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ABSTRACT 

Rahmawati. Improving Students’ Pronounciation in the Third Grade MIPA of  MA 
DDI KANANG  Through ELSA Speak Application. (Supervised by Nurhamdah and 
Yessicka Noviasmy) 
 

The purpose of this study was to determine whether the used of the ELSA 
Speak application in learning English was able to improve students’ pronounciation of 
third grade MIPA 1 MA DDI Kanang.  

This research focused on pre-experimental research in one class pre-test and 
post-test. The population of this research was class XII MIPA MA DDI Kanang, which 
consists of 85 students. The researcher took one class as the research sample, namely 
class XII MIPA 1 which consisted of 30 students. The data were obtained from the 
pronounciation test while doing reading text in the pre-test and post-test.  

The results of this study indicated that the used6 of the ELSA Speak 
application is able to improve students' pronounciation which includes fluency, 
accuracy, and intonation. This can be seen in the average score of students in the pre-
test, which is 58.66 and increases to 78.03 in the post-test. This means that the use of 
the ELSA Speak application in learning English can improve students' pronounciation 
in class XII MIPA 1 MA DDI Kanang. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

There are several factors that cause students to experience difficulties in 

speaking English such as lack oof vocabulary and students often seem to think what 

they are going to talk about. Another factor is the lack of practice, which causes 

students to become not fluent in speaking English. This can also be triggered by 

unsupportive environmental factors because in the environment there is no role model 

in speaking, also not a few students fell afraid in public to speak English their 

pronounciatoin is not fluent so that causes students to be doubtful and not confident in 

speaking.  

 Pronounciation is very important thing to learn and master, pronounciation is 

the way that use to pronounce word in English. According to Ridwan (2017) the 

problem of interference in the pronounciation of English as a foreign language are 

accents such as stress, rhyme, intonation, and speech sounds of the first language which 

affect the second language.1Speaking are the most important skill in English that must 

be mastered by students.  

One of the most important factors in speaking skills, is pronunciation. However, 

there are still many people who do not pay attention to pronunciation, such as speaking 

and practicing reading pronunciation are aspects that cannot be avoided in English.2’ 

The purpose of learning pronounciation is for English learners to be able to pronounce 

 
1 Nur Wahid Akhmad, Ahmad Munawir “Improving the Students’ Pronounciation Ability by 

Using Elsa Speak App” vol. 10 No.1 P. 847, 2022. 
2 Nur Wahid Akhmad, Ahmad Munawir “Improving the Students’ Pronounciation Ability by 

Using Elsa Speak App” vol. 10 No.1 P. 847, 2022. 
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a words like a native speaker’s accent, but in a simple way that language learners can 

pronounce the words accurately enough so that it can be more easily understood by the 

person others.  

To improve students’ pronounciation skills students should practice speaking 

with native speaker, but is very difficult for students. One of way to improve students’ 

pronounciation without having to meet native speakers is to use technology. Along 

with the development of the time, technology has important role in various field, 

especially in the world of education. Technology in education has provided various 

innvations that can be implemented in learning using a phone accessed of the internet. 

One type of mobile learning is Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) which is 

related to the use of mobile technology in the language learning process  (El-Hussein, 

2010). 

One of the media that can help students in improving their pronounciation is  

ELSA Speak application. The English Learning Speech Assistant (ELSA) application 

was designed by Vu Van in 2015 and is based in San Francisco, United States. it utilizes 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and speech recognition to help improve and perfect English 

pronunciation (Pilar, 2013).3 ELSA Speak Application provides various features that 

will greatly assist students in improving their pronounciation skills. ELSA Speak 

Application uses speech recognition technology that can help users to help improve 

their English pronunciation. For users to practice pronunciation, the ELSA Speak app 

offers more courses and more themes, starting with practicing English words, phrases, 

 
3 Anggraini “Improving Students’ Pronounciation Skill Using Elsa Speak Application”, vol 5 

No.1 P. 136, Journal English Language of Pedagogy, 2022. 
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and sentences. An interactive dictionary is another element of the ELSA Speak app that 

teaches users how to pronounce the word or phrase they are looking for. 

ELSA (English Learning Speech Assistant) can be a very helpful tool for 

learning English, especially pronunciation, which is one of the key components of 

improving speaking abilities. ELSA Speak Application can assist us in developing and 

refining. By pointing out errors in pronunciation and describing how to pronounce 

words correctly in English, you can improve your English speaking abilities. We may 

always and anyplace practice our English language skills. Regular practice with ELSA 

Speak can help us get better at speaking English. 

The researcher made observations at MA DDI Kanang by conducting 

interviews with one of the English teachers about how students learn English. The 

researcher got information that students at MA DDI Kanang on average liked English 

lessons but there some obstacles students faced in speaking, one of their way of 

pronounciation. Many of students are stilled emberassed to speak English because they 

are afraid of pronouncing a word wrong. From the explanation above, MA DDI Kanang 

students really need the ELSA Speak Application to help improve their pronounciation 

because the ELSA Speak Application provides feed back to its users so the students 

can find out where their pronounciation mistakes are, this research entitled “Improving  

Students’ Pronounciation In the Third Grade MIPA of MA DDI Kanang Through Elsa 

Speak Application”. 
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B. Research Question  

 Based on the background of the the study above, the research question was 

formulated as follows “Is ELSA Speak Application able to improve students’ 

pronounciation in the third grade MIPA of MA DDI KANANG?” 

C. Objective of the Research 

 Based on the research question above, the objective of the research as follows : 

To find out whether ELSA Speak Application is able used to improve students’ 

pronounciation in MA DDI KANANG. 

D. Significances of the Research 

 After finishing the research, the researcher hopes the result of this research can 

give benefits for: 

1. Students 

The ELSA Speak Application is expected to be used as away of learning to 

improve pronounciation ability. 

2. Teachers  

This research is expected to use ELSA Speak Application as a source to 

teaching students’ pronounciation. 

3. The next researcher 

This research will support and motivate the other researchers to conduct 

research that will be a resource in involving ELSA Speak Application as a 

training process to enhance pronounciation. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous research Findings 

Previous research findings consist of previous research related to using ELSA 

Speak Application in improving pronounciation, those research are: 

 Muhammad Raihan Taqy conducted a study to investigate the elements of 

pronunciation that the ELSA Speak application supports and how students learned 

autonomically in pronunciation learning. The research was qualitative. The 

respondents of this research were 3 students of the English Education Department of 

IAIN Salatiga that have already use the application for at least 1 month. The interview 

was conducted in order to collect the data. The data was analyzed and interpreted 

through a qualitative procedure. The findings showed that the ELSA Speak application 

supports the elements of pronunciation such as vowel sounds, consonant sounds, 

diphthong, word stress, and intonation. In addition, based on the students’ experience 

using ELSA Speak application, the research showed students’ learning autonomy such 

as deciding the learning topic, deciding learning time allotment, correcting their own 

mistake in the learning process, evaluating learning performance, deciding the 

important and the needs in learning pronunciation, learning independently, testing 

learning progress, being responsible on their learning process, and practicing what they 

have learned.4 

 Belinda Lesmana conducted a  study  to determine whether the use of the ELSA 

Speak application in learning English was able to improve the speaking ability of eighth 

 
4  Muhammad Raihan Taqy “The Use of Elsa Speak Application As a Media to Learn 

Pronounciation Autonomously” e-repository.perpus.iainsalatiga.ac.id. Accessed on 16 April, 2023 
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grade students at UPT SPF SMPN 17 Makassar. This research focused on pre-

experimental research in one class pre-test and post-test. The population of this 

research is class VIII SMPN 17 Makassar in the academic year 2021/2022 which 

consists of 165 students. The researcher took one class as the research sample, namely 

class VIII which consisted of 33 students. The data were obtained from the speaking 

ability test while doing the dialogue in the pre-test and post-test. It can be concluded 

that the results of this study indicate that the use of the ELSA Speak application is able 

to improve students' speaking skills which includes grammar, content, pronunciation, 

vocabulary and fluency. This can be seen in the average score of students in the pre-

test, which is 57.03 and increases to 76.30 in the post-test. This means that the use of 

the ELSA Speak application in learning English can improve students' speaking skills 

in class 8.3 at UPT SPF SMPN 17 Makassar.5 

 Muammar conducted a study aimed to improved the students’ pronunciation 

used English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application. This research used pre-

experimental research by quantitative method. There were 36 students of SMA negeri 

