety of writing 

activities, pointing to a lack of writing in this school after a brief conversation. 

Based on the problem which appear at school, the research are interested do 

identify the students ability in doing writing activities, the researcher try to conduct 

this writing skill to the paragraph text, the reason of choosing paragraph because of 

the students materials at second grade refers to the paragraph text. 

The researcher finally conducts the research with the tittle of students‟ ability 

writing paragraph in second semester of English department of IAIN parepare.  

B. Research Question 

Based on the background of the study above, the research try to formulate 

research question that how is the students‟ ability in writing paragraph in second 

semester of English department of IAIN Parepare? 

 

                                                           
2Yusri Apriani Margaretha Turnip, Fransiska Vanny Guitara Marbun, Anita Lovita Girsang 

and Sri Ninta Tarigan, “An Analysis Of Students’ Ability In Writing Descriptive Texts”. Linguistics, 

English Education and Art (LEEA) Journal. Vol. 3 No. 1, December 2019, p.173-174 



3 
 

 
 

C. The Objective of the Research 

The objectives of this research are to find out the students‟ ability in writing 

paragraph in second semester of English department of IAIN parepare. This research 

closely for surveying the students‟ ability after teaching writing skill. 

D. Significance of Research 

The significance of the research is theoretically and practically. 

1. Theoretical Significances 

This study's findings reveal significant information about students' paragraph 

writing skills. It is anticipated that it will contribute to the enhancement of 

students' writing skills. Additionally, this study could serve as a useful 

resource for other researchers looking to conduct research on a similar topic. 

2. Practical Significances 

This research may provide teachers with a fundamental understanding of 

either the most effective media or how to improve students' writing skills.
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Research Finding 

Many researcher have conducted their research on the quality of summative 

test made by English teacher. Their findings are consecutively presented below: 

1. The first study is ― Zulaikah, Eka Agustina on her research An Analysis 

Student‟s Ability in Writing Paragraphof Second Semester of English 

Educational Program at STKIP Nurul Huda Oku Timur. This study was 

paragraph research. The result of this study was about the students‟ writing 

ability in paragraphwas analyzed based on score classification. In this case, the 

highest score categorized as in good level, this result caused of the students 

performing on their writing activities while the lowest results categorized as 

average level. It can be concluded that the writing paragraphskill of the second 

semester of English educational program in STKIP Nurul Huda was in average 

level, it showed from the result of the students answer, their writing showed 

several error constructing on their subject, which also many error in in several 

rule of tenses, in other hand, students ability identified from the students result of 

their writing result. 
1
 

2. The Second study is ―Ade Dwi Jayanti which tittle Enhancing Students Writing 

Ability on Paragraphby Word Order Rule at SMPN 12 Padang. The result of this 

study was 
 
The results of the research concluded that students‟ ability in writing 

identification was Good to Average, students‟ ability in writing paragraph was 

                                                           
 1Zulaikah, Eka Agustina , An Analysis Student’s Ability in Writing Descriptive Text of Second 

Semester of English Educational Program at STKIP Nurul Huda Oku Timur (a thesis: jambi 

university,2015) 
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Fair to Poor, students‟ ability in language use was Very Poor, conducted from pre 

and posttest, students‟ ability in using word order was Fair to poor, and students‟ 

ability in using subject was Fair to Poor. Then students‟ ability in using verb 

form in Good to Fair. This result showed in students‟ ability in enhancing 

performing for the students after implemented word order rule. After doing pre 

and posttest, the students get enhancing from their writing performing. Mostly 

students know the basic concept of the writing while mastering word order may 

help them in doing any writing test.
 2

 

3. The Third study is -- Junita Siahaan is enttitled “An analysis of students‟ ability 

and difficulties in writing paragraph texts”. The students‟ writing result 

percentage in organization aspects is good while in fluency or structure was very 

good (article fair auxiliary verb fair tense good, pronoun fair, preposition poor, 

pluralization poor and conjunction fair Meanwhile, the students writing result 

percentage in the word choice aspects was good (noun fair, verb poor adverb 

good and adjective good) and the students‟ writing result percentage in mechanic 

was good ( spelling good, punctuation fair, and capitalization good). From the 

explanation above, this research concluded that the most students‟ problem faced 

in writing in organization aspects in which the percentage score was fair. It was 

consider as the lowest percentage level of skill. It caused very hard for the 

students in comprehending mechanic aspect toward their writing activities.
2
 

 

                                                           
 2Ade Dwi Jayanti, Enhancing Students Writing Ability on Descriptive Text by Word Order 

Rule at SMPN 12 Padang (Ejournal;Magelang, 2014) 

2Siahaan J. An Analysis of Students Abilities and Difficulties in Writing Descriptive Texts. 

Indonesia University.2013 
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B. Some  Pertinent Ideas 

1. The Concept of  Writing Skill 

a.  Definition of Writing 

One of the English skills that students must acquire is writing.The 

students must receive sufficient writing instruction in order to acquire it.The 

purpose of these practices is to improve students' writing skills and encourage 

them to write well.Effective writing cannot be achieved without 

practice.Writing is a language skill that allows people to communicate 

indirectly even when they are unable to communicate face to face.Writing is an 

important part of the learning process because it allows writers to explore their 

own knowledge and what they are thinking to others, which is difficult for the 

majority of people.
3
 

Students can improve their English language skills, such as grammar 

and vocabulary, through writing activities. Writing is an important part of any 

language course because of the close connection between writing and thinking. 

We can try to make sense of our thoughts and ideas by writing them down. 

