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ABSTRACT 

Hadira. Students Reading Skill through Literal reading at the second grade of SMA 

Negeri 8 Pinrang (Supervised by Hj. Nurhamdah and Bahtiar). 

 Literal reading is the understanding of information and facts directly stated in the 
text. It is recognized as the first and most basic level of comprehension in reading. 
Students can employ literal comprehension skills (keywords, skim reading and 
scanning) to better locate information efficiently. The purpose of this research is to find 
out the students reading skill through Literal reading at SMAN 8 Pinrang. 

  The sample of this study was 21 students’ used purposive sampling from Class 
XI MIPA 1. The researcher conducted the research by quantitative design. The data 
collecting technique by students’ final score document which conducted from the 
teacher, the research conducted in 45 days including of data analysis. 

The result of the data showed that students reading literal comprehension average 
77.28 than the students’ maximum score in 80.00 and minimum score was 51.17. Mean 
or average data which showed for Good Category. The specific description of students’ 
Reading literal comprehension that students can get information directly from text such 
as identifying main idea, supporting details and summarizing. The reader is trying to 
better understand what is actually happening within the text. 

 
Keyword: Reading Skill, Literal Reading  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

Reading is an important skill in learning English but sometimes students get 

some problems in the reading process because they limited vocabulary knowledge so  

that  they  poor  in  comprehension  and  they difficult  to  recall  information  after  

reading.  The  teachers  need  to  help  the  students  to  resolve  these  problems with 

refining their technique in teaching reading. 

The importance of learning reading is to build the Skill and knowledge of 

students to understand the material of reading text. Such as Skill to read various texts 

in English, Skill to adjust reading styles according to the purpose of reading (i, e 

skimming, scanning, Literal and intensive), and Skill to have critical perspective on the 

content of the texts. This research will refer to the Literal reading. 

One of strategies which should be managed and applied by teachers in the 

classroom is teaching reading strategies. Wallace states that a reading strategy is a 

unitary process which cannot be subdivided into part skills. This means as a process, a 

reading strategy involves ways of processing text which will vary with the nature of 

the text, the reader’s purpose, and the context of situation.1 

Literal reading is one of the ways to improve reading Skill for the students, 

because, from the Literal reading students can choose the interest book, articles, or 

other book for study depends on material of reading study, or suitable for study and 

teacher will know what the students need without making students bored, tired, or 

confused to improve their Skill in reading. Literal reading as an approach to teaching 

 
1 Wallace C, Literal reading in language education, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 2003) 
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reading may be thought of in terms of purpose or outcome2. According Bamford Literal 

reading is an approach to invite the reader to develop good reading habits, to build up 

knowledge of vocabulary and structure, and encourage linking a reading.3 

Activities of Literal reading which, students reading a lot of easy materials it 

become easier to save every information in their mind. The result shows that before 

implementation of Literal reading activities students got several words in synonym and 

antonym were a fair category and after implementation Literal reading students. The 

basic concept of Literal reading material should be variety. There are a lot of resources 

that can use to get reading material for students to choose what they like such as the 

library, the internet, magazine, newspapers, and other things based on their levels. The 

students must be very open to choosing the text category for their selves. 

The advantages of Literal reading become very important for the learner in 

improving their reading performance, the researcher thinks that students may get much 

improvement for their reading skills after being taught by this approach of learning 

reading. Applying the Literal approach in teaching activities will be effected to the 

students reading performance.  

The researcher identify the students’ skills after being taught by the Literal 

approach, which is already being implemented by the teacher, the materials were about 

reading materials in a kind of text such as narrative text, and recount text. This also is 

integrating with the aspect of educational purposes. 

The researcher assumed that by this approach of teaching reading may get 

several influences toward the students reading skill, students get influenced from 

 
2Mikulecky Beatrice, Literal Reading: What iIs It? Why Brother?, the collection  article, 1990, p. 

17. 
3Bamford, J and Day R Richard, Literal reading: what is it? Why brother?, (The collection article, 

1990,p.15. 
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several aspects, the aspect of their improvement may cause of the teacher’s method, 

and media, situational or many other things can affect the students performing. The 

researcher assumed that this approach of teaching may or not influences the students.  

Student’s Skill refers to the reader for understanding or comprehension the 

reading text, because one of the purposes of reading itself is to get information or 

knowledge. So it should hardly be necessary to persuade the reader that reading 

involves thinking besides reading comprehension also has relation with Literal reading. 

There are two of the many goals for Literal reading, enabling students to read without 

constantly stopping and providing increased word recognition. One of the fundamental 

conditions of successful Literal reading is that students should be reading material that 

they can hardly be reading for pleasure.4 

Based on the researcher preliminary observation at SMAN 8 Pinrang, it showed 

that most of the students have been taught by Literal reading in class for getting points 

or information with the reading text. It also seeing that, students look very low in their 

reading skill, it identified from the text given to them. And the students mostly can’t 

answer the test corretly.  

The indicator test given in observation is about main idea, supporting idea, 

summarizing. The students showed the various results of Skill in catching the 

information. In sum, the students still can’t afford the reading skill.  Based on the 

explanation above, the so the writer is interesting to research on this issue. 

 

B.  Research Question 

 
4Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, Malaysia, 2002, p.28 
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Based on the background above, the researcher formulates the question: How 

are the students’ reading skills through Literal reading for main, supporting and 

summaring idea at SMAN 8 Pinrang? 

C. The Objective of The Research  

Based on the problem statement above, the objectives of the research are 

formulated to find out the students’ reading skills through Literal reading at SMAN 8 

Pinrang. 

D. Significances of The Research 

1. For the Teacher 

This research is expected to use as a reference and useful reading material so 

that it can contribute to the development of science, especially for educators, and can 

serve as a guide for future researchers. 

2. For the Student 

The research is expected to enrich the knowledge of English students especially 

by using Literal reading to get reading skills. 

3. For the Researcher 

This research is also expected to give benefit as reference for the researchers 

who want to run research related to this one.  

 

  

 

 

  



 

5 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A.  Previous Research Finding 

Some researchers have observed and found related results referred to use the 

Literal reading to get reading Skill by a lot of kinds of techniques. 

Dadan Hidayat from Universitas Bina Sarana Informatika, “The Effect of 

Literal Reading on Students’ Reading Comprehension”  the result of the research is 

based on the statistical calculation using t-test, the researcher gave interpretation to t 

value. First, the researcher considered the d.f. with the d.f. (30- 2=28). The researcher 

checked the score of “t” at the significant level of 0, 05. The d.f. of (28) and the critical 

value 0, 05 significant table was (1.70). By comparing the “t” that the researcher got in 

calculation t value = (7.627) and the value of “t” on the t table = t0.05 = (1.70), it is 

known that the t value is bigger than table = 7.627>1.70. Because the t value is bigger 

than t table the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is 

accepted. It means that there is a significantly different score of students reading 

comprehension by using Literal reading on the reading process. result of the student’s 

pre-test and post-test. Literal reading was done by the student in experimental. Then 

the Literal reading method was effective to improve reading comprehension. The 

statistical computation results proved that students’ score on post-test > students’ score 

on the pre-test. During observation when the Literal reading was implied in the reading 

process, the students were very enthusiastic, they could build their vocabulary 

knowledge and they could recall the information after reading. It was different before 

Literal reading was applied in experimental class; they felt confused when they found 
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out the new vocabulary in the reading texts and students had difficult how to recall 

information after reading5. 