9 Makassar involved in this research. The test was pronouncing words which consisted 

of 40 words for pre-test and post-test. The findings of the study indicated to the used 

English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application is significant in improve 

students' pronunciation. this was because the students learned and practiced to 

pronounce some words through English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) 

application in the classroom and proved by the average score pre-test before treatment 

was 51.94 and the average score after treatment was 63.47, the percentage of the 

 
5 Belinda Lesmana “ Using  Elsa Speak Application To Improve Students’ Speaking Skill at 

UPT SPF SMPN 17 MAKASSAR” https://repository.unibos.ac.id/. Accessed on 16 April, 2023. 

https://repository.unibos.ac.id/


7 
 

 
 

improvement was 22.19%. While the value of test was higher than value of t-table 

(11.501>1.689570). This means that there is improvement of students' pronunciation.6 

 Bahram Dehghanpour, Zhaleh Baheshti and Mahmud Jalali conducted study 

aimed at considering the effects of flipped, blended, and conventional classes on 

developing pronunciation features among Iranian EFL learners. It also investigates the 

role of the ELSA app in flipped, blended, and conventional classes. For this purpose, a 

total number of 120 pre-intermediate EFL learners (boys and girls) were chosen to take 

part in the study. They were divided into different classes including flipped, blended, 

and conventional classes. According to the results of this study, flipped classes was 

more effective in terms of improving students' pronunciation compared to blended and 

conventional classroom. Also, based on the results, the blended method was the second 

method that had the highest efficiency among the three. Overall, it was concluded that 

using flipped and blended methods could be effective in terms of enhancing the level 

of pronunciation among students and they need to be taken into consideration by 

material developers, designers, and teachers.7 

The next researcher is Samad (2019), this study was conducted to finding out 

the students’ perception towards the application of ELSA Speak software in their 

pronunciation class. This research was performed by 12 third-semester students of the 

English education program of STKIP Muhammadiyah Enrekang in the academic 

program of 2018/2019. A descriptive quantitative research design is applied in this 

 
6  Muammar “ Improving the Students’ Pronounciation Using English Language Speech 

Assistant (ELSA) Application ( A Pre-experimental Research at the Eleventh Grade Students’ SMAN 9 

MAKASSAR)” https://digilibadmin.unismuh.ac.id. Accessed on 19 April, 2023. 
7 Bahram Dehghanpour, Zhaleh Baheshti and Mahmud Jalali “Role of Flipped, Blended, and 

Conventional Learning Environments on Developing Pronunciation of EFL Learners Using ELSA App”. 

https://journals.iau.ir. Accessed on 16 April, 2023 

https://digilibadmin.unismuh.ac.id/
https://journals.iau.ir/
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study. The researcher use utilizes a questionnaire to collect data and a Likert scale to 

analyze the data. Based on the data analysis and the objective of the research, the 

researcher concludes that the student's perception towards 24 the use of the ELSA 

Speak application in pronunciation class is very good. The researcher also suggested 

using this application in pronunciation practice. 

 Anggraini conducted this research discusses how ELSA Speak Application as 

learning media can improve students’ pronunciation skills. The data were collected 

through a test of pronunciation and Interviews in Classroom action research. The 

researcher made three cycles and gave a score for each cycle. In the first cycle, the 

students’ Average score is 70 points, the second cycle is 75 points and the last cycle is 

80 points. ELSA Speak application helps students pronounce a variety of words more 

easily and comprehensively. The results showed that the use of the ELSA Speak 

Application has provided convenience and benefits for students in improving their 

English Pronunciation skills by using the ELSA Speak application.8 

 Based on the five previous research above, the similarities between this 

research and the previous research above is each research conducted study about 

English Learning Speech Assistant (ELSA) application to improve students’ 

pronounciation, while the difference between previous research and this research is this 

focus to find out is English Learning Speech Assistant (ELSA) application able in 

improving pronounciation or not. 

 
8  Anggraini “ Improving Students’ Pronounciation Skill Using Elsa Speak”. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/35971649. Accessed on 19 April, 2023 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/35971649
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B. Some Partinent Idea 

1. The Concept of Pronounciation 

a. Definition of Pronounciation 

Pronounciation is how to say a word in which it is made up of sound, 

stress, and intonation. Sound deals only with sound and can be meaningless, 

but if we put some sound together in certain order, that will hear a meaning 

about something. Stress is emphasis of the words then they are pronounced 

and indicated in writing. Probably the simplest way to do so is to write which 

carries the central stressed syllable. Some words are stressed in the initial 

syllable and some others at the end. Such as ‘record and re’cord’. The change 

or stress in this word is caused by the grammatical function as noun and the 

second is verb. This means that the words in English may change their stress, 

which means the tune you see when you are speaking, the music of speech.9 

Pronounciation means how we say words. Most people speak the dialect 

of standard English with an accent that belongs to the part of the country they 

come from or live in. Learners of British English commonly hear RP (received 

pronounciation), which is an accent often used on the BBC and other news 

media in some course materials for language learners, but it also common to 

hear a variety of regional accents of English from across the world.10 

Pronunciation is how a word or a language is spoken. This can refer to 

generally agreed sequences of sounds used to pronounce a given word or 

language in a specific dialect, or simply to how a particular person speaks a 

 
9 Muhammad Ahdar “The Identification of English Pronounciation Error on Vowels Made by 

Students at the Tenth Grade of Islamic Boerding School Lebani of Mamuju”,2017. P. 20 
10 Cambridge Dictionary. https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pronounciation. 

Accessed on 2 May 2023 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pronounciation
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word or language. In other words, pronunciation is the way we have spoken 

English simply and understandably. Depending on a variety of factors, a word 

can be spoken by various people or groups in different ways. 

According to Harmer, pronounciation is how to say a word in which it 

is made up of sounds, stress and Intonation. Sound deals only with sound and 

can be meaningless, but if we put some sound together in ceratin order, that 

will hear a meaning about something.11 

According to Kristina and Diah, pronounciation is the act or manner of 

pronouncing words utterance of speech. In other words, it can also be said that 

it is a way of speaking a word, especially a way that is accepted or generally.12 

b. Kinds of Pronounciation 

There are three kinds of pronounciation namely, native pronounciation, 

native like pronounciation, and non-native like pronounciation. 

1. Native pronounciation 

Native pronounciation is the way expressing word by native speaker. The style 

of this pronounciation is atypical one that is difficult for non-nativeto do the 

same thing. 

2. Native like pronounciation 

Native like pronounciation is the way of expressing words by non-native 

speaker but sounds like native one. The style of this pronounciation is usually 

 
11  Jeremy Harmer “The Practice of English Language”(Edition: London and New York 

LongManm, 1991), P.33 
12 Dyah Indri Fitri , Handayani “Teaching English Pronounciation Using Film”, (Journal of 

English and Education), vol. 5 No.2. P. 195. 2017 
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found in the countries where English is taught and learned as a second or a 

foreign language.  

3. Non-native like pronounciation  

Non-native like pronounciation is all English learners in countries where 

English is used as a foreign language. The learners of the language find it very 

difficult to use a native like pronounciation. They use their own ability to 

pronounce the owrd  as it is. For this kind, we can find it many countries in Asia 

to do the same thing .13  

c. Part of Pronounciation 

There are three part of pronounciation: sounds, stress and intonation. 

1. Sound  

Speech is incredibly complex activity. It involves coordinated efforts of 

all the participating part of the vocal tract. One of the basic exercises in volice 

control is breath control, which involves training certain muscles involved in 

air expulsion, the first step in producing sounds. Air proceeds from lungs 

through the trachea to the larynx, commonly called the voice box, which houses 

the vocal cords. If the cords are slightly tensed, the passage of air sets the vocal 

cords vibrating, which gives a basic sound quality to the air stream, which 

continuous into the pharynx, where basic voice quality is established. 