Students' vocabulary, idioms, and grammatical structure can be imposed 

through writing. Writing serves the following functions: to converse with a 

reader, to express one's thoughts without being subjected to the pressure of a 

face-to-face conversation, to investigate a topic, to record one's experience, and 

to become familiar with the rules of English written discourse (a 

text).According to the Raimes, writing is very helpful in our lives because it 

                                                           

3Sue palmer , How to Teach Writing Across the Curriculum ,Second Edition, (London:: 

Routledge, 2011), P. 42 
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allows us to communicate with a reader and express our ideas. We can use 

writing to express everything we are thinking, feeling, or thinking about.
4
 

b. Elements of Writing 

Students must adhere to the fundamental requirements of correct 

grammar, punctuation, diction, and spelling in writing. Writing consists of five 

components: grammar, vocabulary, organization, content, mechanics, and 

organization 

1) Organization 

When writing, organization is critical. Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue 

say that the structure of writing is made up of three main parts. Topic sentence, 

supporting detail, and conclusion are included. The main idea of the paragraph 

is stated in the topic sentence. By providing examples, facts, statistics, and 

quotations, supporting detail will strengthen it. In contrast, the paragraph's 

conclusion provides the reader with important information to keep in mind. 

2) Content 

The content is comprehensive and knowledgeable. The writing must 

convey a message and use language that is simple, clear, and concise. More 

specifically, its content discusses and explains a particular subject. 

3) Grammar 

Grammar is a subject that we will unquestionably encounter while 

learning English. The structure of language is grammar. A sentence will be 

                                                           
4Ade Dwi Jayanti, “Students’ Writing Ability on English Descriptive Text at Grade VIII in 

SMPN 33 Padang”. Academic Journal of English Language and Education. Vol. 3 No. 1, 2019, p.71-

74 
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perfect if it is structured correctly. In addition to English, this structure is 

utilized in all languages. 

4) Vocabulary 

In learning English, what we shouldn't ignore is vocabulary. This 

vocabulary is very important. Without having a lot of vocabulary, no one can 

communicate effectively and express ideas in oral and written form. 

5) Mechanics 

The term "composing mechanics" refers to how words appear on paper, 

including how they are spelled or arranged. For instance, it is a matter of 

mechanics why the first word of a paragraph is usually indented.
5
 

c. Types of Writing 

According to H. Douglas Brown, there are three types of writing: 

academic writing, personal writing, and writing about one's job. Oshima and 

Hogue assert that academic writing is the type of writing expected in college or 

university settings; for instance, papers, general subject reports, essays, 

compositions, journals, responses to short answer tests, and technical reports 

like dissertations, lab reports, and so on. Second, writing about jobs is one of 

the types of writing that informs and persuades with facts and practical 

information; messages, emails, letters, memos, reports, schedules, labels, 

advertisements, announcements, and annuals, amongst others Thirdly, personal 

writing is written with personal opinions and feelings in place of facts or 

evidence; for instance, greeting cards, invitations, notes, calendar entries, 

shopping lists, reminders, financial documents, forms, questions, medical 

                                                           
5Thomas S. Kane, The Oxford Essential Guide to Writing, (NY: Berkley, 2000), p.15 
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reports, immigration documents, diaries, personal journals, and responses. The 

researcher uses academic writing as a form of writing for this study.
6
 

According to a different source, there are four different kinds of 

paragraphs: narrative paragraph, persuasive paragraph, explanatory paragraph, 

and recount paragraph. The following is an explanation: 

1)  The simplest and most natural form of writing is the narrative paragraph, 

which can be based on facts, imagination, or a combination of the two. 

You are not telling a story in the narrative essay; rather, you are using a 

story to support, demonstrate, or illustrate a clearly stated thesis. 

2) A paragraph is a paragraph that gives the reader a "word picture" of a 

particular person, a particular flavor, a particular location, or the 

appearance of a particular object. 

3) A persuasive paragraph is one that aims to persuade or convince other 

people that they ought to believe or act. In persuasive writing, your goal 

should be to change your reader's mind, behavior, or beliefs as well as 

inform them. 

4) Explanatory paragraph An exposition paragraph, also known as an 

explanatory paragraph, provides readers with an explanation of something. 

5) Text that recounts a story, action, or activity is known as recount text. 

Recall texts typically tell stories about things that happened in the past.
7
 

 

 

                                                           
6H. Douglas Brown, Language Assessment Principles and Classroom Practices, (NY: 

Pearson Longman, 2004), p.219 
7Christensen, J. A., Building Writing Skill Composition.( USA: Mc Dougal, littell and 

Company,1997) 
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There were some types of writing, are: 

1) Narrative Writing 

The most fundamental form of storytelling is narrative writing: It all comes 

down to sharing a character's experience. It could be a long story or a short 

story; It can last for a few minutes or years; It could be true or false. 

Many of the most common elements of storytelling are utilized in narrative 

writing, including the plot, character, setting, conflict, emotion, and the care 

message you want to convey. You can also use tried-and-true story archetypes 

or narrative structures, such as the hero's journey, coming-of-age, and rags-to-

riches, to shape your writing. 

2) Descriptive writing  

Descriptive writing is about more than just making your story pretty. “Great 

description accomplishes four things. It immerses the reader and gives them a 

„felt experience.‟ It also establishes, enhances, or changes the tone of the 

story. It can compel the reader forward into the story, especially if you include 

something that‟s surprising or unexpected into your description. It can give 

the reader a sense of the internal state of your character.” 

3) Persuasive writing 

Making your point is the most important part of persuasive writing. The 

objective is to thoughtfully express your opinion or, even better, to actually 

persuade the reader of a point of view or idea. Persuasive writing is the way to 

go if you want to convince people to take action for a cause or take a strong 

stance on a topic. 
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4) Expository writing  

The purpose of expository writing is to provide information or an explanation 

of a subject. The reader will simply learn something from the text. 

The goal of expository writing should be to answer a reader's questions about 

a topic: Consider the standard "who, what, why, when, and how" questions. 