Eka Mardiana and Nur Hidayat from STKIP Bina Insan Mandiri Surabaya The 

Effect of Literal Reading on Students’ Reading Achievement Of Senior High School 

The study aimed to investigate the effects of Literal reading on students’ reading 

achievement for senior high school grade X. Literal reading was an alternative method 

in the teaching reading to make the students fun and easy to get the meaning of texts 

from many sources. The subjects were 27 students at grade X in the academic year 

2018/2019. The researcher applied by using a quasi-experimental design using a 

quantitative approach. The instrument of this research used pre-questionnaires, tests 

and observation. The technique of analyzing data was applied by using a paired sample 

t-test from the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences 22 (SPSS22). The result of 

the analysis showed that the mean of the pre-test was 79, 85 and the mean of post-test 

was 85, 56. The mean score of posttest was higher than pretest in experimental class 

who were taught by Literal reading. It concluded that the implementation of the Literal 

reading can give positive effects to the students. It was supported by the result of 

observation showed that the students were enthusiastically to answer the question, 

many vocabularies, fun, enjoyable, easy to understand the meaning of the texts and 

more active in the teaching learning.6 

The third research was from Andi Nawirsah which tittle of “The Students’ 

Ability In Literal Reading Comprehension the students’ ability in reading 

 
5 Dadan Hidayat, “The effect of Literal on students reading comprehension”, (wanastra: jurnal 

bahasa dan sastra 2020) ,p 60. 

6 Eka Mardiana, the effect of Literal reading on students reading achievement of senior high 

school, Published by Research and Community Development Center, p.17. 
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comprehension is the purpose of this study. The research population was the third year 

students which consisted of three parallel clasess. For selecting sample, random 

sampling was used by the reseacher for taking five students in each class. Then, totally 

15 students became as the sample. The data collection was taken through two kinds of 

instruments, namely non-test and test. Non-test consisted of questionaire, and interview 

meanwhile test itself used was on the literal comprehension level. In analyzing the data, 

the non-test was analyzed descriptively then the test was analyzed statistically. The 

result of test shows that the mean score of students is 71. In short, the ability of the 

third year students of SMP Negeri 11 Palu in reading comprehension text is categorized 

as good level. 

Table 2.1 Similarity of Research 

No Tittle Author Similarity Differentiation 

1 The Effect of 

Literal Reading 

on Students’ 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Dadan Hidayat It has similar of 

Object research refers 

to the literal reading 

become the research 

issue. 

The different is from 

the variable, previous 

research conducted 

about the effect and 

this research is about 

the students reading 

skill 

2 The Effect of 

Literal Reading 

on Students’ 

Reading 

Achievement Of 

Senior High 

Schoo 

Eka Mardiana It has similar of 

Object research also 

refers to the literal 

reading become the 

research issue. 

The different from 

the target of the 

research, which also 

from the achievement 

of the students, 

previous research 

only for effect and 

achievement  
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3 The Students’ 

Ability In 

Literal Reading 

Comprehension 

Andi 

Naniwarsih 

The similarity from 

the students’ ability, 

it has similar 

measuring data for 

ability of skill 

Different from the 

word of ability and 

comprehension, it 

shows more 

comprehension than 

this research for the 

issue. 

Based on the statement above, the researcher concluded there are many 

techniques can be used in teaching Literal reading to the students, and shows the 

effective method to improve the students reading Skill, so by understanding Literal 

reading also is hoped to improve reading Skill especially to the second grade of SMAN 

8 Pinrang. 

B.  Some Pertinent Ideas   

1. The Concept of  Literal Reading 

The following will describe several theories related to the research topic: 

a. Definition of Literal Reading 

Literal reading is an approach to invite the reader to develop good reading 

habits, to build up knowledge of vocabulary and structure, and encourage linking a 

reading. A Literal reading approach introduces students to the dynamics of reading as 

it is done in real life by including such key elements of real-life reading as chosen and 

purpose.7 

Literal reading of high-interest material for both children and adults offers the 

potential for reinforcing and recombining language learned in the class.8It is could be 

 
7 Bamford, j and Day R Richard, Literal reading: what is it? Why brother?, (The collection 

article, 1990,p.17. 

8 Bell Timoty, Literal Reading : why? And how,( Kuwait University, 2008), p. 1. 
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measured for a reader to can chose and also focus on the reading in the textbook. And 

then with there is Literal reading the reader can encourage the motivation and also lack 

vocabulary reader can benefit. In addition, Literal reading also makes the reader 

comprehend, understand, and also be fluency a reader. The key to the success of the 

Literal reading program is to build confidence and not to pressure the students. It is 

very important to encourage them. If you have read a lot of the same books which they 

read in your class, you can share the joy of having books in common. Three golden of 

Literal reading: 

1) No dictionaries while reading 

2) Skip over difficult words 

3) Stop reading when it is boring or too difficult. 

The idea that learners can develop their language knowledge through Literal 

reading is attractive for several reasons: first, reading is essentially an individual 

activity, and therefore learning of different proficiency levels could be learning of their 

level without being locked into an inflexible class program. Second, it allows learners 

to follow their interests in choosing what they read and thus increases their motivation 

for learning. Third, it provides the opportunity for learning to occur outside the 

classroom.9 

In reading activity, it is important for the reader to understand or comprehend 

the reading text, because one of the purposes of reading itself is getting information or 

knowledge. So it should hardly be necessary to persuade a reader that reading involves 

thinking besides reading comprehension also has relation with Literal reading. There 

are two of the many goals for Literal reading, enabling students to read without 

 
9Paul Nation, The Language Learning Benafit of Literal Reading, (Return to the language 

teacher online 1999)  p.26. 



10 

 

  

 

constantly stopping and providing increased word recognition. One of the fundamental 

conditions of successful Literal reading is that students should be reading material that 

they can hardly be reading for pleasure.10 It means that the success of Literal reading 

is that students should be reading material that they understand or comprehension. If 

they are struggling to understand or comprehend every word. So, the relationship 

between Literal reading and reading comprehension is clear that reading 

comprehension is not only a process of knowing the meaning but also the process of 

catching the teacher to approach the students based on students’ likes and interests. 

b. The characteristic of Literal reading  

Literal reading is probably most usefully explained as a set of principles. There 

are ten principles to make a successful Literal reading program: 

1) The reading material is easy. 

2) A variety of reading material on a wide range of topics is available. 

3) Learners read as much as possible. Learners choose what they want to read. 

4) The purpose of reading is usually related to pleasure, information, and general 

understanding.11 

c. The Principle of Literal Reading 

Literal reading has several principles that distinguish it from other techniques. 

This technique is very necessary when learning a reading subject. Based on the 

definition from Day and Bamford Literal reading has 10 principles; they are12 : The 

reading material is easy, a variety of reading material on a wide range of topics must 

 
10Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, (Malaysia, 2002) p. 2018. 

11Tamar, Mikeladze, Literal Reading, Telavi Lakob Gogebashvili: (University of Latvia, 2014), 

p. 15. 
12Yurika Iwahori. “Developing Reading Fluency:  A Study of Literal Reading in EFL. Reading 

in a foreign Language” (2008. Volume 20), p. 71. 
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be available, learners choose what they want to read, learners read as much as possible, 

the purpose of reading is usually related to pleasure, information, and general 

understanding, reading is its own reward, reading speed is usually faster rather than 

slower, reading is individual and silent, teachers orient and guide their students, and 

the teacher is a role model of a reader. 

The first, the reading text is easy, it means that Literal reading text uses the 

familiar word with the fun topic, make the reader interest and easy to understanding 

the topic while reading. Second, a variety of reading material on a wide range of topics 

must be available, the Literal reading has broad coverage, so this Literal reading 

available for using in the some kind of reading material. Third, learners choose what 

they want to read. These principles that make Literal reading activity to be pleasure in 

the classroom because the learning material is easy, broad coverage, and suitable to 

students’ interest. 

d. The Benefits of Literal Reading 

In a study by Day and Bamford as explained before, Literal reading is 

characterized by some aspects, namely: it is a large quantity of varied, self-selected, 

enjoyable reading at a reasonably fluent speed.13 In other words, Literal reading is 

defined as a procedure of providing students with time, encouragement, and materials 

to read pleasurably, their own level, as many books as they can, without the pressures 

of testing marks14. These aspects support the goal of Literal reading that is called as 

 
13 Bamford, j and Day R Richard, Literal reading: what is it? Why brother ?, (The collection 

article, 1990) p.25 

14Arife KOC. The Effect of Literal Reading on Oerall Language Achievement in the Foreign 

Language Classroom. (Proceeding of Acdecsera 7th International Conference. 2017), P.5. 
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pleasure. Therefore, Literal reading is often said as one of activities the contributes to 

students’ comprehension input in reading activity. 

