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ABSTRACT 

Fitriani. Students Reading Ability in Receiving Information of Explanation Text at 
Third Semester of English Program at IAIN Parepare (Supervised by Saepudin 
and Abdul Haris Sunubi) 

 Receptive skills is known as receiving information which skills that involve 
students being able to receive messages in written language referred to the reading 
skill which involved stimulate cognitive. The purpose of this research is to find out 
the students’ ability in receiving information of explanation text at third semester 
of English Program at IAIN parepare, The result of this study are really beneficial 
for lecturers and students because they will get proper information about students 
ability.  

 The sample of this study is 25 students by random sampling technique. The 
researcher conducted the research by quantitative design. The data collecting 
technique by reading test which spreading Google form to the respondents, the 
research conducted in 45 days including of data analysis. 

 The data was analyzed by used descriptive quantitative and the result that 
students ability in receiving information can be categorized as good enough which 
showed score on 75.00 which explained into several aspects referred to the 
receptive skill namely; predictive skill, extracting information, getting 
information, recognizing picture and decoding meaning. Those all aspect of 
receptive skill was found good toward students’ ability at fourth semester at 
English Department. 

Keywords: Receptive Skill, Reading Ability, Explanation Text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

Teaching means helping students to learn how to do something, giving 

instruction, causing to understand. It has an obligation to make the students 

understand from the lesson given. It is usually equalized with transferring 

knowledge but also to help students responding their environment in an effective 

way. Teaching in language education emphasizes the acquisition of language 

competence. It means that the students are encouraged to be able to use the 

language. To gain success in teaching language, the teacher needs to emphasis 

more on practice rather than explanation. 

Reading is an essential skill for learners of English. For most of learners it 

is the most important skill to master in order to ensure success in learning. They 

need to be introduced with as many reading materials as possible in order to help 

them acquiring many information and knowledge by the language. Reading 

provides some activities to help the reader comprehend the written expression. 

The reader can get a lot of knowledge, information, enjoyment, or even problem 

solution.1 Reading is one way for the reader to receive information from the 

writer in the form of text. With strengthened reading skill, learners of English 

tend to make greater progress in other areas of language learning. Reading should 

be an active, fluent process that involves the reader and the reading material in 

building meaning. 

The students‟ ability in receiving information is one of the pillars of the 

 
 1Grabe, Stoller, Teaching and Researching Reading. (Harlow:Pearson, 2002),p. 64 
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act of reading. The students‟ ability in receive information is the act of 

understanding what they are reading. 2The students‟ Reading ability is not just 

reading with a loud voice but reading is established to understand the meaning of 

word, sentences, and paragraph sense relationship among ideas as it is. If a 

student just reads loudly but can’t understand  the content of the text, it means 

that he fails in comprehending passage. The purpose and objective of reading can 

be achieved well by someone who can read well and get the idea from the 

passage. 

There are three levels of receive information which are presented from the 

simple to the complex level of reading. Understanding what we read is really the 

result of 3 levels of skills. It is begun from the easiest level is literal that focuses 

on reading the passages, hearing the words or viewing the image and then move 

to the next level is interpretive that focus shifts to reading between the lines, 

looking at  what is implied by the material under study.3 

Student of university basically must have good comprehension in reading 

and must be able to read well based on reading aspects, moreover English 

students who are in English major in every university or institution. Students also 

must have ability on understanding reading text such us narrative text, recount 

text, explanation text, article text and many other texts. 

Nowdays, the quality of students should be known for effective teaching 

method used for the teacher, the students should mastered the reading 

performance, after done the pre observation, the researcher found several 

 
 2Grabe , Stoller, Teaching and Researching Reading.(Harlow:Pearson, 2002),p. 68. 
 3Grabe, Stoller, Teaching and Researching Reading. (Harlow:Pearson , 2002),p. 69 
 



3 
 

 

 

problem encountered by the students in reading comprehend, they still very low 

in understanding an English text, not only that, the students also still difficult to 

different the kinds of the text itself, it can be assumed that students still have 

difficulties, on other way, they still low in reading performance.  

This research, the writer focuses in reading explanation  text, because it is 

the text type to be acquired by students of third semester of English program, 

which explain of phenomena and its process.. According to explanation before,  

in order to find the potential solution to the problem above, the writer wanted to  

investigate  what  level  use  of  explanation  text  can  improves  students‟  

ability reading on receive information. Explanation text is an technique 

developed for teaching students reading ability. Explanation text is very proper to 

the student of university in acquire the information and knowledge. 

Scope of schools, colleges, and universities, searching information and 

knowledge through explanation text.  This text should be an option after the 

book, unfortunately the ability of students in understanding the explanation text 

reading still low, sometimes they have to use Google Translate to understand the 

meaning and intent of the author, as well as experienced by English students 

major. 

This research is caused of researcher pre observation in the university 

which explains about the quality of the students, it indicated that students reading 

skill still undedicated, it can be showed from the students’ responses on pre 

interviewing. 
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Based on the background above the researcher interests to conduct the 

research with a tittle “Students Reading Ability in Receiving Information of 

Explanation Text at Third Semester of English Program at IAIN Parepare”. 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background d of the research previously covered, the 

researcher formulated the problem statement as follow: How is the students’ 

ability in receiving information of explanation text at third semester of English 

Program at IAIN Parepare? 

C. The Objective of the Research 

Based on the question above the researcher formulates the objective of 

the research as follow: To find out the students’ ability in receiving information 

of explanation text at third semester of English Program at IAIN parepare. 