You want to make sure that everything is laid out clearly and that no jargon or 

overly technical language is used that could make people confused. If you 

want your expository writing to be as useful as possible, try approaching it 

from a beginner's perspective. 

5)  Creative writing 

Writing that deviates from the aforementioned styles or even unexpectedly 

combines them is considered creative writing. The real objective of creative 

writing is to discover novel approaches to storytelling that can awe and awe 

readers.
8
 

d. Criteria of Good Writing 

There is no easy method for learning to write here. There is no one-size-

fits-all method, shortcut, or set of tricks. It is not necessary to learn a few skills 

or memorize rules. Writing well is difficult for the simple reason that writing 

well requires clear thinking.And it's never easy to think clearly. All good 

writing starts with clear thinking. It doesn't matter if you want to write poetry, 

fiction, news reports, articles for magazines, essays, or sermons. What sets one 

                                                           
8 Discover Online Classes in Writing, “The Types of  Writing ,” (Accesss on February 

24th2022). 
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type of writing apart from another is less important than what is shared by all 

good writing. 

What is it that requires clear thought in order for us to write well? Sadly, 

there is no straightforward solution to this. However, for the time being, we 

may attempt to narrow the considerations down to three broad categories, 

according to Robert Louis Stevenson. They might be defined in terms of 

various aspects of writing: 

1) The Medium 

A writer writes in a language—the substance, in a sense—through 

which he exerts his force and conveys his thoughts and emotions. A writer must 

adhere to certain rules and usages in order to use this language to its fullest 

potential or, in some cases, to be understood at all. Grammar, for instance, is a 

component of the medium itself. Another aspect is rhythm, which may have a 

significant impact on the reader even if he is unaware of it. Beyond the bare 

dictionary definitions of each word, diction the qualities of those words is 

another aspect. This book will cover these and other related topics, but for the 

time being, all that matters is that we recognize them as representing aspects of 

the medium—language itself. 

2) The subject 

A writer discusses something in their work. The something could be his 

own emotions, such as love or hate, or it could also be the aerodynamics theory. 

However, in both instances, he has a subject that is distinct from all other 

potential subjects. 
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In some ways, the treatment will be determined by the subject's 

characteristics. For instance, if a writer wants to explain a process, such as how 

to run a physics experiment or build a log cabin, he will need to arrange his 

material with some reference to the process's chronological order. If he is trying 

to explain why he loves or hates someone, he probably will focus on character 

traits that don't need to be tied to time; As a result, his order of the information 

may not have been chronological but rather in terms of importance levels. 

Additionally, differences in diction may be dictated by the subject. For 

instance, if the author is attempting to explain the steps involved in a physics 

experiment, his language will be dry, technical, and precise. 

3) The Occasion 

Thirdly, a writer writes about a unique event or circumstance. We could 

say that this situation has three fundamental components: the writer's 

motivation, the reader's character, and the author-reader relationship.
9
 

An expert identifies four characteristics of a good paragraph: unity, 

completeness, order, and coherence. These characteristics will be discussed 

below: 

1) Unity  

Unity indicates that the subject of the paragraph is the focus of each 

sentence. If every sentence develops a single central idea, a paragraph is 

cohesive.If the main idea of a paragraph is not developed or supported, the 

paragraph lacks unity. To put it another way, unity indicates that each and 

every sentence directly supports the topic sentence.  

                                                           
9Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren, Fundamentals of Good Writing, (NY: Harcourt, 

Brace and Company, 1950), p.1-3 
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2) Completeness  

The development of the paragraph is adequate. As a result, the writer needs 

to convey the main idea to the reader in sufficient detail. A complete 

paragraph conveys the truth to the reader and provides sufficient 

information.  

3) Order in paragraph  

It can be accomplished by arranging the paragraph's information in a 

desired order. The topic of a paragraph, the purpose of the writing, the 

writer's preference, and other factors influence its order.  

4) Coherence  

Coherence signifies adhesion. A paragraph's coherence can be achieved by 

linking sentences together. In order for ideas to stick together, each 

sentence should be closely related to the previous one. Coherence also 

indicates that the paragraph's information is well-organized, logically 

arranged, and simple to follow.
10

 

Karl states that there are some characteristic of good writing material. 

They were: 

6) The focus of the material ought to be earning rather than teaching. 

They should concentrate on assisting students in the creation of their 

own learning strategies. 

7) The content should be original. In order to keep students' attention on 

the material they are learning, they should provide stimulating 

activities.  

                                                           
10Lindbolm, Peter, The Elements of Writing. (New York: Me Milan Publishing Co. Inc.1983) 
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8) They should be related to the interests of the student. In addition, the 

material should include a variety of text and activity types to pique the 

student's interest in writing. 

9) The content ought to be task-based. They should use deliberate tastes 

to inspire students to learn and demonstrate the value of writing. 

10) The material should be useful. They ought to handle communication in 

real life.
11

 

b. The process 

We will want to involve students in the writing process when they are 

writing. This typically entails planning what we are going to write, drafting 

it, reviewing and editing what we have written, and finally producing a 

satisfactory final version in the "real world." 

1) Planning   

The process of planning what they will write is called planning. They try 

to decide what they want to say before beginning to write or type. Writers 

must consider three main issues when planning. They must first think 

about the purpose of their writing because it will affect, among other 

things, the kinds of text they want to write, the language they use, and the 

information they choose to include. Second, experienced writers consider 

the audience they are writing for, as this will influence not only the 

structure of their writing (such as how paragraphs are organized, how 

they are laid out, etc.), but also the choice of language, such as whether 

                                                           
11 Kartl, Creative Classroom Activities (Washington, D.C: Unites State Information agency, 

1995), p. 155. 
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the tone is formal or informal. Thirdly, authors must take into account 

how the place's content is organized—how to best arrange the 

information, ideas, or arguments they have chosen to include. 