Literal reading has many benefits that we can get when applied in reading, as 

nation said in his book there have been numerous researchers who have studied the 

effects of Literal reading on language found that Literal reading benefits the language 

in numerous ways including their reading proficiency, reading habits, reading fluency, 

vocabulary retention as  well writing and spelling. 

Literal reading program requires students to read a wide variety of text materials 

from different fields in the target language. Bell also asserts that Literal reading is an 

effective reading activity that help learners to increase their reading speed and 

comprehension skills.15 Grabe and Stroller also defined the consider type of reading as 

the one that exposes learners to large quantities of materials within their linguistic 

competence. Students’ exposure to such reading materials will provide them the 

opportunity to develop their communicative competence in English and also make 

them educationally in other subjects. 

Another opinion about the benefit of Literal Reading also said by Macalister, 

Literal Reading improves reading comprehension, reading speed, vocabulary, writing, 

speaking, and listening nearly all aspects of language competence;16 although a 

growing number of L2 teachers are keen to Literal Reading in their teaching, not many 

are able to fully and successfully implement Literal Reading due to curricular or 

contextual factors17. 

 
15 Bell, Jahna. Active Learning Reading. Webster University, 2006. 
16 Macalister, Nation, Improving Reading Comprehension (New York: Routledge, 2010) p.26 
17Anna C-S Chang. Current Practice of Literal Reading in Asia: Teacher’s Perceptions, the 

Reading Matrix, An International Online journal, Vol. 17, 2017, P. 42. 
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In addition, ER also has contributed in defining Literal reading as a teaching 

approach that encourages learners to read as much as they can in order to gain fluency 

in English and any other foreign language. This basic approach is based on the principle 

that reading is the best way of learning how to read. An interesting future about ER is 

that students are given autonomy to choose the genre and volume of materials to read. 

However, instructors should be keen to ensure that the material chosen is easy to read. 

Through this approach, students benefit in a number of ways. For instance, they are 

able to capture the overall meaning of a particular text while at the same time finding 

great pleasure as well as enjoyment in reading. Moreover, students are not under any 

hard rules to read every book they choose; teacher using the ER approach allow learners 

to discard a book if they perceive it to be too hard or uninteresting18.  

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that Literal reading gives 

many benefits for students in developing all aspects of language competence, namely; 

reading proficiency, reading habit, reading fluency, vocabulary, retention as well as 

writing and spelling. 

e. Literal Reading Activities 

The basic activity in Literal reading is reading. Day and Bamford stated that 

students will be assigned to read19. To keep track with students reading, teachers should 

encourage them to report back their reading in certain ways, for example by employing 

the reading journal. Sweet also suggest that when reading Literally, students should be 

involved in group discussion where critical readers and learners are more likely to 

 
18Bamford, j and Day R Richard, Literal reading: what is it? Why brother ?, (The collection 

article, 1990) p.37 

19Ziming Liu. “Reading behavior in the digital environment Changes in reading behavior over 

the past ten years” ,( journal of Documentation, Vo. 61, 2005)  P. 702.  
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happen; students engage in daily discussion about what they read, subsequently, 

students can share the result of their discussion to a classroom. The next activity that 

can be utilized is reading aloud as a favorite part. Harmer affirms that yet reading aloud 

of a particularly exciting or interesting excerpt can be extremely motivating and 

enjoyable for a class20. The activities which are explained above are some alternative 

activities which are explained above are some alternative activities in implementing 

Literal reading in a classroom. 

Therefore, if teachers establish Literal reading in a positive way, provide 

reading materials which are attractive and meet with students’ level, and support the 

students in doing Literal reading, students will encounter reading for enjoyment and 

bring in the language learning rewards. It means that activity of Literal reading 

basically just read the text that chosen by own, and the students can enjoy the reading 

text with fun and interested as well as comprehend the information after read the text. 

f. Advantages Of Literal Reading 

Aliponga state in Literal reading, students silently read large quantities of 

materials. These materials are usually at a level that permits students to gain at least a 

fair understanding of what they are reading without outside help. These large quantities 

of reading materials provide large amounts of comprehensible input in students new 

language in order to make progress toward overall command of that language.21  

This does not only benefit reading proficiency but overall language proficiency 

as well. Other characteristics generally thought to be among the most important for 

 
20Annas C-S Chang. “Current Practice of Literal Reading in Asia: Teacher’s Perceptions. The 

Reading Matrix” ,( An International Onine Journal, Vol. 17, 2017), P. 42. 

21Jonathan Aliponga, “Its Benefits For Literal Reading” (‘International Journal of Humanities 

and Social Science, Vol. 3 No. 12, 2013), p.73. 
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making Literal reading successful include : 1) Students choose what they want to read; 

2) Students take part activities; 3) Teachers read with their students, thus serving as 

role models of good readers; 4) teachers and students keep track of student progress; 

5) Teachers provide help and guidance where needed. 

 In addition, there are several opinions of the authors in Mikeladze: Compared 

to intensive reading, Literal reading is a long run approach, through  which learners 

cannot expect prompt effect22. It’s a time consuming approach. Nevertheless, Literal 

reading has obvious positive outcomes. It contributes to development of different 

linguistic aspects.  

The benefits of Literal reading, such as gains in vocabulary, writing, spelling, 

and positive attitude toward reading, are described by Day and Bamfor, Bell. Steiner 

chief inspector for English at Israel ministry of education, in her book let Reading for 

pleasure lists following benefits of Literal reading : a) enhances world knowledge, b) 

accounts for one third of vocabulary growth, c) promotes reading as a lifelong activity, 

d) builds vocabulary, e) builds structural awareness, f) improves comprehension skills, 

g) promotes motivation, h) encourages pupils to read fluently and use all the strategies, 

i) encourages pupils to progress through different levels of text and monitor their own 

progress, j) provides with enjoyable reading experience. 

Nation (2004) discusses the vocabulary learning benefits from the Literal 

reading which are of two kinds. One involves enriching and strengthening knowledge 

of words that have been met before which is more important than the former.  

g. Difficulties in Applying Literal Reading 

 
22Tamar, Mikeladze, Literal Reading, Telavi Lakob Gogebashvili: (University of Latvia, 2014), 

p. 15. 
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Many language learners, however, are eager to see the effects of Literal reading 

in the shortest possible time and so may quit reading because of its delayed effect. 

These are perhaps the reasons Literal reading scholars suggest creating a system by 

which learners can see their progress or learning gains. Without the system, it is 

difficult to get students to continue reading for a longer period of time. 

Given that such a large proportion of teachers experienced difficulties, the sub 

question focused on the types of difficulties they encountered. The difficulties they 

encountered came from three main sources: students, teachers, and the institutions. The 

top four difficulties the teacher respondents encountered were: students were not 

interested in reading, it was difficult to monitor whether students actually read, students 

were not able to read independently, and it was difficult to get students to read materials 

that were not assessed23.  

The other difficulties were these: students had no time for extra reading,it was 

difficult to assess what is learned from Literal reading, it is difficult to find suitable 

reading materials, the institute does not have many books for students to read, and the 

curriculum has a fixed schedule. Overall, it is apparent that the major difficulties 

experienced by the L2 teachers came from the students themselves, who were not 

interested in reading, were unmotivated, and were unable to read independently, and 

had no time to do extra reading.  

These were followed by some problems from the teachers themselves: not being 

able to monitor and assess what students actually ready. The difficulties from their 

institutions seemed to be minor: not having enough books and having a fixed 

curriculum. 

 
23A Renandya, Willy, “Current Practice of Literal Reading in Asia” (The Reading Matrix: An 

International Online Journal, Vol. 17, Number. 1, 2017), p.48-49. 
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2. The Concept of Reading Skill 

a. Definition of Reading 

Reading is a process to carry out by the reader to get messages or information 

from the author through print media. This is a very complex process in recognizing and 

understanding written symbols that are influence by the skills of perception, 

experience, decoding, language background, mindset and reasoning of the reader. 