D. Significance of the Research 

It is expected that the results of the research will provide useful 

contribution for teacher, students and further research, it can be explained below: 

1. Teachers 

This research beneficent for the teacher because it can give solution 

toward the students reading skill in receiving information of explanation text, 

so the teacher also can be careful in selecting the teaching technique and 

media in their English teaching reading. 

2. Students 

 The significant for the students, it can motivate students to study 

 English especially in  reading skill. The students will know about 
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either they get improvement or not in achieving  reading performance, They 

will also get the main information about their reading ability; meanwhile, the 

students can seek the best strategy for learning reading skill.    

3. Further Researchers 

Third, this research also expected to give benefit as referenced for the 

researcher who wants to run a research related to this area of study. This 

research will hope be used for the new refrences in conducting new research 

which has correlation research, by this findings later, the new researcher will 

be able to comprehend, to complete and to develop their research for having 

better result.   
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Review of Relevant Research Results 

The first research is from El-Kahlout. This study aimed at examining the 

effectiveness of using receptive skill approach on developing reading 

comprehension skills for the eleventh graders in Gaza governorates. In order to 

achieve the aim of the study; the researcher adopted an experimental research 

design. She stated in her research that the study result indicated that there are 

statistically significant differences between pre and posttest of both the 

experimental and control goup in reading comprehension skills in favor the post 

test. She also recommended the English teacher to adapt receptive method in 

teaching English in general and in teaching reading in particular.1 

The second research was from Aghanjaloo. This research aimed at: (1) 

investigating the effects of four types of reading strategies in giving feedback 

(i.e., focused direct corrective feedback, unfocused direct corrective feedback, 

focused indirect corrective feedback, and unfocused indirect corrective feedback) 

on intermediate EFL learners‟ writing performance; (2) 11 finding out the most 

effective type of reading strategies for intermediate EFL learners‟ writing 

performance; (3) determining learners‟ attitudes toward the effectiveness of 

using reading strategies and the types which they had received. This was an 

experimental research. The participants of this study were 140 female and male 

intermediate EFL learners studying English at private language institutes in Iran. 

 
 1El-Kahlout, Y., A. The Effectiveness of Using Guided Discovery on Developing Reading 

Comprehension Skills for the Eleventh Graders in Gaza Governorates. (Gaza: Al Azhar 

University,2010) 
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The researcher used Nelson Profiency Test, writing test and attitude 

questionnaire as the instruments. The results indicated that, learners 

outperformed in all of the four groups, validating reading strategies as an 

effective technique which can be used in EFL classes. A clear implication of the 

study is that types (specially unfocused direct corrective feedback) should be 

emphasized as an essential tool for developing writing ability of intermediate 

EFL learners.2 

The third study is to describe students‟ problems on reading 

comprehension toward explanation text at an Islamic Junior High School in 

Sungai Bahar. The sample of this research was eight graders at an Islamic Junior 

High School in Sungai Bahar. The survey research design in term of descriptive 

quantitative was used to figure out of the students‟ problems on reading 

comprehension specially for explanation text in the school. The data were 

collected by using close ended questionnaire. In which, the students filled the 

questionnaire, the researcher used four alternatives choices in every 

questionnaire, as follows: 1= strongly disagree, 2= disagree, 3= agree, and 4= 

strongly agree. The researcher used SPSS 16.0 to calculate students‟ responses 

from the collected questionnaire. The result of this research showed that the 

students‟ problems on reading comprehension at an Islamic Junior High School 

in Sungai Bahar are first the problem related to students spelling. And then, 

students‟ grammar that caused by the lack of grammar knowledge, students 

vocabularies that caused by the difficulties in understanding the vocabulary. 

Next, students have difficulty in uninteresting material on reading 

 
 2Aghanjaloo, K., Mobini, F., & Khosravi, R, The Effect of Teachers‟ Reading Strategies  

Types on Intermediate EFL Learners‟ Writing Performance,(Istambul: press of jirak, 2016) 
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comprehension. Next, students‟ problems on reading speeds, reading a long text 

can cause students to spend time. After that, students have difficulty in 

understanding on reading comprehension. Overall, Students‟ problems are 

related from understanding, grammar, interesting material, vocabulary, spelling, 

reading speeds.3 

Reading is a dynamic process in which the text elements interact with 

other factors outside the text, through developmental, interactive, and global 

process involving learned skills. The process specifically incorporates an 

individual’s linguistic knowledge. It can be both positively and negatively 

influenced by nonlinguistic internal and external variables of factors. It means 

that reading is regarded as complex activity that involves various activities, such 

as knowing each symbol and analyzing the words into a meaning. Reading 

comprehension needs an active thinking process in mind to comprehend and 

understand what has been read. 

The Researcher explains more about the similarity and the differences 

between third research previous findings above, the first research is aimed at 

examining the effectiveness of using receptive skill approach, while second 

research aimed at: (1) investigating the effects of four types of reading strategies 

in giving feedback (i.e., focused direct corrective feedback, unfocused direct 

corrective feedback, focused indirect corrective feedback, and unfocused indirect 

corrective feedback) on intermediate EFL learners‟ writing performance, and the 

third is students‟ problems on reading comprehension toward explanation text. 

 

 
 3Nila Dwianasari, Students’ Problems on Reading Comprehension at an Islamic Junior High 

School in Sungai Bahar, (a thesis: jambi university,2015) 
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B. The Concept of Reading 

1.  Definition of Reading 

Reading is one of them important skills from the four skills. There are 

some definitions of reading, namely: 

Reading are the action or practice of one reads which extent to which one 

has read for indication of a dial or a graduated instrument.4 Reading is language 

dependent because students use concepts they have formed and used in their oral 

language as they begin to react to print. Oral language is a mediator for 

perceiving written messages in the initial stages of processing the written word.5 

Reading is the meaningful interpretation of printed or written verbal symbol.6 

Reading is one of the pillars of the act of reading. Reading is the act of 

understanding what you are reading. While the definition can be simply stated 

the act is not simple to teach, learn or practice. Reading is an intentional, active, 

interactive process that occurs before, during and after a person reads a particular 

piece of writing. It stated that  who say that reading ability is taught to be a set of 

generalized knowledge acquisition that permits people to acquire and exhibit 

information gained as a consequence of reading printed language. 