2) Drafting 

It refers to the initial draft of a piece of writing. Most of the time, this first 

"go" at a text is done with the idea that it will be changed later. During the 

editing stage of the writing process, a number of drafts may be created 

before the final version is created. 

3) Editing (reflecting and revising) 

After completing a draft, authors typically read their work to determine 

which parts work and which do not. It's possible that the information's 

order is unclear. It's possible that something is written in a way that is 

unclear or confusing. Then, they might change the order of the paragraphs 

or write a new introduction. For a particular sentence, they might use 

words in a different way. Before focusing on specific features like 

grammatical accuracy and individual word usage, more skilled writers 

typically focus on issues of overall structure and general meaning. The 

final two are crucial and frequently come into play later in the process. 

4) Final Version 

Writers produce their final version after editing their draft and making 

any adjustments they deem necessary.Due to changes made during the 

editing process, this may look very different from the original plan and 

the first draft.Even when they believe they have completed their draft, 
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they may find themselves revising or rereading it after changing their 

mind.
12

 

d. Measuring of Writing 

In order to produce good writing, a writer must complete certain tasks. Jacobs 

in Laras used five components to measure writing tests in the profile of 

writing:  

1) Content 

It is difficult to measure written product content. He uses a few descriptors to 

make it easy for the teacher or evaluator to count it: knowledgeable, 

substantial, relevant to the assigned topic, and through the development of the 

thesis 

2) Organization 

There are six descriptions in the organization that must be written well. They 

convey ideas with ease, are succinct, well-organized, follow logical sequence, 

and are cohesive. 

3) Vocabulary 

For their writing to be good, good writers need to expand their vocabulary. 

However, without selecting the appropriate vocabulary for the text, it is 

insufficient. Jacob breaks down vocabulary into four categories: sophisticated 

range, effective word/idiom selection and application, mastery of word form, 

and appropriate register. 

 

 

                                                           
12 Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing (England: Pearson Education Limited, 2004), p. 4 
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4) Language Use 

In writing evaluation, the language used consists of eight descriptors, just like 

the vocabulary; agreement, tenses, number, word order/function, effective 

complex constructions, articles, pronouns, and prepositions 

5) Mechanics 

The spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and handwriting of a 

written product are all referred to as mechanics. In the profile of composition, 

it is just as fundamental to the evaluation. 

Brown also explains that there are numerous types of writing, including  

1) Content with a thesis statement; related concepts; creation of concepts 

through personal experience, illustration, and opinion based on facts; 

use of description, correlation, and contrast and contrast; constant 

attention. 

2) An arrangement that ensures the effectiveness of the introduction; a 

logical order of things; conclusion; adequate in length 

3) Speech that includes topic sentences; unified paragraphs; transitions; 

discourse indicators; cohesion; the rules of rhetoric; reference; 

fluency; economy; variation. 

4) Syntax, vocabulary, and mechanics—spelling, punctuation, citing 

sources, and appearance—are the remaining categories. 

c. The Effective Writing 

According to Langan, to effective in writing, you should through four 

steps:  
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1) Make a point 

Making a point is the first step in writing effectively. The typically 

appears in the paragraph's first sentence. The main idea of your 

paragraph, also known as the topic sentence, is contained in the point. If 

you ensure that each detail supports your topic sentence, your paragraph 

will flow together. Keep in mind that a topic sentence is an overall 

statement. The sentences that come after it specifically back up the 

genus's claim. 

2) Back up your point 

After making a point, you should back it up with a specific 

justification, example, and other details that can explain and expand on 

it. Your readers will be able to "see," "hear," and "feel" your supporting 

details more effectively the more specific and precise they are. 

3) Organize the support  

The first step is to learn the transition words, or signal words. Words 

and phrases that show how one idea is related to another are called 

transitions. Your readers will be able to follow your thoughts as they are 

organized and connected thanks to them. There are two common ways 

to organize support in a paragraph: listing order and time order. 

A list of two or more reasons, examples, or details is called listing order. 

The most interesting item should be placed at the end because some 

readers will remember the last thing they read, which helps the author 

organize the supporting evidence. The following are some examples of 

transition words that indicate listing order: one, for example, first, 
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second, third, next, also, another, in addition, next, furthermore, 

furthermore, and finally. 

Time order refers to the supporting details that describe the sequence in 

which events occurred. A series of directions tell the story. The time 

relationships are illustrated by the following examples: first, next, as, 

before, during, soon, after, now, later, while, frequently, then, until,  

4) Write error-free sentences 

Your sentence will be clear and well written if you use proper spelling 

and grammar, punctuation, and usage. However, you should never keep 

all of that information in your head. To ensure that their writing is 

correct, even the best writers must use reference materials. Therefore, 

keep a good dictionary and grammar handbook close at hand when you 

write your papers. 

However, generally speaking, you should save them for after you have 

effectively written down your ideas. As you write paragraphs, you will 

notice that you make a lot of mistakes with your sentences. Simply 

ignore them until you reach a subsequent draft of your paper, at which 

point you will have enough time to make the necessary adjustments.
13

 

Therefore, effective writing requires four steps. Knowing how to write 

well can make it easier for the writer to write and help them write a 

good essay. 

 

                                                           
13 John Langan, Exploring Writing: Sentence and Paragraph  (New York: McGraw-Hill 

Companies, 2010), p. 47. 



21 
 

 
 

2. The Concept of  Paragraph 

a. Definition of Paragraph 

The following definition provides a definition for the concept paragraph. 

According to Oshim in Kuswandi, a paragraph is a collection of related statements 

that a writer develops regarding a topic. The topic's specific point or idea is stated in 

the first sentence.
14

 

The remainder of the paragraph's sentence supports that idea or point. In 

Kuswandi, Tatang uses paragraph support, which states that a paragraph is a three-

part piece of writing. The topic sentence, which outlines the paragraph's main ideas, 

is the first part. The supporting sentences in the second section help to develop the 

topic sentence by providing examples, justifications, and facts. The concluding 

sentence in the third section summarizes or restates the paragraph's ideas. 