Besides speaking, listening, and writing, one of the skills in English is Reading. This 

is a way to understand the written messages. Reading is the first direct communication 

of students to obtain their language development. After listening and speaking, students 

further goes to school where they first learn to read before writing. Reading is one of 

the basic communicative skills, but it is a very complex process. It is difficult to arrive 

at a precise definition of the reading process.24 

Reading is the activity for getting information from the book or the text. 

Reading is essentially a complex that involves many things, not just receive the text, 

but also involves a visual activity likes thinking. As the visual process, reading is a 

process of translating written symbol (letters) into spoken words. As a process of 

thinking, reading activities include word recognition, literal comprehension, 

interpretation, critical reading, creative reading and creative insight. 

By reading activity, we can increase our knowledge. In other word, if we always 

read the book every day, we can get much knowledge. Improving reading ability for 

students, they should practice their reading more and more. However, students may 

 
24Arthur W. Heilman, Principles and Practices of Teaching Reading (San Fransisco: Merril, 

1990), p.2.   
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find out difficulty in practicing their reading so that it can make them frustration. It can 

be solved if they always keep practicing, they will have a good sense of English and 

will help them to comprehend the total meaning of the words. This following, 

definitions about reading that is defined by some linguists. 

Reading is more than just assigning foreign language sounds to the written-

word, it requires the comprehension of what is written. Students differ in their Skill to 

read their native language, and these same differences reappear in their Skill to read a 

second language.25 Reading is the meaningful interpretation of printed or written verbal 

symbols. Reading (comprehending) is a result of the interaction between the perception 

of graphic symbols that represent language and the reader’s language skills and 

knowledge of the world.26 

Reading is one of English skills besides speaking, listening and writing. It is the 

way to understand written messages. Reading means a result of interaction between the 

writer’s mind and the reader’s mind. It is the way how to the reader tries to get the 

message or the intended meaning from the writer. In this process, the reader tries to 

create the meanings intended by the writer, the reader can get the message, and the 

writer’s meaning sense. 

Reading is one of the most important academic skills needed by students as a 

source of knowledge and enjoyment. Reading is also quite possibly, the most important 

skill a student must acquire in order to success in the school and in life. Moreover 

reading has been a highly emphasized skill in the English foreign learner context. 

 
25Edward David Allen, Classroom Techniques: Foreign Languages an English as a Second 

Language, p. 249.   
26Albert J. Harris, How to Increase Reading Skill (San Fransisco: Longman, 1980), p. 8. 
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Reading can be regarded as a process that involves, decoding, interpreting and 

comprehending written material. 

Different people use the term of reading in some ways, because reading is a 

complex process, and this complexity accounts for the variety of its definition. Reading 

is one way to communicate between the writer and reader. As Day and Bamford define 

reading as a process of how a reader understands the written message and connect it to 

his prior knowledge. 

 Reading is the Skill to process the written from what has been read, and then 

develop and construct the ideas in main depend on the experience or prior knowledge 

of the reader, reading also be supposed to be the Skill to relate writer’s words to 

personal experience, along with the adequate attached to those experiences and 

facilitate in utilizing words recognition clues. The printed page itself has no meaning. 

It is only the written paper the meaning come from the mind of the reader.  

Reading is a process when the reader makes meaning through the combination 

of prior knowledge and previous experience. He or She connects text information to 

what they already know. Information ideas are exchanged between writer and reader 

in the act of communication. The writer expresses his thoughts on paper with language 

using whatever skills and style she or he has developed personally. The reader tries to 

get meaning from printed page. 

Reading is not just a means of comprehension but becoming aware of how 

writers express meaning and also becoming able to reconstruct those meanings for our 

own understanding. So, reading can add our knowledge because every word that is read 

to construct meaning to comprehend. With reading we get more knowledge or 

information. It means that reading is important to be learned. 
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From the definition above, it can be concluded that reading is a process of 

perceiving a written text in order to understand its contents. Nowadays, reading is a 

important thing for life. Without reading we can get knowledge or information that 

happens in the past time or now. Reading is windows of knowledge.  

So, we can get a variety of information or knowledge by reading. We may read 

book or a text for many purpose. For example, we read story book for pleasure in our 

spending time. Moreover, reading for information when we are going to know new 

information like reading a newspaper or magazine. Reading is also needed by students 

for studying. When they have assignment of school, they have to read a related book 

with their assignment. For increasing the reading ability, students have to read every 

day. 

b. Kinds of Reading 

In English language teaching, there are three kinds of reading, namely reading 

aloud, silent reading, and speed reading. 

1. Reading aloud 

This is the important things that must to do as the reader, where the students 

who are known as the reader aloud, because it can teach students or reader how to 

practice their tongue about how to pronounce every word found in the text.  

According to tinker, reading aloud is a kind of reading where a reader 

expressed orally word in the text. The purpose of the reading aloud is to improve 

the student’s Skill in pronouncing the words, stressing the word and having good 

information about every sentence in the passage.27 

 
27Tinker. A. Miles and Cullogh, Teaching Vocabulary Elementary Reading (New Jersy: 

Practice_Hall Inc. Englewood Cliffs: 1975), p. 5.   
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Reading aloud is a wonderful skill to master and will serve you well on many 

different levels. Not only will this help you comprehend what you are reading, it 

will also allow you to listen back for your voice. Hearing your voice will assist 

you in identifying your unique writing voice. 

2. Silent Reading 

This is reading activity that doesn’t need word to pronounce because the 

readers need to finding out the meaning from the text. The reader has full 

concentrate with what they read and it needs much attention. Silent reading is the 

essential first step in breaking students from the habit of devoting all attention to 

the precise decoding of the shapes and sounds of letters. Phrase reading, timed 

reading, and guessing activities are likewise useful.  

As an example of a possible text selected for the elementary reader we have 

adapted a reading passage prepared initially for third grade native speakers with 

reading problems. In exercises in which students talk about their reading, the can 

each other with new words. In addition, pre reading activities led by the teacher 

may include discussion of some of the new terms-not as vocabulary building per 

se, but as background information.28 Silent reading improves students’ 

understanding because it helps them concentrate on what they are reading, rather 

than the pronunciation of individual words. When students read silently, they can 

form mental pictures of the topic being discussed. This is called reading efficiency, 

and it will help your students to read any text with maximum attention to meaning. 

3. Speed Reading 

 
28 J. Donal Bowen, TESOL Techniques and Procedures (Rowley: Newbury House Publishers, 

1985), p. 232.   
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This speed reading is the activity that the reader required to find out faster of 

the meaning or how to the reader can understand what the text talk about. The  

reader can find the main ideas, supporting idea, or the ideas of the text faster. 

This kinds reading is use to improve speed and comprehension in reading. 

This skill of speed reading must run side with the main purpose of reading that is 

comprehension. The rate of reading speed, however, depends on the kinds of 

reading material. The rate of reading story of narration will be different from the 

reading a scientific material.29 

Based on kinds of reading above, researcher can conclude that silent reading 

is more suitable for use in this study, because in accordance with the literacy circle 

that divides students into groups consists of 4 people who have their respective 

duties in the group. 

c. Purpose of Reading 

The way of read determines the purpose of reading process. The purpose of 

reading can be different based on the goals of readers in reading. There are fours the 

purpose of reading such as follow: 

1) Reading to search simple information and reading to skim 

That is common reading ability, here the readers scan the text to find out a 

specific piece of information or a specific word. Meanwhile, reading to skim is 

the strategy to form the general idea using basic reading and guesses the 

important point. 

2) Reading to learn from the text 

 
29 H. Douglas Brown, Language Assessment Principle and Classroom Practice (San Francisco 

State University: Longman,2004), p. 189.   
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That is happen in academic and professional context. That also requires 

remembering main idea and the supporting idea, making a relation with the 

reader’s knowledge. This activity could bring stronger inference because it is 

to help remember information. 

3) Reading is integrated information, write and critique text 

This skill needs critical evaluation where the reader integrates and decide the 

information that she/he want. Then, that is involved abilities such as composing, 

selecting, and making critique from the material. 