In the narrow sense, a vibration wave cousing a disturbance in the 

pressure and density of the air and having a frequency of 20 to 20.000 

oscillations per second that are detectable by the organs of hearing. In the 

 
13 Muhammad Ahdar “The Identification of English Pronounciation Error on Vowels Made by 

Students at the Tenth Grade of Islamic Boerding School Lebani of Mamuju”,2017. P. 21 
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broader sense, general term for the smallest acoustic or articulator element of 

spoken language that can be perceived.14 

a. Vowel 

Vowels are letters that represent speech sounds where air leaves the 

mouth without any blockage by the tongue, lips, or throat. The vowels in the 

alphabet are a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y. All other letters in the English 

alphabet are consonants, which represent speech sounds where air is blocked 

somehow before leaving the mouth. 

Vowels are voiced continuous sounds involving no interruption in 

the flow of air through the oral cavity. Different vowel sounds result from 

changing the shape of the mouth: each vowel is associated with a different 

configuration of the tongue and lips. 

Vowels play a major role in both spelling and grammar. They also have 

a direct impact on how consonants are used, such as spelling words with 

double consonants. Consider the difference between hop and hope which, 

as present participles, become hopping and hoping. The presence of the 

silent e at the end changes the rules for how to conjugate certain words. 

Even though there are only five (sometimes six) vowels in the alphabet, 

they can be combined in a variety of ways to change their sounds, which results 

in more than a dozen distinct vowel sounds in American English. Without 

getting too confusing, we can divide these vowel sounds into two categories: 

short vowels and long vowels. 

 
14  Hadumod Bussmann, Dictionary of Language and Linguistics, (London and New York: 

Routledge, 1996), P.1094-1095. 

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/spelling/
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/spelling-words-with-double-consonants/
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/spelling-words-with-double-consonants/
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/participle/
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Short vowels are the standard pronunciation of vowels—usually when there is 

only one vowel in the word—especially in short words. 

• a as in cat 

• e as in wet 

• i as in big 

• as in clock 

• u as in but 

Long vowels are a little more complex. Generally, they’re created by 

combining two vowels, where one is typically silent. Often they’re pronounced 

like the name of the vowel; for example, the long vowel sound in eat is 

pronounced like the name of letter e. 

• a as in cake 

• e as in street 

• i as in like 

• as in phone 

• u as in use 

The same vowel can make different sounds, depending on whether it’s paired 

with another vowel. When vowels are used alone in a syllable, they make a short 

vowel sound, such as the i in big. When vowels are combined with another vowel, 

typically a silent vowel, they can make a long vowel sound that’s usually 

pronounced like the letter’s name, such as the ea in eat, which sounds like the name 

of the letter e.15 

 
15 https://www.grammarly.com/blog/vowels/ 
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b. Diphthongs 

Received Pronunciation (RP) has a large number of diphthongs, sounds 

which consist of a movement or glide from one vowel to another. A vowel which 

remains constant and does not glide is called a pure vowel, and one of the most 

common pronunciation mistakes the result in a learner of English a “foreign” 

accent is the production of pure vowels where a diphthong should be 

pronounced. 

In terms of length, diphthongs are like the long vowels describe above. 

Perhaps the most important thing to remember about all the diphthongs is the 

first part is much longer and stronger than the second part; for example, most 

of the diphthong aɪ (as in the word ‘eye’, ‘I’) consist of the a vowel, and only in 

about the last quarter of the diphthong does the glide to /I/ begin. As the glide 

to /I/ happens, the loudness of the sound decreases. As a result, the /I/ part is 

shorter and quieter. Foreign learners must, therefore, always remember that the 

last part of English diphthongs must not be made too strongly. 

c. Trip thongs 

 

The most complex English sounds of the vowel type are the trip thongs. 

They can be rather difficult to pronounce, and very difficult to recognize. A trip 

thong is a glide from one vowel to another and then a third, all produced rapidly 

and without interruption. For example, a careful pronunciation of the word 

‘hour’ begins with a vowel quality similar to ɑ:, goes on to a glide towards the 
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back close rounded area (for which we use the symbol ʊ), then ends with a mid-

central vowel (schwa, ə). We use the symbols əʊə to represent the way to 

pronounce ‘hour’, but this is not always an accurate representation of the 

pronunciation.16 

d. Consonant 

 

Consonant sounds are determined by the position of the tongue, lips, and 

teeth, the way air is released, and the use of, or absence of, voice. The consonant 

may be grouped according to how the sounds are produced. The sounds within 

these groups can be further classified according to the place of articulation, 

that is, the position of the lips or tongue as the sounds are made.17  

Consonants are letters that represent certain speech sounds, specifically 

sounds that involve blocking the air before it leaves the mouth, such as with 

the tongue, lips, or throat. Most letters of the English alphabet are consonants, 

except for a, e, i, o, and u, which are vowels. Consonants are letters that stand 

for a type of sound we use in speech. These sounds involve a partial or 

complete closure of the vocal tract: for example, placing the tongue behind the 

front teeth, as with the consonants t and d; or closing your lips, as with the 

consonants b, m, and p. 

 

 
16 Peter Roach, English Phonetics and Phonology, p.19-26. 
17 Muhammad Ahdar “The Identification of English Pronounciation Error on Vowels Made by 

Students at the Tenth Grade of Islamic Boerding School Lebani of Mamuju”,2017. 
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2. Stress  

Stress is an important feature of English word recognition (Kenworthy 

in Gilakjani, 2012: 126). Ramelan (24 1985) says that stress is the level of 

strength or brilliance of syllables spoken to give meaning. Stress can be 

classified into three types of stress, namely; high stress or primary stress, 

moderate stress or secondary stress and low stress or no stress (Wahyukti, 2008: 

30). Stress plays an important role in English because different stress will 

differentiate meaning and intent.18 

Stress refers to the degree of force and loudness. It indicates the 

importance of a syllable (a part of a word), and the importance of certain words 

in phrases and sentences. 

 

1.) Locating the Sressed Syllable 

What is stress? In its simplest terms, it is an increase in the loudness of 

a word or syllable. Let us look at a three-syllable word from the point of 

view of trying to find which syllable is stressed: “discover.” If you have a 

good ear for stress, you need only to say the word (out loud or, better yet, 

to yourself) to find the stressed syllable. If you are not used to locating the 

stress, you will need to use the test of stressing the   wrong syllable. Say the 

word “discover” three times, each time stressing a different syllable: 

DIScover, disCOver, discoVER. The second sound should sound most 

natural to you. After you have used this technique for a while, you should 

 
18 Gertrude, F. Orion, “Pronouncing American English: Sound, Stress, and Intonation” Boston: 

Heinle&Heinle Publishers, 1988. P.19. 
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be able to abandon it and be able to find stress in a word just by saying the 

word to yourself. 

2.) The Phonetic Effects of Stress 

 The effect of stress is to: (1) increase the duration of the syllable, (2) 

increase the loudness (amplitude) of the syllable, and (3) increase the 

distinctness of the vowel quality. All these factors, or any combination of 

them, may play the role of signaling stress in any particular syllable. The 

changes in loudness and vowel quality are probably the easiest for us to 

hear, but, being used to normal English pronunciation, we often find even 

these features hard to hear.19 

3.) Level of Stress 

 For most practical purposes, the continuum from strongest to weakest 

stress is divided into three identifiable levels of stress. The three levels are 

primary (the strongest), secondary (medium), and weak or tertiary. 

a. Word Stress 

 Word stress means stressing the important words in a sentence, saying 

them with more force than other words, and holding them at a higher pitch. 

Word stress is very important. It gives meaning to the words you say.’ 

b. Sentence Stress 

 In the same way sentences have parts which are strong (sentence 

stresses) and parts which are weak (unstressed and sometime reduced 

 

19 Ian R. A., Mackay “Introducing Practical Phonetics (USA: Little, Brown and Company (Inc.)” 

1978, P.141-143. 
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words). Sentence stressed are the strong parts in the rhythm of the sentence. 