A paragraph is a collection of related sentences that develop one central idea 

or topic. There are five basic components to a good paragraph: a topic, a topic 

sentence, supporting sentences, unity and coherence in the concluding sentence, and 

sufficient development. 

A text in which a writer tries to visualize what he is describing is called a 

paragraph text. The term "description" is used to describe a specific thing, location, or 

individual. The text in a paragraph stands out significantly from other types of text. 

The text in a paragraph is the text that describes something. The author of a 

description uses a careful selection of detail to create a word picture of people, places, 

things, and emotions in order to impress the reader. According to the preceding 

explanation, paragraph writing is a type of writing that includes a description, 

                                                           
14 Kuswandi. Writing Narrative Paragraph. (FBS. UNM. 2000) 
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characteristics, and definition of an object, person, or thing. Then, the text of the 

paragraph typically uses the simple present tense. The instructor must increase the 

level of interest in teaching and learning paragraph text.
15

 

The following are typical features of paragraph text: Utilize adverbs and 

adjectives first. Second, think of it in terms of comparison—something is like 

something. Third, make use of the students' five senses—taste, smell, appearance, and 

sound.
16

 

A type of writing known as paragraph text includes a description, 

characteristics, and definition of an item or thing. Writing paragraphs also requires 

conveying emotions and describing places, things, and objects. Based on the results 

of their writing tests, the researcher will describe the students' ability to write 

paragraph text in this case. 

The paragraph text describes something so that the reader or listener can 

experience it in the same way as the author did using his or her six senses: 

appearance, odor, sensation, behavior, taste, and sound The location is the subject of 

the writing in this instance. Students must fulfill the five writing components of 

paragraph text: developing ideas, organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary, and 

mechanics. 

The term "description" is used to describe a specific thing, location, or 

individual. A paragraph text is one in which the author tries to visualize what he is 

saying. The paragraph text describes something so that the reader or listener can 

                                                           
15John Algeo.The Origins and Develovment of The English Language, Sixth 

Edition(Wadsworth Cengage Learning,USA,2010)p.4 

16Christensen, J. A., Building Writing  Skill Composition.( USA: Mc Dougal, littell and 

Company,1997) 
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experience it in the same way as the author did using his or her six senses: 

appearance, odor, sensation, behavior, taste, and sound Another assertion that the text 

of a paragraph is intended to provide the reader with information regarding the visual 

description of an object; about how something appears. The text of a paragraph is 

organized schematically into two parts: Description and Identification Paragraph text 

has distinct linguistic characteristics in addition to schematic structure.
17

 

It stated that one of the fundamental functions of any language system and 

one of the first skills that emergent language users learn to control are genres of 

describing. In addition, they stated that descriptions enable the organization or 

categorization of an almost infinite variety of experiences, observations, and 

interactions into a system that either orders them objectively or subjectively, 

depending on the writer's intent or learning area.
18

 

The researcher came to the conclusion from the preceding explanation that 

paragraph text is text that depicts a person, thing, or location so that readers can 

imagine what the person or thing looks like in the writing. In addition, the reader is 

able to visualize a face's size, color, and other characteristics. Text in paragraphs can 

be used to identify individuals, places, or things. In addition, its language features 

distinguish it from other types. The identification and description of a thing, location, 

or individual in the present tense make up paragraph text. 

 

 

                                                           
17Caroll, R. T. Students Success Guide – ParagraphText [Accessed 18th March 

2015]Available from World, (1990) 

18 Djuharie, O. S. Genre Dilengkapi 700 SoalUjiPemahaman.CV. YRAMA WIDYA2007.) 
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b. Character of Good Paragraph 

The paragraph text differs from other texts in its generic structure. The generic 

structure of paragraph text is made up of two main parts. Identification and 

description are the two. It states that "the paragraph text contains two components: 

first, recognition; identifies the phenomenon and description that need to be 

described; describes components, characteristics, and qualities. The identification is 

typically stated in the first paragraph, while the description is typically stated in the 

subsequent paragraph. There are three parts to the description: the region's 

components, its quality, and its characteristic features. 

A text's generic structure is present. The general structure of a text varies from 

genre to genre. When writing a paragraph text, there are some generic structures that 

must be taken into consideration. Identification and description are the two parts of 

paragraph text that make up the generic structure. The most common structures are: 

Identification 

identifies the phenomenon that will be discussed. It consists of one brief 

paragraph or sentence. The audience is introduced to the topic of the 

description in this section. It provides the audience with brief details regarding 

the subject's when, where, and what.  

Description 

Describes parts, qualities, characteristics. It is consist from one or several 

short paragraphs depend on need. 

Based on that explanation above, the researcher concludes that the 

generic structure of paragraph text consist of two parts. The generic structure 

of paragraph text consists of identification and description. Identification is 
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about introducing subject or thing that will be described, whereas, description 

is brief details about who, or what of the subject.
19

 

1) Topic 

What the paragraph is about or talks about is called a topic. Typically, a topic 

sentence is used to express this topic. As a result, a topic sentence introduces 

your writing. A strong topic sentence focuses on a single controlling idea, 

limiting or controlling the aspect of the topic you're writing about and 

announcing it. 

2) Supporting Sentence 

In the controlling idea, what you say about your topic is developed in 

supporting sentences. You can say more about your topic in the controlling idea 

by using a focused controlling idea in the topic sentence. Producing supporting 

sentences that are pertinent to the controlling idea in the topic sentence and 

creating a cohesive paragraph is made easier when you use a focused 

controlling idea in the topic sentence.
20

  

A single main idea, stated in the topic sentence or, more specifically, in the 

controlling idea, is the focus of a cohesive paragraph. A good paragraph should 

also be coherent and cohesive. A paragraph is coherent if it flows naturally 

from one sentence to the next. 