4) Reading for general information 

That can be done by fluent very fast and automatically in the processing word 

and effective coordination in many processes of the text. 

From many purposes of reading above, reading has function to get information 

with different ways. Students as the readers will use one of that purpose in reading a 

text. Briefly, the purpose of reading has correlation with types of reading. 

d. Technique for Technique Reading  

Any of the activities listed here can be used in isolation, but Phillips points out 

that a whole range of practice activities might be use in concert to integrate individual 

skills so that higher levels of proficiency might be achieved. She has developed a five-

stage plan for reading instruction that can be used either in the classroom, in 

individualized instructional settings, or in computer-adaptive instruction. The five 

stages she identifies are: 

1) Pre teaching/Preparation Stage.  

This important first step helps develop skills in anticipation and prediction 

for the reading of graphic material. Phillips points out that students need to build 
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expectancies for the material that they are about read. Some activities Phillips 

recommends for this first stage of reading include:  

a) Brainstorming to generate ideas that have a high pro skill of occurrence in 

the text.  

b) Looking at visual, headlines, tittles, charts, or other contextual aids that are 

provided with the text.  

c) Predicting or hypothesizing on the basis of the little or first line of a text 

what significance it might have or what might come next.  

2) Skimming/Scanning Stage.  

Both of these steps are distinct processes involving, as we saw earlier, 

getting the gist (skimming) and locating specific information (scanning). 

Phillips points out that skilled readers do scanning while attempting to skim a 

text; however, she feels that practice is needed in each skill for second language 

students.  

3) Decoding/Intensive Reading Stage. 

 Phillips maintains that this stage is most necessary when students are 

“learning to read” rather that “reading to learn”. Decoding involves guessing 

from content the meaning of unknown words or phrases and may be needed at 

the word or discourse level. Readers need to be taught not only how to guess 

the meaning of content words, but also how to interpret the force of connectors, 

determine the relationship among sentences or sentence element, and the like.  

4) Comprehension Stage. 

 In this step, comprehension checks of various sorts are made to determine 

if students have achieved their reading purpose(s). Phillips feels that reading 
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comprehension exercises should (a) not confound the reading skill with other 

skills, such as writing, listening, or speaking if they are to be considered pure 

tests of reading comprehension, and (b) reading comprehension checks should 

project the reader through several phases of the reading process.  

5) Transferable/Integrating Skills.  

In this final stage of teaching reading, Phillips maintains the exercises 

should be used that help students go beyond the confines of the specific passage 

to enhance skills and effective reading strategies per se, exercises that 

encourage contextual guessing, selective reading for main ideas, appropriate 

dictionary usage, and effective rereading strategies to confirm hypotheses are 

among those identified as especially helpful in this stage.30 

That is the stages or techniques undertaken to teach reading, because by 

using the techniques above students are able to easily understand the reading text, 

train students' critical thinking, and can answer questions in the text well.  

The techniques and the stages make students also be more active in the 

learning process. The teacher also easily give direction to students, especially in 

process of learning to read. 

1) Determining Main Idea 

The main idea is a statement that tells the author’s point about the topic. 

Finding main idea is a key to understand a paragraph or short selection. 23The 

main idea is usually located in a sentence, and it is usually put in the first 

sentence but it can be in the middle or in the last sentence. Therefore, this option 

 
30Alice Omaggio, Teaching Language in Context (Florence: Cengange Learning Inc, 2000), p. 

199-201.   

23Longan, J, Reading and Study Skill: Seventh Edition,(Atlanta capeCommunity College: 

Published by McGraw-Hill Companies. New York, 2002) 
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can make the main idea more difficult to find. The students will get confused to 

find the main idea of a paragraph, and where the main idea position is located. 

2) Supporting Ideas 

Reference is the antecedent of a pronoun. The antecedent is a word or 

phrase to which a pronoun refers.24 In identifying reference, the students must 

understand specifically the pronoun function for the pronouns in the sentences 

and how is used such as the pronouns that are used to show people, place, or 

situation. 

In making of inference, it stated that readers need to practice combining 

clues from the text with their background knowledge in order to make 

inferences. 26It means that the clues in the text will help students to build 

assumption and draw conclusion. So, they can answer the questions. These 

questions are often stated in one the following form: 

a)  “From the passage, we can conclude that ...” 

b) “It can be inferred from the passage…” 

c) “What the meaning of the statement above?”.  

Therefore, sometimes the students are difficult to find the conclusion of the 

text because the meaning of the statement is not written on the text. 

 

 

3) Detail Information 

 
24Sharpe, J. P, How to Prepare the TOEFL Test (11th Edition: Ohio,2005) 
26Kopitski, M, Exploring the Teaching of Inference Skills (A Capstone submitted in partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in English as a Second Language).( 

Minnesota: Hamline University, 2007),p.165. 
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The last type of question that is usually found in reading test is detail 

question or information. This question usually checks student’s ability to 

understand material that is directly written in the text. Some examples of detail 

question fall in the following pattern:  

a) “According to the passage, who were fighting for the conversation in the 

forest?” 

b) “All of the following are the true except” 

c)  “A person, date, or place is…”.  

In understanding and answering detail question, the students can use 

scanning strategy. In addition, to find out the answer of detail question, the 

reader can note or underline the key word in the question, and then scan the 

passage for that words’ synonym. 

e. The Importance of Reading 

Most Scholars would agree that reading is one of the most important skills for 

educational and professional success. Reading reinforces the learners’ other language 

skills. Krashen confirms that those who read more, have larger vocabularies, do better 

on test of grammar and write better.31  

Chastian while accepting the significance of reading for meaning claimed that 

all reading activities serve to facilitate communication fluency in each on the other 

language skill.32 According to Eskey, in advanced levels of second language the Skill 

 
31Stephen Krashen, Secon Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning (New York: 

Pergamon Press, 1981), p. 18.   

32Chastain, Developing Second Language Skills: Theory and Pactice(Chicago: HBJ, 1988),p. 

218.   
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to read the written language at a reasonable rate and with good comprehension has long 

been recognized to be as oral skills if not more important.33 

A reader reads a text to understand its meaning, as well as to put that 

understanding to use. A person reads a text to learn, to find out information, to be 

entertained, to reflect or as religious practice. The purpose for reading is closely 

connected to a person’s motivation for reading. It will also affect the way a book is 

read. We read a dictionary in a different way from the way we read a novel. In the 

classroom, teachers need to be aware of their students’ learning needs, including their 

motivation for reading and the purpose that reading has in their lives. 

C. Definition of Conceptual 

The definition operational is set to define variables operationally based on the 

characteristics of research variables that allow researchers to be carefully observe an 

object, as well as a limitation of research. 29 

This research has 2 definitions operational namely: 

1. Literal Reading is an approach to invite the reader to develop good reading 

habits, to build up knowledge of vocabulary and structure, and encourage 

linking a reading. This approach has been implemented by the teacher. The 

reading measure for main idea, supporting idea and Summarizing. 

2. Students Reading skill is the skill which already fulfill by the students through 

certain test. The test already given by the teacher. The researcher only takes 

the result than analyzed into descriptive analysis. 

 

 
33Eskey, Holding in the Bottom: An Interactive Approach to the Problem of Sound Language 

Readers. In (Carrell, P. L., Devine, J. and Esky, D. E. Eds.), Interactive Approaches to Second Language 

Learning (New York: Cambridge Universiti Press, 1988), p. 130-152.   

29Marzuki, Metodologi Riset, (Yogyakarta: Hanindita Offset, 1983). P. 55 
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D. The Conceptual Framework  

This framework is used by researchers to describe problems in writing scientific 

papers. So with this researchers really need a framework as a basis for systematic 

thinking. This picture is about Literal reading on students reading Skill at SMAN 8 

Pinrang. 

 

 

       

        

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the provided conceptual framework, literal reading involves various 

components, including the main idea, supporting ideas, and summarizing. In the 

context of the researcher's study, the process of literal reading involves utilizing the 

scores given by the teacher to assess the students' reading skills.  