Reading is one of English skills besides speaking, listening and writing. It 

is the way to understand written messages. According to Nuttal reading means a 

result of interaction between the writer’s mind and the reader’s mind. It is the 

 

4Mario Pei the Grolier Webster International Dictionary of the English language: Volume I & 

II.( New York : Grolier Incorporated 1975) p. 796. 

 5Alexander,Al, Teaching Reading(Canada: Brown & Company (Canada) limited, 1979),p. 16. 

6Albert J. Harris and Edward R. Sipay, How to Increase Reading Ability (Seventh Edition, 

London: Longman, 1980), p. 8. 
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way how to the reader tries to get the message or the intended meaning from the 

writer. In this process, the reader tries to create the meanings intended by the 

writer, the reader can get the message, and the writer’s meaning sense.  

According to Pang reading is defined as understanding written texts. He 

says that reading consists of two related processes: word recognition and 

comprehension. Word recognition is defined as the process of getting how 

written symbols correspond to one’s spoken language while comprehension is 

the process of making the meaning of words, sentences and connected text. He 

adds his statement that the reader who has background knowledge, vocabulary, 

grammatical knowledge, experience with text and other strategies can help them 

understand written texts. Based on two definitions above reading can be defined 

as the instantaneous recognition of various written symbol with existing 

knowledge and it also can be defined as comprehension of the information and 

the idea communicated. It means 

Reading is the ability to gain information from the texts for the purpose to 

know the whole information deeply. So that it will force the readers to read the 

whole texts to gain the covert information. However, this term explained that  is 

a highly complex cognitive process involving the intentional interaction between 

the reader and the text to create meaning. In other words, comprehension doesn’t 

just happen; it requires effort. Readers must intentionally and purposefully work 

to create meaning from what they read 

In short, reading comprehension is the ability to read text, process it and 

understand its meaning. Without comprehension, reading is nothing more than 

tracking symbols on a page with your eyes and sounding them out. With the 
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ability to comprehend what we read, people are able not only to live safely and 

productively, but also to continue to develop socially, emotionally and 

intellectually. 

There are many definitions of reading accepted from some writers. 

reading is “the process of constructing meaning by coordinating a number of 

complex processes that included word reading, word and world knowledge, and 

fluency”. It refers to the ability in interpreting the words, understanding the 

meaning and the relationships between ideas conveyed in a text. He summarized 

reading instruction for the teacher as following a three-step procedure: 

mentioning, practicing, and assessing. That is, teachers mention the skills that the 

students want to use, then they give them opportunities to practice those skills 

through workbooks or work sheets, and finally assess whether or not they use the 

skill successfully. 

Reading is an enjoyable, intense, private activity in which the readers get 

much pleasure and can totally absorb the reading. According to Pang 

comprehension is the process of making sense of words, sentences and connected 

text. He says that comprehension is the processes of deriving the meaning of one 

word to another in a text. Readers typically background knowledge, vocabulary, 

grammatical knowledge, experience with a text and other strategies to help them 

understand the written texts. 

Reading is the process of constructing meaning from print and from other 

symbol. Reading involves not just the print and the illustrations, but also readers 

bringing to the process their knowledge of the world and their past experiences. 

The reading process does not involve reading every single letter and that is why 
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proofreading is so difficult: when you are very familiar with the ideas you hardly 

need to read the words at all.7 

2. Purposes of reading 

Readers’ purposes in reading and the types of reading used referred to:  

a. Literal comprehension, where reading in order to understand, remembers, or 

recall the information explicitly contained contained in a passage.  

b. Inferential comprehension, where reading in order to find information, which 

is not explicitly stated in a passage, using the readers‟ experience and 

 institution, and by inferring.  

c. Critical or evaluation comprehension, where in order to compare information 

in a passage with the readers‟ own knowledge  and values.  

d. Appreciative comprehension, where reading in order to gain an emotional or 

other kind of valued response from a passage.8 

3. The Aim of Reading 

a. Reading for details or fact 

The students read the text to get detail information of text or know the 

inversion that have been done by the writer or solve the problem of the write 

b. Reading for main idea 

The students read the text (books) to know why the topic is good or interesting 

find the problems on the passage and make summaries of the passage. 

 
 7Albert J. Harris and Edward R. Sipay, How to Increase Reading Ability (Seventh  

Edition,London: Longman, 1980), p.10. 