3) Concluding Sentence 

Because they are both general statements, the concluding sentence and the topic 

sentence are similar. However, the general statement that serves as the topic 

                                                           
19Alves, R. A. Process Writing. MA Applied Linguistic, Module 5 Assignment. Centre of 

English Language Studied; The University of Birmingham. 2008. 
20 Kasbalah and Sulistiyano. Writing in English. (FKIP UNISMUH Makassar,2010) 
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sentence for the paragraph is typically the first sentence. Although it is the last 

sentence and concludes the paragraph, the concluding sentence is also a general 

statement.
21

 The reader is brought back to the topic sentence by the concluding 

sentence. In fact, the concluding sentence can be written in a different way than 

the topic sentence. You can use any one of the following strategies when 

writing a concluding sentence. a Use a variety of words to describe the topic 

sentence. Copy more than just the topic sentence. 

4) Unity 

Unity is the degree to which a paragraph's ideas "hang together" in a way that 

makes them easy for the reader to understand. A new paragraph should be 

written whenever the author shifts to a new idea that conflicts with the 

paragraph's topic sentence.
22

 

Unity is important because it makes it easier for the reader to follow the writer's 

ideas. The reader can anticipate that each paragraph will only address one 

primary subject: This tells the reader that the author is moving on to a new 

subject each time a new paragraph begins. 

5) Coherence 

A paragraph's flow of ideas is referred to as coherence when they are easily 

understood by the reader. Unity and coherence are therefore closely linked. 

Confusion frequently occurs when a writer changes the main ideas or topics 

within a paragraph. A writer must demonstrate how each paragraph's ideas 

                                                           
21 Atry. Improving Students’ Writing Skill to Write Sentence by Using Picture. (UNISMUH 

Makassar,2009) 

22 Jayanti. Writing Paragraph through Brain Based Learning Strategy (FKIP UNISMUH 

Makassar, 2010) 
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relate to the main topic in order to achieve coherence. 

That possesses a variety of characteristics. The writer must be aware of the 

text's intended characteristics prior to writing. A few things are typical of 

paragraph text, including the following: 

a. First is using the present tense. Simple present tense says that something was 

true in the past, is true in the present, and will be true in the future. It is used 

for general statements of fact/ to express the habitual or everyday activity. 

There are only two forms of simple present tense by adding “-s” or “-es”. The 

third person singular form created simply by adding “-s” almost in all verbs 

but the rest, it needs to add “-es” or changing the ending a little. For 

examples: go, eat, fly etc.  

b. Second is using of variety of adjective that are describing, numbering, 

classifying (two strong legs, sharp white fang, etc). 

c. Third is using relative verbs to inform about subject (my mom is really cool, it 

has very thick fur, etc). Fourth is using action verb (sit, sleep, etc).  

d. Fifth is using figurative language. The figurative language is used to sign 

comparison, such as metaphor, simile, hyperbola, etc. For example: let the 

girls as white as chalk. Another characteristic of paragraph text is using 

thinking verbs and feeling verbs. It is for giving information about subject. 

For examples: police believe the suspect is armed, I think it is a clever animal, 

etc. paragraph text is also focus on specific participants (my mother, Tina‟s 

doll, my pet, etc).  
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e. Then, it is using paragraph words in provide detail information about the 

subject (far from my home).  

f. The last characteristic is using the phrase object to provide detail information 

about the subject (an antique table under a landscape painting).
 23

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
23Sharples, M. How We Write; Writing as Creative Design.London: Routledge. (1999). 
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C. Conceptual Framework 

The main focus of this research is the students‟ ability in writing paragraph. 

The researchers design the conceptual framework of this research by showing 

diagram below: 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

A. Research Design 

 This study used a quantitative approach based on the paragraph method, 

which was based on the idea of the previous chapter's research. The researcher was 

able to gather more in-depth data using this approach in order to obtain an answer to 

the research question. This technique is used to identify the phenomenon in research 

data by identifying a number or graphic..
26

 

B. Location and Time 

The researcher used the researcher in, in this research, This research spend 

around 45 days including of data analysis. 

C. Population and Sample 

1. Population 

Population is the entire research object. In this research the population is the 

Entire of English Department.  

2. Sample 

The researcher will choose some students of second semester of English 

Department at IAIN Parepare. As the sample, it used simple purposive 

sampling in order to get sample. Purposive sampling mean that each 

population has an equal probability of being sample, in this research, the 

researcher  choosen  only 20 student of the sample. 

 

                                                           
 26Setiadi, Ag, B, Metode Penulisan untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asing:Pendekatan Kuantitatif 

dan Kualitatif,(Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu, 2006) 
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D. Instrument of the Research 

The writer used test for an instrument. The writer asked the students to write 

some paragraph text.  This instrument tested the students for their ability in 

writing paragraph text, the instrument is a tool for having proper data from the 

respondent as subject of the research, the data reflected of every aspect which 

mention in previous term. 

E. Technique of Data Analysis 

In order to give clear explanation, the researcher explained the data analysis 

technique in separating based on the problem statement:  

a. Paragraph Analysis 

 The researcher applied the process of analyzing data as follow: 

1)  Scoring the students answer based on the regulation of the curriculum, in this 

case, the researcher has noted all the students‟ score after testing. 