  

Literal Reading 

Reading Skill 

Main Idea Supporting Idea Summarizing 

Result  

(Students reading skills by Literal reading 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

  

A.  Approach and Design of the Research 

The design of this research used a quantitative approach, quantitative analysis 

techniques in data collection34 this research is aimed to find out the influence of Literal 

reading which already implemented by the teacher toward  students reading Skills. 

This research is basically a kind of survey since the data of this research on taken. For 

this section the writer wants to know the students reading skills by Literal reading. 

B.  Location and Duration of the Research 

The location of this research was SMAN 8 Pinrang by focusing at the second 

grades academic year 2020/2021, and research was conducted for approximately a 

month, because this research is the quantitative and have a several time to collect and 

analyze data. 

C.  Population and Sample 

1. Population 

The population of this research will be third grade at SMAN 8 Pinrang in 

academic year 2020/2021. The second grade at SMAN 8 Pinrang consists of four 

classes. The description of the population may see at the table below: 

 Table 3.1 Population of the Research 

No                   Class                      Total  

1                XI MIPA 1                       20 

2                XI MIPA 2                       21 

Total   43 

2. Sample  

 
34L. R. Gay, Educational Research: Competencies for Analysis & Application. (USA: Charles 

E Merill Publishing Company, 1976), p.138 
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 There are two classes of second grade MIPA students at SMAN 8 Pinrang. 

The researcher chooses purposive sampling technique to choose the class to be taken 

as a research sample. The researcher was take one class; the sample was class XI MIPA 

1 which consists of 21 students as the informant of research. 

D.  Instruments of the Research 

Based on the teacher explanation, the experiment action has been applied by 

the teacher in past, than the teacher suggested the researcher to take the document as 

the instrument in analyzing the influence. So, the researcher took the students reading 

score. There are some objects reconsidered in obtaining information and one of them 

is paper or document.35 In this research, some documents collected and analyzed. The 

document is students’ final score when its Literal reading implementing. 

E. Technique of Data Analysis  

The technique data analysis in this research used descriptive statistical 

techniques to facilitate the analysis of the research data, the researcher used simple 

analysis. The writer calculated the perquisite testing requirement analysis such as 

mean, maximum and minimum score. The technique data analysis of the research as 

follows:  

The analysis data used descriptive statistic, which describes the existing data 

to obtain fact from respondents, hence more easily to understand. The analysis used 

with descriptive statistic was done by collecting, compiling, presenting, and analyzing 

all data of all variables in terms of percentage, frequency distribution, histogram, 

diagram, graph, mean, mode, median, and standard deviation. 

Several Instrument conducted by the researcher which also become very 

essential for the research, some of the Rubric Score which become Assessment: 

 
35Arikunto, S. Dasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2013 
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Table 3.2 The Rubric Score 

No Criteria 

1 
The answer include a clear generation that states or implies the main idea 

2 
The answer states or implies the main idea from the text 

3 
Indicator inaccurate or incomplete understanding main idea 

4 
The answer include minimal or no understanding main idea 

5 
No specific explanation36 

Another explanation may accord the interpretation of score after getting the 

score. 

Table 3.3 The interpretation of Students reading score 

No Classification Score 

1 Very good 80-100 

2 Good 66-79 

3 Fair 56-65 

4 Poor 40-55 

5 Very poor <3937 

 

 

 

 
36 Brown Douglas, Languange Assesment, Principles and classroom practice. (Longman: 

California) p.127 
37Arikunto, S. Dasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2013 



 

33 
 

CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings 

1. Students’ Reading skill through Literal Reading at SMAN 8 Pinrang 

The researcher conducted the data findings based on the research question. The 

research findings are the result of data conducted from the instrument spreading by the 

researcher which referred to the research question that is formulated in the first chapter. 

This result also presents the data processing of the students’ Reading skills through 

Literal Reading.    

The instrument spreading to the students was students reading score, the test 

consisted of the reading test did by the teacher for the students, the students get asked 

to answer the question based on the concept of the research, According to theory, this 

research used descriptive quantitative research which the process of answering the 

research question, Descriptive research is a research method that seeks to provide a 

systematic and careful with the actual facts and the nature of certain population which 

in aim to solve the actual problems faced now and collect data or information to be 

arranged describe, and analyzed.  

The research question was answered by asked students reading score conducted 

on 20 Maret 2022 by face to facing to the students directly. The selection of the 

research, This research aim to know students’ reading skill through literal reading. 
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The researcher found the data of the students’ reading skills through literal 

reading: 

Table 4.1 Students Description of Reading skill 

No Students 
Result Score (KKM) 

<60 >60 

1 Students 1 51.17 
- 

2 Students 2 - 
71.33 

3 Students 3 - 
70.33 

4 Students 4 - 62.33 

5 Students 5 - 67.83 

6 Students 6 - 
73.00 

7 Students 7 58.00 - 

8 Students 8 55.70 - 

9 Students 9 - 
78.17 

10 Students 10 - 69.00 

11 Students 11 - 68.00 

12 Students 12 - 75.00 

13 Students 13 - 71.50 

14 Students 14 - 66.33 

15 Students 15 51.17 - 
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16 Students 16 - 71.33 

17 Students 17 - 70.33 

18 Students 18 - 62.33 

19 Students 19 - 67.83 

20 Students 20 - 
80.70 

21 Students 21 50.60 
- 

Based on the result of the students’ score above, the researcher conducted the 

score based on the result of the students reading score which spread by the teacher 

once it becomes valid final score getting to the analysis data in this research which 

delivering on the instrument of the research, the total of the student were 21 students 

which all done taken from the teacher related to the students reading score. 

The researcher then showed retested the students after their teacher test them 

in the previous meeting. The accumulation of the result score is explained below: 

The accumulation of the score classification can be seen below: 

Table 4.2 The Classification Score 

Class 

<39 40-55 56-65 66-79 80-100 

f % f % f % f % f % 

XI MIPA 1 0 0% 4 19% 4 19% 11 52% 1 5% 

Category  Very Poor Poor Fair Good Very Good 

Data (N) 21 Students 
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The accumulation above were the score accumulation based on the theory of 

students’ category of their reading ability, it showed that: 

1. The score of <39 was 0 student, it showed that, no student who get score 

in <39. 

2. The score of 40-55 were 4 student which presentation of 19% of 100%. 

3. The score of 56-65 were 4 student which presentation of 19% of 100%. 

4. The score of 66-79 were 11 student which presentation of  52% of 100%. 

5. The score of 80-100 were 1 student which presentation of 5% of 100%. 

The data can be seen on the diagram below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.1 Students’ Score 

The data above can be explained for the category of the result of the data getting 

from the students reading score. The category of the students can be seen below: 

Table 4.3 The Students’ Result Category 

No Class 

Students Result  

Category 
Mean Maximum Minimum 

1 
Class XI MIPA 1 77.28 80.00 51.17 Good 

According to the data above, the result of the students score may be seen on 

the category of the result, the data showed in average score for 77.28 which categorize 
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for Good Category. This result may become the valid indicator before getting to the 

conclusion of the research.  

The explanation on the data was from the  result  which gotten from the 

instrument, the instruments used in this research was students reading score, this 

instrument purpose to know the students reading skill by using literal reading approach 

teaching.  This used by the researcher already fulfills to be valid data for this 

quantitative research. 

 

B. Discussion 

This term present the data discussion which referring from the findings above, 

this discussion are present based on the findings and the researcher argumentation after 

analyzing the data in findings.  

This section finds out the answer of the research question mentioned in first 

chapter, which asked about the students’ reading skill after teaching literal reading. 

The researchers explain firstly about the reading literal which is one of English 

materials that must be learned by the students. To acquire it, the students should get 

sufficient reading practices. These practices are supposed to stimulate the students’ 

skill in reading and expressing thoughts in a good passage. Without practicing, it is 

impossible to read well and effectively. The indicator used in this research focused on 

several things;  

It showed that only several students were poor and fair. While, mostly students 

were good in students reading skill in their literal reading. In general, the researcher 

put to believe that most students just understand well about the text which followed 

the literal reading performance, the percentage of the students who getting score for 
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56-65 was 195, which means that there were only several students who are in below 

off KKM score. 