 8Grabe W. Stoller, Teaching and Researching Reading. (Harlow:Pearson 

Education,2002)p.45 
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c. Reading for sequence or organization 

The students read the text to know what is happening in each part of the 

passage in every episode and solve the problem of the text. 

d. Reading for inference 

The students read the text in order to find out the conclusion from the action 

or idea in the text. 

e. Reading to classify 

The students read the text to classify some information or actions of the writer 

in the text or paragraph.9 

4. Type of Text 

 Reading is a very complex activity. So much occurs inside mind of 

reader as the eyes glide over the printed words. Text type of reading:  

a.  Recount Text  

Recount is a text which retells events or experiences in the past. Its purpose is 

either to inform or to entertain the audience. There is no complication among 

the participants and that differentiates from narrative, telling the happened 

was happened in the past can give and stimulate people on imaginary act. 

b.Descriptive Text  

Descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like. Its 

purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing.  By 

describing something,  reader will be able to catch the meaning of the text 

perfectly, descriptive text has specific purpose for expressing the idea about 

 
9Grabe W. Stoller, Teaching and Researching Reading. (Harlow:Pearson 

Education,2002)p.45 
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describing thing, the author should has strong assuming on the things that 

described 

c. Narrative Text  

Narrative is a text focusing specific participants which tells an interesting 

story. Its social function is to tell stories or past events and entertain or amuse 

the readers. Story can refuse the reader on their thinking, and their 

imagination on something new, by narrative text the reader will focus caused 

of the aspect of the story which stimulate the reader on the story.  

d. Procedural Text  

Procedure text is a text that is designed to describe how something is achieved 

through a sequence of actions or steps. It explains how people perform 

different processes in a sequence of steps. This text uses simple present tense, 

often imperative sentences. It also uses the temporal conjunction such as first, 

second, then, next, finally, etc. 

e. Explanation text  

Explanation text is a text which tells how and why something in the world 

happens. In fact, this kind of text explains clearly about the process, the 

caused and the effect of the natural disaster and non-natural disaster. It 

concerns more about the object rather than the subject.10 

5. Reading Strategies 

  There are some kinds of strategy in reading, such as: 

a. Scanning 

Scanning is quickly searching for some particular piece or pieces of 

 
 10Duarte, N and Barner, Reading Comprehension in Teaching English as Foreign Language, 

(Press education, 2020) 
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information that the reader needs in reading a text. Scanning exercises may 

ask students to look for names or dates, to find a definition of a key concept, 

or to list a certain number of supporting detail 

Scanning reading is a technique for quickly looking through reading 

matter to locate a particular piece on information, a date, a name, a statistic. 

Scanning in this way is time consuming, frustrating, and often forces the 

reader to give up and read the entire selection. The key to effective scanning is 

to approach the material in a systematic manner. 

b. Skimming 

 Skimming is the one of the most valuable reading strategies for 

learners. Skimming consist of quickly running one’s eyes across a whole text 

(such as an essay, article, or chapter) to find out what the text tells about or to 

find out the main idea of the text. Skimming gives readers the advantages of 

being able to guess the purpose of the passage, the main topic, or massage, 

and possibly some of the developing or supporting idea 

 Skimming reading is a appropriate when complete information is not 

required. Skimming is process of speed reading that involves visually 

searching the sentences of a page for clues to meaning. For some people, this 

come naturally and usually may not be acquired by practice. Skimming used 

to look most important idea of reading or the gist of the article. There are 

three types of skimming, they are: 

 1) Preview skimming to become generally familiar with the organization and 

 content of the material before read it. 

 2) Overview skimming to get an overview of the content and organization 
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 without reading the material completely. 

 3) Review skimming to get back over material you have already read to 

review the main point of the material. 

c. Survey reading 

 In survey reading, a reader surveys some information that they want to get. 

Thus, before the reading process, a reader must set what kind of information 

the reader needs. Readers can resume the long string of ideas or events by 

grouping the important key of the word they get from the reading. The 

strategy of semantic mapping, or grouping ideas into meaningful clusters, 

helps the reader to remember the contents of the text 

d. Reading aloud 

Reading aloud is provided when the others in the class or group are unfamiliar 

with the material being presented. In such instances. The members of the class 

must listen in order to understand the message. The reader could be asked to 

lay down the text and then answer content questions from others in the class. 

e. Silent Reading 

Silent reading is the essential first step in breaking students from the habit of 

devoting all attention to the precise decoding of the shapes and sounds of 

letters. Phrase reading, timed reading, and guessing activities are likewise 

useful.7 

6. Teaching Reading 

Teaching is the activities to show or help someone to learn how to do 

something, give instructions, guide in the study of something, provide with 

the knowledge, cause to know, understand knowledge and give new 
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knowledge. Teaching cannot be defined apart from learning. Teaching is 

guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learners to learn, setting the 

conditions for learning”. Meanwhile learning is getting the knowledge or the 

acquisition of the knowledge. From the definitions above, we can define 

teaching as helping, facilitating, and giving instructions how to learn and get 

something or knowledge. Here the teacher is the subject in doing those 

because the teacher has the obligation to help the students getting or acquiring 

the second language that is English. 

In teaching reading comprehension, the teacher needs some strategies 

to make the students comprehend the reading texts. the following are ten 

strategies which can be applied in the teaching reading comprehension in the 

classroom: By knowing the purpose of what the reader reads, the reader can 

throw the unwanted distraction or information. By doing this, students know 

what information they want to know in reading the text. 

At the beginning levels of learning English, one of the difficulties that 

students encounter in learning to read is making the correspondences between 

spoken and written English. Here teacher also need to teach how to read the 

sound words with sort vowel sound such as (bat, leg, wish, etc) and the sound 

words with final silent “e” such as (late, time, bite, etc). 

In advanced learner, teacher can apply reading fast to reduce time 

consuming in reading. Readers do not need to pronounce every word and do 

not need to know the meaning of every word but the comprehension of the 

text is more importan. 

The communicative purpose of an explanation text is to explain the 
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processes that occur in the formation of something related to natural, social, 

scientific, cultural and other phenomena that aim to explain how or why this 

can happen.11 

Based on definitions above, the researcher concludes that in reading, 

the reader need subject to reading text. Because without read the text, the 

reader can’t know what text is about and the researcher decides to use 

scanning strategies to get information on reading. 