2)  Finding out the mean score used the following formula: 

     ( )      
   

 
 

Where: 

X  : Mean 

     : Total Score 

N  : Total Number of Sample
27

 

3)  Finding out the percentage used the following formula: 

 

                                                           
 27Suharsimi Arikunto, Dasar Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan (Jakarta:Bumi Aksara. 2010),p.298 
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X      

  

P  = The Percentage  

 F  = Frequency of the percentage is being calculated 

 N  = Number of cases 

4) The criteria of students‟ ability referred to the table below: 

No Classification Score 

1 Very good 80-100 

2 Good 66-79 

3 Fair 56-65 

4 Poor 40-55 

5 Very poor <39
28

 

 

 

 

                                                           
 28Suharsimi Arikunto, Dasar Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan (Jakarta:Bumi Aksara. 2010),p.298 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings 

The paragraph text became the primary focus of this research, which was 

carried out in the second semester of the English department at IAIN Parepare. 

The researcher administered a test to the students and then asked them to respond 

by writing some of the paragraph guide using the instrument of the research. 

The researcher focused on several aspects, including the topic, supporting 

sentence, conclusion, unity, and coherence, in this research. The text referred to 

the object, which featured a number of important people and animals. 

The research findings are the result of data collected from the instrument 

spreading by the researcher, which referred to the research question that is 

formulated in the first chapter. All of the aspects that can be seen on the result of 

the students' writing over the test have been shown, and the researcher has finally 

shown the data of the students' ability to write a paragraph.This result also shows 

the English Department's data processing of the students' ability to write a 

paragraph.The reading test that was given to the students was a writing test. The 

students were asked to write a paragraph based on the idea of the research. 

According to the theory, this research used paragraph quantitative research, 

which is the process of answering the research question. Paragraph research is a 

research method that aims to provide a systematic and careful with the actual 

facts and the nature of a certain population with the goal of solving the actual 

problems that are currently being faced and collecting data or information that 

can be arranged, described, and  
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The writing test, administered face-to-face to the students in class, provided 

an answer to the research question.The selection of the research: The purpose of 

this study is to determine the writing skills of students.The following information 

about the students' paragraph writing skills was uncovered by the researcher: 

No Students Final Score 

1 
A S 

70,00 

2 
AR 

71.33 

3 
BE 

70.33 

4 
D A 

78.00 

5 
G A 

80.83 

6 
M L 

73.00 

7 
M F 

64.67 

8 
M P 

71.33 

9 
M R 

80.00 

10 
M R 

85.33 

11 
MU 

67.83 

 
  

 
  

12 
MU S 71.33 
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13 
 DIAN 70.33 

14 
FA 70.00 

15 
FAT 67.83 

16 
GAB 71.33 

17 
GIT 70.33 

18 
IMA 85.00 

19 
MUH 85.00 

20 
MUHA 73.00 

Average 73.84 

Maximum 85.33 

Minimum 64.67 

The researcher conducted the score based on the students' performance in writing 

activities, which was 37.83, delivering on the instrument of the research. There were 20 

students who all took the test for the purpose of the research. The result of the writing 

score is shown above. 

The test was shown to the students by the researcher, who then demonstrated that 

the students were comfortable answering the test based on their writing ability. This 

instrument contained valid data, which can also be seen in the proper data in the 

appendix. It referred to the five aspects in writing paragraph. 
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The accumulation of the score classification can be seen below: 

Semester 
<39 40-55 56-65 66-79 80-100 

f % F % F % F % F % 

Second 0 0% 0 0% 1 5% 14 70% 5 25% 

Data (N) 20 Students 

Based on the table above. The accumulation above were the score 

accumulation based on the theory of students category of their writing ability 

after conducting the writing test, it showed that: 

1. The score of <39 were 0 student, it showed that, no student who get score 

in <39. 

2. The score of 40-55 were 0 student which presentation of  0% of 100%. 

3. The score of 56-65 were 1 student which presentation of  5% of 100%. 

4. The score of 66-79 were 14 student which presentation of 70% of 100%. 

5. The score of 80-100  were 5 students which presentation of 25% of 

100%. 

The data above can be explained for the category of the result of the data 

getting from the test writing spreading from the students. The category of the 

students can be seen below: 
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No Semester 

Students Result  

Category 
Mean Maximum Minimum 

1 Second  73.84 85.33 64.67  

Based on the data above, the result of the students score may be seen on 

the category of the result, the data showed in average score for 73.84 which 

categorize for Good Category. This result may become the valid indicator before 

getting to the conclusion of the research. 

The criteria of students‟ ability will refer to the table below: 

No Classification Score 

1 Very good 80-100 

2 Good 66-79 

3 Fair 56-65 

4 Poor 40-55 

5 Very poor <39
29

 

The explanation above was from the result  which gotten from the 

instrument, the instruments used in this research was writing test, this instrument 

purpose to know the students‟ abilities in writing paragrap  text.  This writing test 

used by the researcher already fulfills to be valid data for this quantitative 

research. 

                                                           
 29Suharsimi Arikunto, Dasar Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan (Jakarta:Bumi Aksara. 2010),p.298 
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B. Discussion 

Based on the findings and the researcher's argumentation after analyzing 

the data in the findings, this term presents the data discussion that refers to the 

findings above. 

The research question posed in the first chapter, which inquired about the 

students' abilities to compose paragraph text, is answered in this section. 

First, the researchers talk about writing, which is one of the English skills 

that students need to learn. The students must receive sufficient writing 

instruction in order to acquire it. The purpose of these practices is to improve 

students' writing skills and encourage them to write well. Effective writing 

cannot be achieved without practice. This study's indicator focused on the 

following factors: specifically the language feature, which explains that the 

indicator of paragraph text is the language feature. The language features include 

the use of action verbs, the use of adjectives, and the use of the simple present 

tense. 

It showed that only several students was 66-79, even it dominant, in fact, 

not dominant score determine the result data in one research cases. While, many 

students really showed middle text, it fact some of the students describe the 

picture by gret design of writing performance.  