The KKM score becomes the effective measurement score for validity 

achievement for the students in the scope of school in this curriculum, the students 

who get a score in an interval of 66-79 were the most in 52%, those means that, 

students get the score for mostly performance in their reading skill. 

In identifying the students reading performance, several of the activities listed 

here can be used in isolation, some of the theories that a whole range of practice 

activities might be used in concert to integrate individual skills so that higher levels of 

proficiency might be achieved.  

Some findings also argue that an example of a possible text selected for the 

students we have adapted a reading passage prepared initially for third grade on the 

research sample with reading. In exercises in which students talk about their reading, 

they can each other with new words. In addition, pre-reading activities led by the 

teacher may include discussion of some of the new terms-not as vocabulary building 

per se, but as background information. literal reading improves students’ 

understanding because it helps them concentrate on what they are reading, rather than 

the pronunciation of individual words. When students read literally, they can form 

mental pictures of the topic being discussed. This is called reading efficiency, and it 

will help your students to read any text with maximum attention to meaning. 

When it is totally shows the students reading performance that. This does only 

benefit reading proficiency but overall language proficiency as well. Other 

characteristics generally thought to be among the most important for making Literal 

reading successful include : 1) Students choose what they want to read; 2) Students 

take part activities; 3) Teachers read with their students, thus serving as role models of 
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good readers; 4) teachers and students keep track of student progress; 5) Teachers 

provide help and guidance where needed. Those performance make the students in 

their good category performance. 

The teaching of reading begins from the lower level of comprehension 

respectively. The researcher focused on the literal comprehension requires a reader to 

be able retelling and recalling the fact or information presented in a text. At this level, 

the teacher can ask students to find out information and ideas that are explicitly stated 

in the text. The explanation provides an interpretation of the table presented. It states 

that the table displays the grades of a student in Class XI MIPA 1. The student has 

achieved a grade of 77.28 in Mathematics, 80.00 in Physics, and 51.17 in Chemistry. 

Additionally, the remarks column indicates that the student's overall performance is 

considered "Good." 

This interpretation suggests that the student has performed well in Mathematics 

and Physics, as their grades in these subjects are relatively high. However, their 

performance in Chemistry is comparatively lower. Nevertheless, the student's overall 

performance is still regarded as "Good," indicating that they have achieved a 

satisfactory level of academic achievement in the given subjects. 

The ability of students to identify the main idea refers to their ability to 

recognize the central or core concept of a text. In this context, researchers believe that 

most students have a good understanding of the text they read in relation to literal 

reading. This means that students are able to identify the main idea conveyed in the 

text. 

Furthermore, students are also expected to be able to identify supporting ideas 

that support or complement the main idea. This ability allows students to understand 

how details or additional information in the text support the main idea conveyed. 
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However, the above explanation does not specifically mention whether students have 

been successful in identifying these supporting ideas. 

Finally, the ability to summarize is the students' ability to condense the text 

briefly and succinctly without eliminating the main idea and relevant supporting ideas. 

However, the above explanation does not provide specific information about students' 

ability to summarize. 
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CHAPTER V 

CLOSING 

A. Conclusions 

Based on the findings and the result of the data analysis in the previous chapter, 

the conclusion showed in the result of the students score may see on the category of 

the result, the data showed in average score for 77.28 which categorize for Good 

Category. This conclusion may become the valid indicator before getting to the 

conclusion of the research. The conclusion showed that, students was able to identify 

the information through the idea in the test, the score getting from the result data in 

good category. Literal reading comprehension involves the idea and fact that directly 

stated in printed test. It means students can get information directly from text such as 

identifying main idea, supporting details and summarizing. The reader is trying to 

better understand what is actually happening within the text. 

 

B. Closing 

Based on the research and discussion, researcher offer two points of ideas 

aimed to the teacher and researchers. These points were described as follow: 

1. The English teachers are suggested to explain more about the general information 

and its way easily for the students in getting these all, it more deeply and clearly 

in order to get good results for the students. 

2. The English teachers are suggested to give more practices to the students in 

reading especially when they are reading English in different text by using 

interesting strategy related to the students’ ability in getting the idea of the text.  

3. The researcher think it would be better if the next researcher will investigate more 

about reading, especially the students reading skill though literal reading. 
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PRE TEST 

The Legend of Toba Lake 

In the past, there lived a young orphan farm in the northern part of the island of 

Sumatra. Syahdan, the young man made his life from farming and fishing. One day 

while he was fishing he got a fish which was so beautiful in golden brown. While he 

was holding it, the fish turned into a beautiful princess. The princess was a woman 

who was condemned for violating the prohibitions and it would turn into a kind of 

creature who first touched it. Because at that time the human touched it, then it turned 

into a princess. 

Fascinated by her beauty, the young man asked her to be his wife. The 

application was accepted on condition that the young man was not allowed to tell the 

origin of the princess who came originally from fish. The young man agreed to this 
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requirement. Having got married for a year, the couple got a boy but he had a bad habit 

that he never felt satisfied while he was eating. He ate all the food. 

One day the boy ate all the food that should be given to his father. The young 

man then so angrily said: "basically you are the offspring of fish!" That statement by 

itself unlocked the secrets of his wife and broke his promise. 

Shortly afterwards, his wife and son magically disappeared. Suddenly in the land 

of their former footsteps went out the springs which were very heavy. The water flew 

from these springs continuously and the longer it happened the larger it would be. 

Finally, these springs became a vast lake. The lake is now called Toba Lake 

Answer the question below! 

    1. What was the main idea of the legend of Toba Lake? 

    a) A young man marries a beautiful princess who was originally a fish. 

    b) A young man breaks his promise and loses his wife and son. 

    c) Springs turn into a large lake known as Toba Lake. 

    d) The young man is an orphan and makes a living from farming and fishing. 

   2. What was the supporting idea for the creation of Toba Lake? 

    a) The young man caught a fish that turned into a beautiful princess. 

    b) The young man's wife and son magically disappeared. 

    c) The springs that emerged from the land created a large lake. 

    d) The young man broke his promise by revealing the origin of his wife. 

    3. How did the young man break his promise? 

    a) By marrying another woman secretly. 

    b) By revealing the origin of his wife. 

    c) By refusing to provide food for his wife and son. 

    d) By neglecting his farming and fishing duties. 

    4. What was the consequence of the young man breaking his promise? 
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    a) The springs turned into a vast lake. 

    b) The young man was banished from the village. 

    c) The fish princess turned into a fish again. 

    d) The young man lost all his possessions. 

    5. What was the bad habit of the young man's son? 

    a) Stealing from the neighbors' farms. 

    b) Not sharing his toys with other children. 

    c) Eating all the food and never feeling satisfied. 

    d) Refusing to go to school or learn new things. 

    6. How did the young man and the fish princess meet? 

    a) The young man saved the fish from a fisherman's net. 

    b) The fish jumped into the young man's arms while he was fishing. 

    c) The fish appeared to the young man as a beautiful princess. 

    d) The young man found the fish trapped in a shallow pool. 

    7. What did the young man agree to in order to marry the fish princess? 

    a) To provide her with a luxurious lifestyle. 

    b) To never reveal her true origin as a fish. 

    c) To help her seek revenge on those who condemned her. 

    d) To give up his farming and fishing activities. 

    8. What happened to the young man's wife and son after he revealed their secret? 

    a) They transformed into fish and swam away. 

    b) They disappeared magically and were never seen again. 

    c) They became trapped in a deep cave beneath the springs. 

    d) They turned into statues and were placed in the village square. 
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    9. What is the present-day name of the lake that was formed from the springs? 

    a) Toba Lake 

    b) Sumatra Lake 

    c) Fish Princess Lake 

    d) Golden Brown Lake 

    10. How did the young man earn a living before marrying the fish princess? 

    a) By working as a teacher in the village. 

    b) By selling handmade crafts to tourists. 

    c) By farming and fishing. 

    d) By serving as a royal advisor to the king. 
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POST TEST 

Pinocchio 

In the past, there was a puppeteer whose name was Geppetto. He was eager to 

have a son very much but his wife passed away several years ago. One day, he got an 

idea to make a puppet in order not to be lonely again. He made a puppet all day long. 