The speaker gives more strength to certain parts to help the listener get the 

sense (or the meaning) of the sentence.’20 

3. Intonation  

In studying intonation, the learners study how pitch of the voice rises and falls 

and how speakers use this pitch variation to convey linguistic meaning. It also 

involves the study of the rhythm of speech and the study of how the inteplay 

of accented. Intonation is musical score of language, it create the melody. Each 

tune has a special meaning. Intonation is major suprasegmental which in 

English described as a rising or falling pitch over a group of words, intonation 

refers to the various tones of by using different tones, the speaker gives 

meaning and expression to the words he says. 21 

a. Tranciption of Intonation  

 Most transcription conventions have been devised for describing 

one particular accent or language, and the specific conventions therefore 

need to be explained in the context of what is being described. However, 

for general purposes the International Phonetic Alphabet offers the two 

intonation marks shown in the box at the head of this article. Global 

rising and falling intonation are marked with a diagonal arrow rising 

left-to-right [↗] and falling left-to-right [↘], respectively.These may be 

written as part of a syllable, or separated with a space when they have a 

 
20 Nurlia, ‘’Pronunciation Skill of The  Course Students (a Study at International English 

course Parepare)’’ 2012. P. 23 

21 Ummu Khair “The use of Digital Dictionary in Learning Pronounciation of Third Semester of 

English Education Program at STAIN PAREPARE”, 2018. P. 11 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Phonetic_Alphabet
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broader scope: 

He found it on the street? 

[ hiː ˈfaʊndɪt | ɒnðə↗ˈˈstɹiːt ‖ ] 

Here the rising pitch on street indicates that the question hinges on that 

word, on where he found it, not whether he found it. 

Yes, he found it on the street. 

 [↘ˈjɛs ‖ hi ˈfaʊndɪt | ɒnðə↘ˈstɹiːt‖ ]  

How did you ever escape? 

 [↗ˈˈhaʊdɪdjuː | ˈɛvɚ | ə↘ˈˈskeɪp‖ ] 

Here, as is common with wh- questions, there is a rising intonation on 

the question word, and a falling intonation at the end of the question. 

In many descriptions of English, the following intonation patterns are 

distinguished: Rising Intonation means the pitch of the voice rises over 

time [↗];Falling Intonation means that the pitch falls with time 

[↘];Dipping or Fall-rise Intonation falls and then rises [↘↗]; and 

Peaking or Rise-fall Intonation rises and then falls [↗↘]. 

b. Function of Intonation 

  Perhaps the longest was that of W.R.Lee who proposed ten. J.C. 

Wells and E.Couper-Kuhlen) both put forward six functions. Walls’s list 

is given as follow; the examples are not his: Attitudinal function ((for 

expressing emotions and attitudes). Example: a fall from a high pitch on 

the 'mor' syllable of "good morning" suggests more excitement than a 

fall from a low pitch), grammatical function((to identify grammatical 

structure). Example: it is claimed that in English a falling pitch movement 
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is associated with statements, but a rising pitch turns a statement into a 

yes–no question, as in He's going ↗home?. This use of intonation is more 

typical of American English than of British. It is claimed that some 

languages, like Chickasaw and Kalaallisut, have the opposite pattern 

from English: rising for statements and falling with questions.), 

focusing((to show what information in the utterance is new and what is 

already known). Example: in English I saw a ↘man in the garden 

answers "Whom did you see?" or "What happened?", while I ↘saw a 

man in the garden answers "Did you hear a man in the garden?"), 

discourse function((to show how clauses and sentences go together in 

spoken discourse). Example: subordinate clauses often have lower pitch, 

faster tempo and narrower pitch range than their main clause, as in the 

case of the material in brackets in "The Red Planet [as it's known] is 

fourth from the sun"), psychological function((to organize speech into 

units that are easy to perceive, memorize and perform). Example: the 

utterance "You can have it in red blue green yellow or ↘black" is more 

difficult to understand and remember than the same utterance divided 

into tone units as in "You can have it in ↗red | ↗blue | ↗green |↗yellow | 

or ↘black"), indexical function (to act as a marker of personal or social 

identity). Example: group membership can be indicated by the use of 

intonation patterns adopted specifically by that group, such as street 

vendors or preachers.The so-called high rising terminal, where a 

statement ends with a high rising pitch movement, is said to be typical of 

younger speakers of English, and possibly to be more widely found 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yes%E2%80%93no_question
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chickasaw_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenlandic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_rising_terminal#Usage
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among young female speakers.).22 

2. The Concept of ELSA Speak Application 

ELSA Speak application is a technology that can be used in learning English. 

Using technology still has become more general, including learning English. The 

reason for using technology in learning English more widely is that it has many 

advantages. For instance, pronunciation would improved with used pronunciation test 

apps. Communication skills also more proficient. Furthermore, technology helps 

education be expanded, and modern technology supports people to achieve many 

outstanding achievements in future learning, particularly in learning English. 

Technology is the invention, change, use, and knowledge of tools, machines, 

techniques, professional skills, systems, and organizational methods, to solve a 

problem, improve an existing solution, achieve a goal, or perform a specific function. 

Using technology in learning English uses software or applications on phones or 

computers that can assist in learning. Application software is used, such as Duolingo, 

Elsa Speaking, Oxford's Dictionary, etc.23 

 Each program is designed to assist users with specific processes, which may be 

related to productivity, creativity and/or communication. There are so many 

technologies or application software that can be downloaded from the internet, in 

terms of learning English. “ELSA Speak” (English Learning Speech Assistant) was 

designed by Vu Van from Vietnam in 2015, and is based in San Francisco, United 

States. ELSA was also listed as one of the 13 promising tech startups in Southeast 

 
22 Muhammad Ahdar “The Identification of English Pronounciation Error on Vowels Made by 

Students at the Tenth Grade of Islamic Boerding School Lebani of Mamuju”,2017. P. 33 
23 Van Lam Kieu , Dang Truc Anh , Pham D. Bao Tran , Vo T. Thanh Nga , Pham V. Phi Ho 

“The Effectiveness of Using Technology in Learning English”. 2021. P. 24 
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Asia by the South China Morning Post. It is designed to help learners speak English 

clearly, fluently and confidently. ELSA is very easy to get by downloading it on the 

Play or App Store on your smartphone. 

  With the advanced ELSA technology, its main function is to train English 

pronunciation accurately. This means that the application can detect the user's 

pronunciation errors with an accuracy rate of up to 95%. ELSA has provided more 

than 1,200 lessons and more than 60 topics for users to practice pronunciation starting 

from practicing pronunciation of English words, phrases and sentences. Another 

feature offered is an interactive dictionary, which would help the user how to 

pronounce the word or phrase he 7 is looking for. This app makes use of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and voice recognition to help improve and perfect English 

pronunciation. In addition according to Lengkanawati (2016) there should be an 

adjustment of the instructing given students so that the subject matter can be more 

dynamic in the learning methods. ELSA Founder & CEO Vu Van said that 

pronunciation is the biggest challenge in learning English, so it becomes a barrier to 

speak fluently and confidently.24 

  ELSA Speak - Accent Reduction is an application (app) for English that is not 

a mother tongue accent and stands for English Speaking Assistant (Becker and 

Edalatishams, 2019). It also uses "artificial intelligence assets" (AI), such as automatic 

speech recognition (ASR), to provide information about the accuracy of a user's 

pronunciation. This activity mainly focuses on practicing English pronunciation. 

includes initial and final sounds, minimum pairs, schwa, that sounds, and consonant 

clusters, it depends on the user's proficiency level. 