Sometimes the students used certain vocabulary specially for verb for 

singular subject. The researcher assumed that “subjects and verbs of sentence 

must be agreed in number.” Unfortunately, many students do not know how to 

differentiate between a singular subject and a plural subject in writing a 

paragraph.   
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The majority of students, according to their writing, comprehend the 

paragraph's supporting sentences, which the researcher found.Additionally, it 

demonstrated to the paragraph support that a paragraph consists of three main 

sections.The topic sentence that introduces the paragraph's main ideas is in the 

first section, and the supporting sentences in the second section provide 

examples, justifications, and facts to support the topic sentence.The concluding 

sentence in the third section summarizes or restates the paragraph's ideas. 

The researcher also looked at vocabulary, which is a sign of paragraph 

text.The majority of students had inadequate English vocabulary, according to 

the description of their writing abilities.In this section, a lot of students write 

English paragraph text using general vocabulary.We are aware that 

comprehension of the text requires vocabulary.In connection with this theory, 

many students lack vocabulary.Even in their writing, they use some 

Indonesian.As a result, it may be difficult to comprehend the written text. 

Students occasionally employ vocabulary that is unrelated to the subject at 

hand.which further states that vocabulary is the understanding of words and their 

meanings, as well as defines vocabulary as the ability to comprehend a word's 

meaning in addition to its definition.In fact, a lot of students use vocabulary that 

doesn't fit the situation. As a result, the text's information is lost to the 

reader.Therefore, it is essential for students to increase their English vocabulary 

in order to develop their ideas and write good writing that readers can easily 

comprehend.  
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CHAPTER V 

CLOSING 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the findings and the result of the data analysis in the previous 

chapter, the conclusion showed in average score for 73.84 which categorize for good 

category. The score of <39 were 0 student, it showed that, no student who get score 

in <39, score of 40-55 were 0 student which presentation of  0% ,  score of 56-65 

were 1 student which presentation of  5% , score of 66-79 were 14 student which 

presentation of 70% , score of 80-100  were 5 students  which presentation of 25% of 

100%. This result may become the valid indicator getting to the conclusion of the 

research. 

B. Suggestion 

Researchers offer two ideas for the teacher and researchers based on the 

research and discussion. The following is a description of these points: 

1. In order to achieve positive outcomes for the students, it is recommended 

that English teachers provide more in-depth and precise explanations of the 

paragraph's structure and grammatical characteristics. 

2. It is suggested that English teachers give their students more writing 

practice, particularly when they are writing English paragraphs, by 

employing an interesting strategy related to the students' ability to develop 

their ideas. 

3. It is suggested that English teachers encourage students to develop topic-

related concepts. As a result, the students will be able to develop those 

concepts into compelling writing. 
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Appendix 1 : Instrument form 

 

No Nama Siswa 

Aspek Penilaian 

Nilai Akhir 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 ARDELIA SURYA 40 50 40 70 30  
70,00 

2 ARIYANTI 40 50 40 70 30  
71.33 

3 BESSE SUCI RAHMADANI 61 74 40 74 50  
70.33 

4 DICKY ANDRI 50 40 40 40 40  
78.00 

5 
GALUH ANUGRAH 

PRATAMA 
68 68 68 68 40  

80.83 

6 MAISARA LESTARI 70 70 50 70 68  
73.00 

7 
MUHAMMAD FAHRIL 

RAMADHAN 
50 50 69 40 50  

64.67 

8 
MUHAMMAD PAREL AL 

FATILAH 
82 82 70 40 69  

71.33 

9 MUHAMMAD RAFLI IRSAN 80 78 48 68 70  
80.00 

10 MUHAMMAD RAIHAN AMIR 75 62 74 50 48  
85.33 

11 MUHAMMAD REIHAN 70 81 40 69 60  
67.83 

12 MUHAMMAD SYAHRUL 75 80 68 70 75  
71.33 

13 DIAN SRI ANNISA 60 75 70 48 60  
70.33 

14 FADHIL FAWWAZAKY 83 81 50 40 83  
70.00 

15 FATIHA NUR FAUZIAH 83 83 74 68 83  
67.83 
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16 
GABRIEL AURORA IMAMAT 

LEO 
70 80 40 70 70  

71.33 

17 GITA ZERLINDAH APRILIA 70 80 68 50 70  
70.33 

18 
IMAMUL ABDULLAH 

MIQDAM 
78 62 70 82 78  

85.00 

19 
MUH. FARRAS NAUFAL 

AYATULLAH 
75 76 50 78 75  

85.00 

20 
MUHAMMAD ABIZAR 

MEWAR 
80 60 82 80 46  

73.00 

AVERAGE 
73.84 

HIGEST 
85.33 

LOWEST 
64.67 
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Appendix 2 : Documentation Form 
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Appendix 3 Administation form 

 

 



 
 

XI 

  

 

 



 
 

XII 

  



 
 

XIII 

  

 

 



 
 

XIV 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

XV 

  

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

SUMSIANA, She the write was born on August 17
th 

 1996 
in Tomemba South Sulawesi from the couple KUSNO and 
SABANNUR. She has two brother name is Kurniawan, 
Nukrawan, and she has three sister name is Susanti, Nur 
Susianti and Lusiana. She is the fourth child in his family. 
She began her study in Elementary school at SD IMP Kalia 
graduated on (2003-2009). In the same year continued her 
study in SMP Negeri 2 Karossa on (2009-2012). After that, 
she registered as a student in SMA Negeri 2 Karossa 
(2012-2015). And then, she countinues her study on 2015 
at State Islamic Institute (IAIN) Parepare. During she 
studies in IAIN Parepare she actives in Ikatan Dakwah Wal 

Irsyad (IMDI) In 2016-2019, she has completed his skripsi in the title “ The Students 
Abilily In Paragraph In Second Semester of English Departement of IAIN Parepare”.     

 

 

 

 

 