7. The Principles of Teaching Reading  

In teaching English, teacher as the center and facilitator to the students 

in the classroom needs to prepare some teaching strategies and principles to 

teach the students so that they can understand well what the teacher teach in 

the classroom.  

According to Richar there are ten teaching principles that may be 

appropriate in teaching reading that is summarized below: 

a) Lowering Inhibitions 

In the classroom, students need some activities to decrease their 

difficulties in studying English. The teacher can apply these activities, 

those are, playing guess and communication games, doing role-replay and 

skits; sing a songs, using group work, laughing with the students, having 

them share fears in small groups. 

b) Encouraging risk-taking 

Students feel afraid in making mistakes in studying or doing 

exercises, some efforts can be applied in the classroom, those are, praising 

 
11  
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students for making science efforts to try out language, using fluency 

exercises where errors are not corrected at that time, giving outside-of-class 

assignments to speak or write or to try out the language 

c) Building students’ self confidence 

Teacher need to build the students’ confident in studying English 

because self confident is one of important factor which influents the 

students’ success in studying English. To do that, teacher should tell 

students explicitly (verbally and nonverbally) that he or she do indeed 

believe in them that their students can do their job. Teacher should ask 

them make lists of their strengths of what they know or what they have 

accomplished so far in the course. 

d) Helping students develop intrinsic motivation 

Developing intrinsic motivation can help students to improve their 

achievement in studying English. Some efforts that can be done by the 

teacher are reminding students explicitly about the rewards for learning 

English, describing students that many jobs requires English, playing down 

the final examination in favor of helping students to see rewards for 

themselves beyond the final exam. 

e) Promoting cooperative learning 

Studying English in the classroom, teacher needs explain that 

cooperative learning in the class is more important than competition 

between the students. some activities can be done in cooperative learning 

are directing students to share their knowledge in a group, asking the 

students to think of themselves as a team so that the students who have a 
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good ability in learning can help the students who do not have it. 

f) Encouraging students to use right-brain processing 

Studying English, teacher should insist that learning is not only doing 

exercises and decide the right and the wrong answer but the teacher also 

needs some activities to develop the students’ creativity in learning 

English. Some activities which can be done are using movies and tapes in 

class, having students read passages rapidly, doing skimming exercises, 

doing rapid ‘free writes’, doing oral fluency exercises where the object is to 

get students to talk or to write a lot without being corrected.12 

2. The Concept of Explanation Text 

a.  Definition of Explanation Text 

Explanations are written to explain how something works or occurs. The 

process of the events is explained sequentially and with the time related 

information.13  

Explanation genre requires students to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding, and to answer questions, such as „What is x? and additionally 

expect students to explain how something works or function. The explanations 

themselves are intended to demonstrate current shared knowledge and 

understanding.14 

 
12 Duke, N. K., Pearson, P. D., Strachan., S. L., & Billman, A. Essential Elements of 

Fostering and Teacing Reading Comprehension. In S. J. Samuels & A. Farstrup (Eds.). What Research 

Has to Say About Reading Instruction 4th Edition (pp. 51-93). Newark, DE: International Reading 

Association. 2011) 
 13Longan.J, Reading and Study Skill: Seventh Edition. (Atlanta capeCommunity College: 

Published by McGraw-Hill Companies. New York, 2020) 

 14Grellet, F.1999.Developing Reading Skill: A Practice Guide to Reading Comprehension 

Exercise. (Cambridge: Cambridge Press.) 

 



21 
 

 

 

Explanation text explains how something can happen. In this case, 

something is a phenomenon or event that is not man-made. In addition, 

explanations in explanation text can be supported by facts and science. 

Explanation text usually answers the question of how and why something 

happened, be it a general natural or social phenomenon. 

The researcher concludes that explanation text is a text used to explain the 

process of a phenomenon, events or action. It is also used to share the fact of 

knowledge and understanding.  

b. Generic Structure and Language Features of Explanation Text 

The structure of an explanation text include: First, general statement which 

is introducing the topic or process being explained. Second, sequenced 

explanation is written in order how and why something works or occurs. The last 

is conclusion which provides a final explanation.15 

Features of an explanation text may include non-human participants, cause 

and effect relationships, passives and timeless present tense. Non-human 

participants mean that the main subject of text is usually a noun. This text is 

explaining about the process or the occurrence of something works, where 

automatically only a noun that can be described.16 

 There are six language features in explanation text, namely: 

1)  General Noun 

General noun includes noun that is known generally. People commonly 

use nouns for communication, e.g. bee, food, honey, etc. 

 
 15Rahim, F, Pengajaran Membaca di Sekolah Dasar. (Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2013) 

 16Rahim, F, Pengajaran Membaca di Sekolah Dasar.(Jakarta: Bumi Aksara,2013) 
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2) Action Verb 

 Action verb is a verb that can be seen when we do it, e.g. drink, make, fall, 

 cover, etc. 

3) Simple Present Tense 

 The simple present tense is used for events or situations that exist always, 

 usually, or habitually in the past, present, and the future.  

4) Passive Voice  

Passive voice concerns more on the events (what happen).The object of an 

active sentence becomes the subject of passive sentence. The subject of an 

active sentence is the object of by in the “by phrase” in a passive 

sentence.17 

c. Purpose of Explanation Text 

1) Provide information to readers 

In accordance with its understanding, explanatory text contains an 

explanation of why something can happen. Therefore, the main function or 

social function is to answer questions that may arise in the general public. 