 
24 Belinda Lesmana “ Using  Elsa Speak Application To Improve Students’ Speaking Skill at 

UPT SPF SMPN 17 MAKASSAR”, 2022. P. 6-7. 
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  The basic interface of ELSA is simple because it navigates the learners into 

topics and skills, levels, reports and other functions. This is in line with AI's ability to 

provide a proactive, accessible, and comprehensive teaching and learning 

environment (Ghavifekr and Rosdy, 2015). ELSA users can listen to the sound they 

want and then record it on their own. It determines the recording accuracy and 

provides feedback (Becker & Edalatishams, 2019) 8 Additionally, Becker and 

Edalatishams (2019) added that ELSA allows users to set goals via the account, set a 

daily reminder, and view the app's terms and policies. Anguera and Van (2016) states 

that the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application currently offers three 

main types of exercises; pronunciation exercises users pronounce a suggested word or 

phrase and receive feedback (highlighted in color) for each vowel, as well as phonetic 

suggestions to correct existing errors. Intonation exercise users practice syllable stress 

in addition, to sentence intonation, rhythm and conversation exercises. Users practice 

real-life conversations and get instant feedback on their pronunciation and word-level 

tone.25 

1. The advantages of English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA)  

a) Simple and provides navigation between topics and skills, levels, reports, etc.  

b) Users can set the display language (English, Vietnamese or Japanese are good 

target audience indicators for this program).  

c) Depending on the skill level of the user, the skills include exercise such as 

starting and ending sounds, minimal pairs, schwa, th-sounds, and consonant 

clusters.  

 
25 Muammar “Improving the Students’ Pronounciation Using English Language Speech Assistant 

(ELSA) Application (A Pre-Experimental Research at the Eleventh Grade Students’ of SMAN 9 

Makassar), 2022. P. 6-7 
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d) The topics include food, entertainment, technology, culture, daily conversation, 

and relationships, among many others. 

2. Disadvantage English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA)  

a) ELSA hardly focuses on supra segmental features that are likely to be the most 

beneficial in accent reduction.  

b) Inaccurate system for catching mispronunciations. 

3. Features of English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) Reported through the 

official website ELSASpeak.com these features are as follows: 

a) American English pronunciation, is an excellent feature of the app this. 

developed through Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology that allows apps to 

interact and talk using American English accent, this feature will teach you how 

speak in English sentences, user will listen to a word or sentence spoken by the 

application and the user is required to rephrase. The app will later evaluate 

whether what the user is saying is correct or not.  

b) Free online dictionary, a dictionary that the user can use, which contains the 

necessary words for the latter to learn and how it is pronounced.  

c) Proven personalized curriculum, using a curriculum tailored to the needs of 

users to learn English on a large scale. For example, how to pronounce 

sentences and expressions, everyday conversation and others.  

d) Free assessment test, another excellent feature of this application is a test that 

tests the extent to which the user understands the material under that has been 

studied, then the results will be presented in the form of data accompanied by 
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weaknesses that the users may experience.26 

3. The Use of ELSA Application 

a. The first download the app on play store for Android users and App store for 

IOS users.  

b. The user register account or can skip the next stage.  

c. Then, on the learning menu view the user can choose which material to 

study.  

d. After selecting the material, the user will pronounce a word, sentence, or 

conversation provided by ELSA app.  

e. ELSA app will give a score to the user regarding the fluency of 

pronunciation and ELSA app will mark the location of pronunciation error. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
26 Edalatishams, I., & Becker, K. ELSA Speak – Accent Reduction [Review]. USA: Iowa State 

University, 2019. 
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Picture 2.1 ELSA Speak Main Display 
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Picture 2.2  The Use of ELSA Speak Application 
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Picture 2.3  ELSA Assessment of Test Scores 

 

C. Conceptual Framework 

 The framework in a study aims to provide convencience to researchers and be 

able to get the basic concepts in the desired research. The framework is a brief 

description of the research that would be carried out by someone, and from this 

we can understand the intent, flow and objectives of the research that would be 

carried out. The researcher design the conceptual framework of this research by 

showing diagram below: 
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Pictures 2.4 Conceptual Framework 

The used of the ELSA Speak application at MA DDI Kanang is used to assist teachers 

and students in learning to speak English especially for learning pronounciation. In this 

study, the researcher taught a little theory about the basics of pronounciation. It starts 

with the Researcher analyzed by giving the pre test. From the pre test the Researcher 

collection of data and analyzed students pronounciation. After given the pre test, the 

Researcher provide treatment by giving students the opportunity to access and practice 

with ELSA Spaeak application. The last, the Researcher gave a post test to determine 
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the improvement of students' pronounciation from the use of the ELSA Speak 

application. 

 

D.Hypothesis  

In various literatures. The definition of a hypothesis is constructed by experts from 

various angles view. According to Rogers (1966), hypothesis is a single tentative 

conjecture used formulate a theory or experiment and put it to the test, Creswell, J.,W. 

& Creswell, J., D. (2018), the hypothesis is formal statement present the expected 

relationship between the independent variables and dependent variable, and Abdullah 

(2015) , hypothesis is a temporary answer to be tested truth through research.27 

Based on the conceptual framework, the researcher formulated the following 

hypothesis: 

1. Null Hypothesis (Ho). There is no improvement of the students’ 

pronounciation by using ELSA Speak Application on the XII MIPA of 

MA DDI Kanang. 

2. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha). There is an improvement of the students’ 

pronounciation by using ELSA Speak Application on the XII MIPA of 

MA DDI Kanang . 

 

 
27 Jim Hoy Yam, & Ruhiyat Taufik “Hipotesis Penelitian Kuantitatif” Jurnal Ilmu Admiistrasi , 2021. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Research Design 

Design in terms can be interpreted as a series of processes or activities that 

involve various parties who participate  to relize  an idea that has been planned.28 A 

research design can also be applied to test learning strategies in a educational 

institutions to develop the intelligence level of students. In a study, of  course there 

is a system design that aims to improve, solving the problem that has been fragmented 

so that it returns to a unified whole complete/perfect by involving various 

components. 29 The type of this research is quantitative research by applied pre-

experimental design with pre-test and post-test. It aims to know whether using ELSA 

Speak Application can improve students’ pronounciation in the Third Grade MIPA 

of  MA DDI Kanang. 

B. Location and Duration of the Research  

The location of this research take a place at MA DDI Kanang. This research 

use quantitative research that have several times to collect and analyzed data. So 

that research need around two month to collect and analyze data. 

 

 

 
28   Agus Suprapto “Metode Pengumpulan Data dan Analilis Data : Langkah Vital Proses 

Penelitian”, 2013. 
29 Warkim dan Hafiz Novanda Ichwan “Analisa dan Desain Sistem Kehadiran Pegawai Pada 

Pusat Penelitian Perkembangan Iptek Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia” Studia Informatika : 

Jurnal Sistem Informasi, vol.8 No.2, 2015. 
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C. Population and Sample 

1. Population  

The population in this research was the third grade MIPA of  MA DDI 

Kanang. The total of the population is 85 students devided into 3 class. 

 

Table 3.1 Number of class XII MIPA MA DDI Kanang 

 

Source:Administration MA DDI KANANG 

2. Sample  

The sample is part of the total population to be studied as a representative 

of the entire population and can represent all the characteristics of the 

population. 30  Therefore. To obtain data, the sample was taken in this 

research was XII MIPA 1 class which consisted of  30 students. 

D. Variable of the Research 

Variable are components that would become the object of research 

observation. This research involves two variables, namely the ELSA Speak 

Application and the pronounciation. 

 
30 Maimuna K. Tarishi Ramadhani Khija, ludovick Uttoh, “Teknik Pengambilan Sampel,” vol 

13, no. 3 (2015): 1576–  80. 
 

No Class Number of students 

1. 
XII MIPA 1 30 Students 

2. 
XII MIPA 2 28 Students 

3. 
XII MIPA 3 27 Students 

 
Total of Students 85  Students 
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E. Instrument of the Research 

The aims of instrument is as a media that would be used to collect data in 

the research. In this research, researcher would be used reading text to evaluate 

the learning pronounciation trough ELSA Speak Application. It is a reading short 

story to measure the skill of the students to comprehend pronounciation of word. 

The test that would be used in the pre-test and post-test to measure students 

pronounciation ability before and after treatment and also to prove whether ELSA 

Speak Application is effectively used to improve students’ pronounciation after 

the treatment carried out. 

F. Procedure of Data Collection 

The researcher conducted test collecting data, namely pre-test and post-test. 

The pre-test give to identify the students’ pronounciation ability before giving 

treatment, and post-test is used to fine out the improvement of students’ pronounciation 

after giving treatment. The procedure of  data collection that will be used as follows: 

1. Pre-test 

Before conducting the treatment, pre-test such as reading text already 

had been prepared by the researcher to fine out data about students’ 

pronounciation before using ELSA Speak Application. The researcher took the 

data by asked the students to read the text while the researcher assess the 

fluency, intonation, and the accuracy of students’ pronounciation.  