Finally, in the morning he had finished his work and he named the puppet Pinocchio. 

Soon he felt lonely again since Pinocchio couldn't walk or talk by itself. One night, 

Geppetto prayed to God to become a real boy. He always thought it in his mind in his 

dream. 

The next morning, he was surprised that Pinocchio was alive. He taught 

Pinocchio how to walk, how to read, how to speak and to do other things as human. 

He then studied at an elementary school. One day, Pinocchio felt bored and it made 

him go home late. When Pinocchio finally came home, Geppetto asked him. He said 

that he was in school but he wasn't. Instantly, Pinocchio's nose grew longer and longer 

and it meant that Pinocchio had lied. 

The next morning, Pinocchio was kidnaped by the owner of the circus. 

Pinocchio soon became a slave for the circus. He was so famous because he was a 

puppet which could talk. Geppetto worried about him because Pinocchio had not been 

going home for almost two days. He tried to find Pinocchio everywhere but he found 

nothing. When he searched for him on the sea, a big wave smashed him. He was then 

in the whale's stomach when he awoke. He couldn't find the way to go out. 

On the other side, Pinocchio finally could escape out from the circus. He came 

home but nobody was there. Later on, he searched Geppetto in the sea. He had the 

same accident as Geppetto and he met Geppetto in the whale's stomach. Both of them 

got out from its stomach by making a fire. In the end of the story, they went home 

together and lived happily ever after. 

Answer the question below! 

1. What made Geppetto create Pinocchio? 

a. The loss of his wife 

b. Boredom 

c. The loss of his friends 
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d. Happiness 

2. What happens after Geppetto prays for Pinocchio to become a real boy? 

a. Pinocchio becomes a true human 

b. Pinocchio becomes smarter 

c. Pinocchio can speak 

d. Pinocchio comes to life 

3. What happens when Pinocchio comes home late? 

a. Geppetto gets angry at him 

b. Pinocchio loses his friends 

c. Pinocchio's nose grows long 

d. Pinocchio becomes famous 

4. Why is Geppetto worried when Pinocchio doesn't come home for two days? 

a. Pinocchio might be in danger 

b. Geppetto doesn't want to see Pinocchio again 

c. Geppetto wants to join the circus 

d. Geppetto wants to run away from home 

5. How does Pinocchio eventually escape from the circus? 

a. He is helped by his friends at the circus 

b. He uses magic powers to escape 

c. He finds a secret way out of the circus 

d. He waits for the circus owner to leave and then runs away 

6. Where do Geppetto and Pinocchio meet after they have an accident inside the belly 

of a whale? 

a. At school 
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b. At the circus 

c. At their home 

d. Inside the belly of the whale 

7. How do Geppetto and Pinocchio manage to get out of the whale's belly? 

a. By cutting the whale's belly 

b. By luring the whale out of the sea 

c. By starting a fire inside the whale's belly 

d. By waiting for the whale to vomit them out 

8. What happens at the end of the story? 

a. Geppetto dies 

b. Pinocchio becomes a circus slave 

c. They live happily ever after 

d. They lose their home 

9. What is the main problem in this story? 

a. Pinocchio cannot speak 

b. Geppetto loses his home 

c. Pinocchio often tells lies 

d. Geppetto doesn't know how to make a puppet 

10. What lesson can be learned from the story of Pinocchio? 

a. Don't lie 

b. Don't make puppets 

c. Believe in miracles 

d. Beware of whales 
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Appendix 2. Students Reading Score 

 

Nama Sekolah : SMAN 8 Pinrang       

Kelas    : XI IPA – IPS 

Mata Pelajaran : Bahasa Inggris       

Tahun Palajaran  : 2021/2022 

 

No Students 
Result Score (KKM) 

<60 >60 

1 Students 1 51.17 
- 

2 Students 2 - 
71.33 

3 Students 3 - 
70.33 

4 Students 4 - 62.33 

5 Students 5 - 67.83 

6 Students 6 - 
73.00 

7 Students 7 58.00 - 

8 Students 8 55.70 - 

9 Students 9 - 
78.17 

10 Students 10 - 69.00 

11 Students 11 - 68.00 

12 Students 12 - 75.00 

13 Students 13 - 71.50 

14 Students 14 - 66.33 
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15 Students 15 51.17 - 

16 Students 16 - 71.33 

17 Students 17 - 70.33 

18 Students 18 - 62.33 

19 Students 19 - 67.83 

20 Students 20 - 
80.70 

21 Students 21 50.60 
- 
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Appendix 03. Lesson Plans 

PROGRAM TAHUNAN 

 

Nama Sekolah : SMAN 8 Pinrang             

Kelas   : XI IPA - IPS 

Mata Pelajaran : Bahasa Inggris             

Tahun Palajaran  : 2021/2022 

 

 

Semester Standar Kompetensi Kompetensi Dasar Alokasi Waktu Keterangan 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menulis 

6. Mengungkapkan makna   
dalam teks tulis fungsional pendek 
dan esei sederhana report, narrative 
dan analytical exposition dalam 
konteks kehidupan sehari-hari. 

Menulis 

11 Mengungkapkan makna   dalam 
teks tulis fungsional pendek dan esei 
sederhana narrative, spoof, dan 
hortatory exposition dalam konteks 
kehidupan sehari-hari 

Menulis 

12. Mengungkapkan makna   dalam 

teks tulis fungsional pendek dan esei 

sederhana narrative, spoof, dan 

4.1 Mengungkapkan makna dalam teks monolog dengan  
menggunakan ragam bahasa lisan secara akurat, 
lancar dan berterima dalam konteks kehidupan sehari-
hari dalam teks berbentuk: report, narrative, dan 
analytical exposition. 

5.1 Merespon makna dalam teks fungsional pendek  
(misalnya banner, poster, pamphlet, dll.) resmi dan tak 
resmi yang menggunakan ragam bahasa tulis secara 
akurat, lancar dan berterima dalam konteks kehidupan 
sehari-hari. 

5.2   Merespon makna dan langkah retorika dalam esei 

yang menggunakan ragam bahasa tulis secara 

akurat, lancar dan berterima dalam konteks 

kehidupan sehari-hari dan untuk mengakses ilmu 

pengetahuan. 

Mengungkapkan makna dalam bentuk teks fungsional 
pendek  (misalnya banner, poster, pamphlet, dll.) 
resmi dan tak resmi dengan menggunakan ragam 

2 jam Pelajaran 

 

 

 

 

2 Jam Pelajaran 

 

 

 

 

2 Jam Pelajaran 

 

 

 

 

6 Jam Pelajaran 

 

 

 

2 x 45 Menit 
 

1 jam pelajaran = 
45 Menit 

 
Total Minggu 

Efektif =19 
Minggu Efektif 

 
1 Minggu = 4 JP 

 
Total Pertemuan 
selama 19 Pekan 

= 32 x 
pertemuan 

 
Total jam efektif 
semester 1 = 64 
jam pelajaran 
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hortatory exposition dalam konteks 

kehidupan sehari-hari. 

 

bahasa tulis secara akurat, lancar dan berterima 
dalam konteks kehidupan sehari-hari. 

 

Merespon makna dalam teks fungsional resmi dan tak 
resmi yang menggunakan ragam bahasa lisan secara 
akurat, lancar dan berterima dalam konteks 
kehidupan sehari-hari untuk mengakses ilmu 
pengetahuan. 

12.2  Mengungkapkan makna dan langkah retorika dalam  

esei dengan menggunakan ragam bahasa tulis 

secara akurat, lancar dan berterima dalam konteks 

kehidupan sehari-hari dalam teks berbentuk: 

narrative, spoof, dan hortatory exposition. 

 

2 Jam Pelajaran 
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Appendix 05. The Documentation 

          

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pict. 1. The researcher with the Principal 
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Pict. 2 The Researcher with English Teacher at SMA Negeri 8 Pinrang                   
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