2. To educate or provide education 

You must have read the reasons why rain can fall from the sky, right? Well, 

this process can be explained in the form of an explanation text which 

usually appears in school Geography books. So, explanation text can 

certainly be a medium for educating students.18 

 

 
 17Azar, B. S, Fundamentals of English Grammar (2nd ed). (Jakarta Barat: Binarupa 

Aksara,1993) 
18 Mark and Kathy Anderson, Text Types in English, (New York: Macmillan,1997) 
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d. Form of Explanation Text 

 The Table 2.1 below is the example of explanation text from Hartono: 

How a Spider’s Web Forms 

General Statement A spider web looks delicate but it is very strong. It can 

hold 4000 times a spider‟s weight. But how does it form 

Sequenced Explanation 

First the spider spins a thread of silk. The thread gets blown over to a 

branch by the wind. Then she makes another two threads and makes a Y 

shape. Next she makes more threads and they look like spokes off a wheel. 

Then the spider goes in a spiral, out and back in, sits in the middle and waits 

for food. 

Conclusion 

This is how a web is formed.19 

3. The Concept of Receptive Skill 

a. Definition of Receptive Skill 

There are some literate people who use language. They will be able to 

speak on the telephone, write letters listen to the radio or read the books. In other 

words the possess the four basic language skills of speaking, writing, listening 

and reading. Speaking and writing involve language production and are therefore 

often referred to as productive skills. Listening and reading involve receiving 

messages and are therefore often to as receptive skills.20 

There are two aspects of language: receptive skills and productive skills. 

 
 19Hartono, R, Genre of Text. (Semarang: UNNES, 2005) p.21 

20Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 16. 
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Knowing about receptive and productive language enables you to understand the 

natural process of language development. Receptive skills include understanding 

and reading the English language. Receptive skills pertain to receiving 

information  

Teaching Receptive Skills By Encouraging Extensive Reading And 

Listening. The secret to teaching receptive skills is exposure and a lot of it. But, 

in order to get fluency in reading and listening the exposure must be enjoyable, 

level-appropriate, and lead to success in receiving and interpreting messages. 

Receptive skills include understanding and reading the English 

language.  Receptive skills pertain to receiving information. When a student is 

spoken to, the student is receiving what the speaker is saying by listening to the 

speaker and understanding the speaker.  The student is listening to the person’s 

speech and observing their body language to understand what the person is 

communicating.  The same is true for the reading process.  When a student is 

reading, the student is receiving information such as letters, sight words, 

punctuation, etc.. Receiving language is easier than creating language. Therefore, 

receptive skills are easier to acquire than productive skills. Typically, ESL 

students will develop understanding and reading skills easier and faster than 

speaking and writing skills.21  

Productive skills include speaking and writing the English language. 

Productive skills refer to producing or expressing language or 

information.  When a student speaks or writes, the student is producing or 

expressing information.  Producing information is much more difficult than 

 
21 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 16. 
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receiving information.  Therefore, productive skills are more difficult and slower 

to develop than receptive skills.  Writing skills in particular are the most difficult 

skills to learn and will be acquired last. 

Receptive skill is important for parents and teachers to know this natural 

process, so they are able to exhibit understanding and patience when a child is 

speaking or writing.  Knowing about receptive and productive skills can alleviate 

a parent's or teacher’s confusion when an English language learner has stronger 

reading skills than writing skills and stronger understanding skills than speaking 

skills. 

It is important for ESL teachers to understand how typical English 

language learners develop language skills. It is necessary for ESL teachers to 

know that their students will develop understanding and reading skills faster than 

speaking and writing skills. This knowledge may help to avoid misdiagnosing an 

ESL student having a speech and language disability because their speaking 

skills are not as fully developed as their understanding skills. 

Knowing about receptive and productive skills is helpful when 

identifying an ESL student having a reading disability.  An indication of an ESL 

student having a reading disability could be that their reading skills have 

developed much slower than their other skills.  This is atypical of English 

language development and could be a sign that the ESL student may have a 

reading disability. 

If we look at the receptive skills (reading and listening) we can see that 

there many sub-skills which we can call upon. The way we listen for general 

understanding will be different from the way we listen in order to extract specific 
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bits of information. The same is true for reading, of course. Sometimes we read 

in order to interpret, sometimes we read in order to transfer the information to 

another medium, e.g. a chart. We can summaries the difference between skill 

(sometime called macro skills) and sub-skills (sometimes called micro skills). In 

sub-skills they are able to process the language that they use and receive.22 

b. Aspect of Receptive Skill 

They are ways in which students receive communications from others, e.g., 

listening, reading, viewing. Assessment of receptive modalities focuses on 

student communication of their understanding of the meaning of communications 

from others. Because this is done through a productive modality, assessment of 

students’ skills and abilities with respect to receptive modalities is not as 

straightforward as that of productive modalities. Examples of students’ 

demonstration of receptive abilities with respect to curriculum content are using 

tonal qualities of voice to help convey meaning from a passage read aloud, 

restating a classmate’s comment, describing how the key and tempo of a piece of 

music set a mood. 

Studying English, teacher should insist that learning is not only doing 

exercises and decide the right and the wrong answer but the teacher also needs 

some activities to develop the students’ creativity in learning English. Some 

activities which can be done are using movies and tapes in class, having students 

read passages rapidly, doing skimming exercises, doing rapid ‘free writes’, doing 

oral fluency exercises where the object is to get students to talk or to write a lot 

 

22Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 18. 
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without being corrected.23 

Readers or listeners employ a number of specialist skills when reading or 

listening and their success at understanding the content of what they see or hear 

depends to a large extent on their expertise in these specialist skills. We can look 

at six of these skills below: 

1) Predictive Skills 

 Efficient readers or listeners predict what they are going to hear and read; the 

process of understanding the text is the process of seeing how the content of 

the text matches up to these predictions. 