2. Post-test 

After the treatment, the researcher give a post-test to measure the 

students’ improvement in pronounciation by using ELSA Speak Application. 

The researcher giving the reading text, but the text were different from the pre-
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test so that it was easier for researcher to find out whether ELSA Speak 

Application effective improve students’ pronounciation after giving the 

treatment. 

3. Treatment  

After the pre-test, the researcher gave treatment to the students. The researcher 

using ELSA Speak Application as a way to improve students’ pronounciation. 

The treatment process will be carried out for four meetings.  

Below will be describe the treatment steps that the researcher carried out at each 

meeting. 

a. First meeting 

1) The researcher open the class and then check the attendance of all 

students. 

2) The researcher introduce herselves to students and explain the purpose 

of conducting research and what students must do during research. 

3) The researcher invite the students to download ELSA Speak 

Application. 

4) The researcher direct students to log into ELSA Speak Application. 

5) The researcher explain the function, features, and how to used of ELSA 

Speak Application. 

6) The researcher gives some reading text to students and asked the 

students to read in front of the class while the researcher assess the 

fluency, accuracy, and the intonation of students’ pronounciation. 

7) After all students read the text and the researcher have assess all 

students pronounciation, researcher close the class. 
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b. Second meeting  

1) The researcher open the class and then check the attendance of all 

students. 

2) The researcher direct the students to open ELSA Speak Application. 

3) The researcher explain how to use ELSA Speak Application. 

4) The students try to use  and practice their pronounciation with ELSA 

Speak Application. 

5) The researcher would help the students if they find some obstacle in 

using ELSA speak Application. 

6) After all students practice with ELSA Speak Application the researcher 

close the class. 

c. Third meeting  

1) The researcher open the class and then check the attendance of all students. 

2) The researcher direct the students to open ELSA Speak Application. 

3) The students try to use  and practice their pronounciation with ELSA Speak 

Application. 

4) The researcher would help the students if they find some obstacle in using 

ELSA speak Application. 

5) After all students practice with ELSA Speak Application the researcher 

close the class. 

d. Fourth meeting  

1) The researcher open the class and then check the attendance of all 

students. 

2) The researcher direct the students to open ESLA Speak Application. 
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3) The students try to use and practice their pronounciation with ELSA 

Speak Application. 

4) The researcher gives some reading text to students and asked the 

students to read in front of the class while the researcher assess the 

fluency, accuracy, and the intonation of students’ pronounciation. 

5) After all students reading the text and the researcher have assess all 

students pronounciation, researcher close the class. 

The following is the grading rubric that will be used to assess students’ 

pronounciation ability. 
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Table 3.2 Pronounciation Assessment Rubric 

 

Source: aguswaryanto.wordpress (English Teacher Assessment Rubric) 

PRONOUNCIATION ASSESSMENT RUBRIC 

Aspect Score Explanation 

Fluency 

5 Not fluent Very fluent 

4 Fluent 

3 Fluent, but there is still hesitancy 

2 When hesitancy occurs 

1 Not fluent 

Accuracy 

  

5 All pronounce can be understood 

4 Most of word can be understood  

3 Some words can be understood 

2 There are still many mistakes 

1 All pronounce is incomprehensible  

Intonation  

5 
The stress/rhythm of all words, 

phrases, sentences is correct  

4 
The stress/rhythm of most of the 

words is correct 

3 The stress/rhythm of a few words is 

corret 

2 The stress/rhythm still many mistake  

1 
The stress/rhythm of all the words is 

wrong 
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3.3 Table of Classification Score 

No Score Characters Classification 

1. 80-100 5 
Excellent 

2. 66-79 4 Good 

3. 56-65 3 Fair 

4. 40-55 2 Poor 

5. < 39 1 Very Poor 

G. Technique of  Data Analysis 

According to Suharsimi Arikunto, in his book, formally defines data analysis as 

the process of delineating efforts to find topics and formulate hypotheses suggested 

by the data, Data are collected in the form of pre-test and post-test results and 

compared.31 

 Furthermore, to find out students' abilities after learning to improve students’ 

pronounciation using Elsa Speak App, the researcher conducted tests before and 

after learning where the test results would be calculated and analyzed and then 

compared to find out whether there was an increase after learning or not. 

 The following is the procedure that the researcher would through in analyzing 

the data. 

1.  To calculate the percentage increase in student scores on the pre-test and post-

test, researchers would be used the following formula: 

𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑠 =
students corect answer

the total items
 𝑥 100 

 
31 Suharsimi Arikunto, Proses Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktis (Jakarta : Rineka Cipta, 

2006), h. 151 
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2. Furthermore, to find out the mean score of students’ test, researchers would be 

used the following formula: 

𝑋 =
∑𝑥

𝑁
 

In which: 

X : Mean Score 

∑ : The total score 

N : The total of number students 

3. The researcher calculating standard deviation of score by using the formula. 

 𝑆𝐷 = √  
∑𝑥2−

(∑𝑥)2

𝑁

(𝑁−1)
 

 

In which: 

SD: Standard deviation 

∑x2: The sum of score 

(∑x2): The square of the sum of score 

N: The total of the number 

4. Finally, to find out the significant difference between the pre-test and post-test 

scores, the writer wiould be used the following formula: 
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√ 
∑ 𝐷

2
−

(∑ 𝐷)
2

𝑁
𝑁(𝑁 − 1)

 

 

 In which: 

T: Test of significance  

D: Mean difference score (X1-X2) 

∑D: Sum of total score 

      ∑D2: The square of the total difference score 

N: The total of sample 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISSCUSSION 

The findings presented the results of data collected through tests to see the 

comparison of students after being given treatment using the ELSA Speak application. 

In the discussion section, the researchers presented their findings. 

A. Findings  

 The findings of this study related to the students' pre-test and post-test results. 

Pre-test is given to students by preparing reading texts to test students' pronounciation 

before being given treatment using the ELSA Speak application. While the post test is 

given after receiving treatment to be able to find out the comparison of students' 

pronounciation. Student scores were obtained after conducting pre-test and post-test. 

The assessment of student scores includes fluency, accuracy and intonation. Data 

analysis was obtained based on the results of the pre-test and post-test. 

In this section consist of two parts, the part of dealing with the finding of this 

research and discussions. The finding in this research are in form of a description of 

the result consisting of the descriptions of the result of data collection through tests 

which can be discussed in the section below.  

1.  The Students Pre-test and Post-test Score of Classification 

The results of this research relate to placement of students before and after testing. 

A pre-test was conducted by researchers before treatment  to determine students' 

pronounciation, and a post-test was administered to determine students' pronounciation 

after treatment, and the results of the post-test in this research could answer questions 

from the hypotheses that had been designed by the researcher. 
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This research aims to determine whether using Elsa Speak Application can improve 

students' pronounciation in the third grade Mipa 1 MA DDI Kanang. Thus, the results 

of this research are closely related to the classification of students' pre-test and post-

test, the percentage of frequency and level of student scores, the average value and 

standard deviation of the pre-test and post-test, and the hypothesis testing conducted. 

   Students' pre-test scores in results to answer students’ pronounciatioin in 

the third Mipa 1, to know the classification the results can be seen below: 

a. The Score of Students Pre-test 

Table 4.1 The Classification Students’ Score of Pre-test 

No Classification of Students Score Pre-test Students 

1 80-100 (Excellent) - 

2 66-79 (Good) 2 

3 56-65 (Fair) 8 

4 40-55 (Poor) 18 

5 ≤39 ( Very Poor) 2 

 

Data source: The students score in pre-test  

The data in the table above show that none of the students achieved excellent 

classification on the pre-test, 2 students achieved good classification, and 8 students 

achieved fair classification, 18 students got poor classification and 2 students got very 

poor classification. This means that the students' pronounciation ability was low. 