2) Extracting Specific Information 

  Very often we read something or listen to it because we want to extract 

specific bits of information – to find out a fact or two. We may quickly look 

through a film review just to find the name of the star. We may listen to the 

news, only concentrating when the particular item that interests us comes up. 

3) Getting the General Picture 

  We often read or listen to things because we want to „get the general picture‟. 

We want to have an idea of the main points of the text. When applied to 

reading this skill is often called skimming. 

4) Extracting Detailed Information 

  A reader or listener often has to be able to access texts for detailed 

information. The information required exactly what does the writer mean? 

What the precisely is the speaker trying to say? Question like „How many?‟ 

 
23 Duke, N. K., Pearson, P. D., Strachan., S. L., & Billman, A. Essential Elements of 

Fostering and Teacing Reading Comprehension. In S. J. Samuels & A. Farstrup (Eds.). What Research 

Has to Say About Reading Instruction 4th Edition (pp. 51-93). Newark, DE: International Reading 

Association. 2011) 
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„How often?. 

5) Recognizing Function and Discourse Patterns 

  Native speakers of English know that when the read or hear someone say. 

Recognizing such discourse markers is an important part of understanding 

how a text is constructed. We know which phrases are used by speakers to 

structure their discourse or give them „time to think‟. We need to make 

students aware of these features in order to help them to become more 

efficient readers and listeners. 

6) Decoding Meaning From Context 

  The other important sub-skill has already been dealt with. One of the things 

we can do for students is to help them to develop their ability to deduce the 

meanings of unfamiliar words from the context in which they appear.19 

c. The model of Teaching Receptive Skill 

 The model for teaching Receptive Skills as reading and listening has five 

basics tages which are: 

1) Lead-in,  

Here in the students and teacher prepare them for the task and familiarize  themselves 

with the topic of the reading or listening exercise. 

2) T directs comprehension task,  

 Here the teacher makes sure that the students know what they are going to do. 

Are they going to the answer questions, fill in a chart, complete a message pad 

or try and re-tell what they heard/saw? The teacher explains and directs the 

student’s purpose for reading or listening. 

3) SS listen/ read for task,  
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The students then read or listen to a text to perform  the task the teacher has  set. 

4) T directs feedback,  

 The students have performed the task the teacher will help students to see if 

they have completed the task successfully and will find how well they have 

done. This may follow a stage in which students check their answers with 

each other first directs text-related task, the teacher will then probably 

organize some kind of follow-up task related to the text.24 

  

 

24Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 184. 
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C.   Conceptual Framework 

Framework is a picture of the pattern of relationships between concepts or 

variables in a horror manner which is a complete picture of the focus of research. 

The framework of thought is usually put forward in the form of a schematic 

chart.25 To facilitate this research the writer makes the following framework of 

thought: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

This research conducted quantitative research by follow test instrument, 

in the beginning of process, this research only focused on 5 aspect of receptive 

term namely, predictive, extracting information, getting general picture, 

recognizing picture and decoding meaning, those all items should be test on this 

research, the result of this research described the reader about the condition of 

the students ability on receiving information on explanation text.  

 
 25Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam, Pedoman Penulisan Karya Ilmiah (Parepare: Departemen 

Agama, 2013), p. 26.  

Reading Materials 

Explanation Text 

Receptive Test: 

1. Predictive 

2. Extracting Information 

3. Getting General Picture 

4. Recognizing Picture 

5. Decoding Meaning 

 

Students’ Ability in receiving 

Information on Explanation Text 



 

31 
 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design 

This research used a descriptive quantitative design in order to answer the 

proposed question. Descriptive research described the current status of an 

identified variable. These research projects designed to provide systematic 

information about a phenomenon. This method used to identifying the students’ 

ability in receiving information in explanation text. 

B. Location and Time of the Research 

This research held at Tarbiyah Faculty as the location of the third semester 

of English Program class and this research spent 45 days. 

C. Sample of Research  

Research sample is the entire research sample.1 In this research the 

respondents were third semester of English Program students, the number of 

population were 120 students. The researcher concluded that the sample of this 

research were the whole students of third semester of English Program at IAIN 

Parepare. As the sample, it used simple random sampling by the researcher in 

order to get perfect data. The researcher took 25 students as the sample of the 

research. 

D. Research Instrument  

The researcher collected the data by using test as the instruments of data 

collection. Researcher formulated test become the instrument of the research to 

identify the students ability in receiving information of explanation text, this test 

 
1Arikunto,S,Prosedur Penelitian, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 1995), p. 198 



32 
 

 

 

related to the generic structure of the explanation text and also referred to the 

aspect of receptive skill, this test follow multiple choice and also essay to clearly 

answer the question of the research. 

E. Procedure of Data Analysis  

1. The Analysis of Test 

a. Scoring Students‟ Correct Answer 

The  data  of  the  researcher’s  test  result  for  the  students‟  activity during 

the teaching-learning process analyzed by using the pattern as follow: 

Score = 
𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑡 𝑎𝑛𝑠𝑤𝑒𝑟

𝑇ℎ𝑒 𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛
 × 100% 

 

b.  Classifying the Students‟ Scoring 

The  data  of  students‟  learning  result  (test)  analyzed  by  using descriptive 

statistic. The students‟ score in the following criteria at the book that was 

written by Suharsimi and Arikunto that is modified as follow: 

Table 3.1 the Classification of the Students Score 

No Score Classification 

1 80-100 Very good 

2 66-79 Good 

3 56-65 Fair 

4 40-55 Poor 

5 <39 Very poor2 

 

  

 
 2Suharsimi Arikunto Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan, (Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2006 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings 

The research findings were the answering of problems statements that 

formulated in the first chapter. This part is also present the data analysis of 

students ability in receiving information on explanation text for third semester of 

English department at IAIN Parepare, the researcher conducted the test which 

related to the aspect of the receiving information on explanation text. 