After the researcher gives a score on the pre-test results, the researcher then 

make a tabulation and analyzes the score in the form of a percentage. Scores are 

classified into five levels as follows:  
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b. The Score Percentage of Students Pre-test 

Table 4.2 Percentage of Students Score of the Pre-test 

Classification Score Frequency Percentage 

Excellent 80-100 - - 

Good 66-79 2 7% 

Fair 56-65 8 26% 

Poor 40-55 18 60% 

very poor ≤39 2 7% 
    

 

Data source: The students percentage pre-test of XII Mipa 1 MA DDI Kanang. 

From the table above, we can see that the percentage of students' average 

reading comprehension scores is still low because one only students’ get the one 

highest scores in the excellent classification, and most students classifications of poor 

or very poor.  

c. The Students Score of the Result Post-test 

After analyzing the students pre-test, the researchers conducted post-test 

analyzes of the students as shown in the following table. 

Table 4.3 The Classification Students’ Score of Post-test 

No Classification of Students Score Post-test Students 

1 80-100 ( Excellent) 18 

2 66-79 (Good) 11 

3 56-65 (Fair) 1 

4 40-55 (Poor) - 

5 ≤39 ( Very Poor) - 

Data source: The students score of post-test 

   This table shows the increase in students' classification scores after treatment 

with used Elsa Speak App. The data in the table above, showed that 18 of students got 

Total 30 100% 
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excellent scores on the post-test, 11 students got good scores, and 1 student got poor 

scores. This means that students' reading comprehension has improved significantly.  

After the researcher provides the classification, the researcher creates a table 

and analyzes the ratings as percentages. This score is broken down into her five levels 

as follows: 

d. The Score Percentage of Students Post-test 

Table 4.4 Percentage of student scores after post-test 

Classification Score Frequency Percentage 

Excellent 80-100 18 60% 

Good 66-79 11 37% 

Fair 56-65 1 3% 

Poor 40-55 - - 

very poor ≤39 - - 

Total 30 100% 

Data source: The students percentage post-test of XII Mipa 1 MA DDI Kanang. 

According to the information presented, it has been demonstrated that using 

Elsa Speak App can improve students’ pronounciaton, as a majority of them achieved 

outstanding and satisfactory results. 

1) Mean of score Pre-Test 

 

𝑋 =
∑𝑥

𝑁
 

𝑋 =
1580

30
 

                                                                     = 52.66 

 

 

 



45 
 

 
 

2) Mean score of Post-Test  

𝑋 =
∑𝑥

𝑁
 

𝑋 =
2341

30
 

= 78.03 

3) Standar Deviation of Pre test 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
∑𝑥2 −

(∑𝑥)2

𝑁
(𝑁 − 1)

 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
85248 −

(1580)2

30
(30 − 1)

 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
85248 −

(2.496.400)
30

29
 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
85248 − 83.213,333

29
 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √701.60 

𝑆𝐷 = 26,48 

4) Standard Deviation of Post-Test 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
∑𝑥2 −

(∑𝑥)2

𝑁
(𝑁 − 1)

 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
194.618 −

(2341)2

30
(30 − 1)
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𝑆𝐷 = √  
194.618 −

(5.480,281)
30

29
 

 

𝑆𝐷 = √  
194.618 − 182.676,033

29 
 

𝑆𝐷 = √411,79 

𝑆𝐷 = 20.29 

 

Table 4.5. The Mean Score of Students of Pre-test Post-Test and Standard 

Deviation of the Pre-Test and Post-Test 

Test Mean score Standard Deviation (D) 

Pre-Test 52.66 26.68 

Post-Test  78.03 20.29 

Data source: The mean score and standard deviation of pre-test and post-test 

The information presented in the table above displays that the mean score for 

the pre test was 52.66, whereas the mean score for the post-test was 78.03. Additionally, 

the standard deviation for the pre-test was 26.68, and for the post-test, it was 20.29.  

e. The result of T-test and T-table 

The calculating of t-test value 

𝑡 =
𝐷

√∑ 𝐷2 −
(∑ 𝐷)2

𝑁
𝑁 (𝑁 − 1)

 

 

𝑡 =
27,5

√  
22.165 −

(825)2

30
30 (30 − 1)
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𝑡 =
27,5

√  
22.165 −

680.625
30

30 (29)
 

 

𝑡 =
27,5

√  
22.165 − 22.687,5

870
 

 

  

𝑡 =
27,5

√  
5225
870

 

 

𝑡 =
27,5

√
 
 6,01

 

𝑡 =
27,5

2,45
 

𝑡 = 11,224  

 

Thus, the t-test value is 11,224  

To find out the degree freedom or df, the researcher used the formula below: 

df =N-1  

=30-1  

=29 
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Picture 4.1 Distribution Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After obtaining the degree of freedom, the table at the degree of freedom 29 is in 

significant degree of (ꭤ) 0.05, the table value 1.669, the table following have shown 
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that the t-test was greater than t-table value. So, it indicated that there was significant 

difference between the students pre-test and post-test result.  

 

Table 4.6 The test of Significant 

Variable T-Test T-Table Value 

Pre Test- Post Test  11,224 1.699 

  Data source: primary data processing 

f. Testing of Hypothesis 

This level significant (ꭤ) 0.05 (5%) df=29, then the value of the t-table is 1.699 

while the value of t-test is 11,224. That’s means that the t-test value is higher than the 

t-table (35.52 ≥ 11,224) for the level significant 5%. So, it can be concludes that the 

use Elsa Speak App can improve students' pronounciation in the third grade Mipa 1 

MA DDI Kanang. So, based on the results above (Ho) or the null hypothesis is rejected 

and (Ha) or the alternative hypothesis is accepted.  

g. The Improving of Students’Pronounciation in Learning Process 

The researcher found that learning using Elsa Speak application improve the 

students’ pronounciation by three processes in learning they are repetition, imitation 

and practice process. The first is repetition the sound, make students listen carefully 

and hearing well what the speaker said and familiar  the words on the sound. The 

second is imitation, make the students able to say the words correctly and know how 

the words pronounced. The last is practice, the most important that makes students 

practice the words on the Elsa Speak Application and they repeat that frequently to 

make the accustomed to say the words well like the speaker on the application. 

In addition, the researcher also found that learning using Elsa Speak application 

makes students enjoy in learning pronounciatin and make them interested to train they 
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tongue to produce these word like native speaker on the Elsa Speak Application. 

Besides that, learning using Elsa Speak Application also suitable to teach 

pronounciation, because the students can see and hear how the words are producing 

correctly. And also, the students are not bored to study pronounciation in the classroom 

because they are enjoy and relaxed the material. 

From the table 4.5 that were this two thing being compare (Pre-test and Post-

test) showing the result that Elsa Speak Apps can improve the student’ pronounciation. 

The advantage of using the Elsa Speak application is that it can attract students' interest 

in learning English, especially speaking and pronounciation. The students are no longer 

afraid to speak the wrong way because the application is given a very detailed 

explanation. 

In improving students’ pronounciation, the researcher used an Elsa Speak 

application . From many features on Elsa Speak, the researcher chose to used 

pronounciation levels to help students improve their pronounciation. 

The first step in carrying out this research is to do a pre-test. The pre-test was 

conducted using the method of reading text. The way the researcher evaluates the 

fluency, accuracy and intonation of students is using the assessment rubric. The results 

of the pre-test show 52.66 as the mean score which means that the students' 

pronounciation is classified as poor. In this case, it was found that the students' 

pronounciation was still very lacking. The results of the pre test showed that none of 

the students got excellent classification. One of the problems of students who are not 

fluent in English is the lack of confidence and lack of interest in learning English. The 

Researcher can conclude that there is still a lack of student interest in learning to speak 



51 
 

 
 

English in the current era. The purpose of this step is to measure the scores that students 

have before got treatment using the Elsa Speak application. 

In this second step, the researcher applied for twice treatments to the students 

using the Elsa Speak application. The first treatment, the researcher explained about 

the Elsa Speak application and how to use it to students. Because the research that took 

place at MA DDI Kanang that allow students to bring cellphones to school, the 

researcher used cellphones as teaching media tools. In the first treatment, the researcher 

asked students to follow the dialogue contained in the Elsa Speak application. Then the 

researcher called the students one by one to practice directly by looking at the dialogue 

text. In the second treatment, the researcher repeated the same incident by asking 

students to follow the dialogue text in the Elsa Speak application. The purpose of each 

of these treatments is to educate students and also to analyze whether the Elsa 

Application can be useful for learning how to speak English and improving students’ 

pronounciation. 

After the treatment was carried out, the researcher then conducted a post test to 

measure the students' pronounciation after the treatment. The researcher repeats the 

same process as in the pre test but different reading text. Based on the results collected 

by the researchers, students got a score of 78.03 as the mean score. The mean score on 

the student's post-test is classified as good. At this step, the students demonstrate their 

ability to speak clearly and well.  

B. Discussion 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher conclude that learning using 

Elsa Speak Application can improve students pronounciation in the third grade MIPA 

1 MA DDI Kanang, where the result of the pre-test showed 52.66 as the mean score, 
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and the result of the post-test showed 78.03 as the mean score. According to the 

findings of Belinda Lesmana in her Thesis, ELSA Speak application can improve 

students speaking skill especially in pronouciation. ELSA Speak application is easier 

to use with very detailed procedures, it is easier for students to understand 

pronunciation and fluency in speaking English. Students also discover some new 

vocabulary. 

From the researcher findings it can be concluded that the Elsa Speaking application 

provides an increase in students' pronounciation as measured by scores. Some students 

showed a significant improvement after being given the treatment twice. It was proven 

that the Elsa Speak application is very easy to understand and the students enjoy 

learning to speak in English. The Elsa Speak application can attract students' interest 

in learning to speak English because it has many features that make it easier for students 

to understand it. The used of Elsa Speak application makes it easier for students to 

understand the material. 

This finding also strengthened by Muammar which states that the ELSA Speak 

application is suitable for learning pronunciation. There are many categories of content 

available which are good such as courses related to English proficiency level. Indeed, 

features such as vowel and consonant sounds, diphthongs, syllables, and word stress 

can be references for studying. From the students’ participation to the use of the English 

Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in pronunciation, students’ 

improvement is quite high. This is related to the theory regarding the adventages of 

ELSA Speak application: 

a) Simple and provides navigation between topics and skills, levels, reports, etc.  

b) Users can set the display language (English, Vietnamese or Japanese are good 
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target audience indicators for this program).  

c) Depending on the skill level of the user, the skills include exercise such as 

starting and ending sounds, minimal pairs, schwa, th-sounds, and consonant 

clusters.  

d) The topics include food, entertainment, technology, culture, daily conversation, 

and relationships, among many others. 
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CHAPTER V 

CLOSING 

This chapter will discuss the conclusions of the researchers' findings and the 

submission of suggestions by researcher. 

A. Conclusion 

From the results of the research and also the topic of discussion, it can be 

concluded that the Elsa Speak application can improve students’ pronounciation in 

third grade MIPA MA DDI Kanang. The Elsa Speak application which shows an 

increase in students' English proficiency is measured by pre-test show 52.66 as the 

mean score and post-test show 78.03 as the main score. Based on the results of data 

analysis, it can be seen that through the Elsa Speak application, which is easier to use 

with very detailed procedures, it is easier for students to understand pronunciation and 

fluency in speaking English. Students also discover some new vocabulary. Given the 

current era, English is one of the languages that must be mastered as a support in the 

future.  

The author hopes that teaching English using a medium can be an inspiration 

the  reaserch finding and also the discussion topic we can concludes that Elsa Speak 

Application can improve students’ pronounciation. This Elsa Speak application that 

show improvement for the student ability in speaking English was measured by the 

score of the pre-test and post-test. We can see that through Elsa Speak applications 

which is more simplier to use, and more easier to get the student from senior high 

school can easily learning English from their phone. 
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B. Suggestion  

Based on the conclusions that the authors have made, the authors also want to 

provide some suggestions and recommendations:  

1. For English teachers, it is recommended to use several different techniques 

such as using the Elsa Speak application in teaching pronoonciation In the 

Elsa Speak application there are many discussion topics that are very 

suitable and easy to practice students’ pronounciation. However, this 

application is good for use on a stable network. 

2. For students this method is very suitable to be applied  because it can still 

be given examples of pictorial dialogues so that they are more imaginative 

in learning and influence students' interest in learning English.  

3. For the next researcher, similar research may be improved by trying to be 

more creative in applying the Elsa Speak application. 

4. For the founders of ELSA Speak Application, researcher hope that there 

will be an additional feature where the ELSA Speak App users not imitate 

but they speak and then their erros corrected by the application.  
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Intsrumen Penelitian 

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti akan menggunakan metode pre-experimental sehingga 

pada penelitian ini peneliti akan memberikan pre-test dan post-test terhadap kelas yang 

akan dijadikan sebagai sampel penelitian seperti berikut ini. 

 

Instrument of Pre-test 

Reead the Text Below Correctly and Accucately! 

My Daily Activity 

From Monday to Saturday, I usually wake up at 5 o’clock in the morning. I need to 

prepare myself to school. There are many activities I have to do before going to school. 



 
 

III 
 

First of all, I do my bed until it is very tidy. After that, I sweep the floor. I love to see 

my room neat and clean. When I still feel sleepy, I walk around my house. Also, I do 

some physical movements to stretch my body. 

Then, I prepare some books based on schedule. I do not want to leave any book at home. 

I wash my face, brush my teeth, then have a shower. Finally, I eat breakfast after 

wearing my school uniform. Before going to school I hug my parents. I enjoy learning 

time at school. I like to play with my friends too. 

The school finished at 1 p.m. After school, I change my uniform then have lunch. I 

usually help parents to cook for our dinner then help to wash dishes after eating. After 

watching TV for one hour, I study and do my homework. At the end, I go to sleep at 9 

p.m 

 

Instrument of Post-test 

Read the Text Below Correctly and Accucately! 

Holiday 

Two weeks ago, my family and I were in my grandpa's hometown. It is our annual 

agenda every holiday at the end of Semester. Unfortunately, it was the rainy season 

there. 

It rained almost every day there. We didn't have enough time to visit some tourist places 

there because of the rain. We had not enough sunlight even to dry up our laundry. As 

a result, we just stayed at home almost all day long. 

Seeing the condition, we decided to make an interesting activity indoors to spend the 

holiday together. The activity we chose that day was making funny videos directed by 

me. Finishing the videos, we edited them and uploaded them to youtube. By doing this, 

we could kill our boredom of staying at home because of the rain and make a creative 

activity instead 
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THE RESULT OF PRE-TEST AND POST-TEST 

 

No 

Pre Test Post Test Devition 

X1 X1
2 X2 X2

2 D D2 

1 67 4489 90 8100 23 529 

2 60 3600 87 7569 27 729 

3 60 3600 90 8100 30 900 

4 60 3600 88 7744 28 784 

5 52 2704 77 5929 25 625 

6 62 3844 82 6724 20 400 

7 62 3844 77 5929 15 225 

8 55 3025 80 6400 25 625 

9 52 2704 87 7569 35 1225 

10 50 2500 77 5929 27 729 

11 52 2704 82 6724 30 900 

12 68 4624 95 9025 27 729 

13 50 2500 87 7569 37 1369 

14 42 1764 70 4900 28 784 
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15 40 1600 70 4900 30 900 

16 52 2704 70 4900 18 324 

17 52 2704 77 5929 25 625 

18 60 3600 85 7225 25 625 

19 60 3600 88 7744 28 784 

20 47 2209 80 6400 33 1089 

21 50 2500 77 5929 27 729 

22 52 2704 85 7225 33 1089 

23 50 2500 80 6400 30 900 

24 55 3025 75 5400 20 400 

25 37 1369 67 4489 30 900 

26 37 1369 62 3844 25 625 

27 47 2209 82 6724 33 1089 

28 62 3844 87 7569 25 625 

29 40 1600 73 5329 33 1089 

30 47 2209 80 6400 33 1089 

Total 1580 85248 2341 194.618 825 22.165 
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SURAT IZIN MELAKSANAKAN PENELITIAN 
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SURAT IZIN PENELITIAN 
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SURAT SELESAI MENELITI 
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DOCUMENTATION 
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