Teaching Receptive Skills By Encouraging Extensive Reading which 

conducted in this research thart the secret to teaching receptive skills is exposure 

and a lot of it. But, in order to get fluency in reading and listening the exposure 

must be enjoyable, level-appropriate, and lead to success in receiving and 

interpreting messages. 

Receptive skills include understanding and reading the English 

language.  Receptive skills pertain to receiving information. When a student is 

spoken to, the student is receiving what the speaker is saying by listening to the 

speaker and understanding the speaker.  The student is listening to the person’s 

speech and observing their body language to understand what the person is 

communicating. 

According to the methodology of research, the method of collecting data 

was by using text which spreading to the students in order to get their reading 

comprehension trough  reading test to the students’ by identifying the students 

reading ability which means the researcher get the proper data which conducted 

from the instrument of the research. 
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According to the theory, this research used quantitative approach for 

reading text of explanation text. 

1. Students Ability in Receiving Information of Explanation Text 

Table 4.1 Students Reading Score. 

Semester 
40-50 51-70 71-80 81-90 

f % f % f % f % 

Third Semester 2 8% 9 36% 11 44% 3 12% 

Category Very Poor  Very Poor Poor Very Poor 

The table above explained about the quality of students reading skill 

on explanation text which showed that, students which get interval score of 

40-50 were 2 students category very poor and interval 51-70 were 9 students 

category very poor and interval 71-80 were 11 students category poor and 

interval 81-90 were 3 students category very poor. 

Table 4.2 Accumulation of Students Reading Score 

No Semester Mean Max Min SD Category 

1 Third Semester  74.00 90.00 40.00 3,15 Good 

The students’ reading skill was from third semester can be seen on 

table above which the average of the students skill was 72.00 and the 

maximum score was 90.00 and minimum score was 40.00. For more validity 

of the accumulation score, the researcher conduct standard deviation which 

score 3, 15. 
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 The researcher showed the specific description of students reading 

score which conducted from the test as instrument of the research. It showed 

below the diagram below: 

Figure 4.1 Students Reading Ability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The diagram above was the explanation of the students reading skill, 

as we know that, diagrams are the graphic representation used to explain the 

relationship and connection between the parts of illustration on research.1 This 

diagram supported the result of the research for representative showed, it can 

be seen from the diagram that, the quality of the third semester of English 

education program for reading receiving information on explanation text 

showed average 74.00 which maximum score was 90.00 and minimum score 

was 40.00. Based on the curriculum applied in Tarbiyah Faculty, this score 

can be categorized as Good Enough. 

 
1Umoquit, Burchet, systematic review of the use diagram from research, 

(Cambridge:BioCentre,2011) 
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The structure of an explanation text include: First, general statement 

which is introducing the topic or process being explained. Second, sequenced 

explanation is written in order how and why something works or occurs. The 

last is conclusion which provides a final explanation. 

Features of an explanation text may include non-human participants, 

cause and effect relationships, passives and timeless present tense. Non-

human participants mean that the main subject of text is usually a noun. This 

text is explaining about the process or the occurrence of something works, 

where automatically only a noun that can be described. 

This research identifies the aspect of reading comprehension which 

showed the result below: 

  Table 4.3 Accumulation of Students Reading Score 

No 
Aspect of Receptive 

Skill 

Number 

Test 

Presentation of 

Correct Answer 

1 
 

Predictive 
1,2 62% 

2 

 

Extracting 

Information 

3,4 48% 

3 

 

Getting General 

Picture 

5,6 80% 

4 

 

Recognizing 

Discourse 

7,8 40% 

5 
 

Decoding Meaning 
9,10 70% 

The table above was the explanation of each result of students 

answered based on the aspect of the test, there were five aspects which 

identified of correct result of their test result. 
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The score above was the accumulation from all the aspect of the 

receiving information that Mention on chapter II. The aspect referred to 

predictive, extracting information, getting general picture, recognizing picture 

and decoding meaning. 

It indicated that students get great score toward their ability in reading 

performing, from all the aspect which referred to the reading comprehension, 

researcher may conclude that students were able to comprehend the text which 

asked to the students in this research.  

The result above, were the data which conducted in Tarbiyah Faculty 

as the research sample. The test was sending by Google form and analyzing 

the data by descriptive analysis, this data analysis categorized as valid data 

and available to be result of research. 

B. Discussion 

The research findings were the answering of problems statements that 

formulated in the first chapter. This part is also present the data analysis of the 

respondents to find out the description of students quality.  This section were going 

to find out the answer of the research question mentioned in first chapter, which 

asked about the students reading skill in receiving information of Explanation Text. 

1. Students Ability in Receiving Information of Explanation Text 

a.  Predictive 

  Efficient readers or listeners predict what they are going to hear and read; 

the process of understanding the text is the process of seeing how the content 

of the text matches up to these predictions, the findings of this research 

conducted several question which refers to the predictive aspect, the number of 



38 

 

 

 

the question which referred to the predictive items showed in beginning 

question. 

  The students had great performing on predict the context of the text which 

several used on cognitive aspect, the students must predict the context of the 

text which related to the photosynthesis explanation, the question which 

stimulate the students n predicting or guessing the next content become very 

important to be known as students who should be mastered in reading 

predictive aspect. 

  The result of the research which focuses on the predictive aspect that, 

student already understood on predictive aspect, which showed very great 

performing on correct answering. The items which referred to the predictive 

aspect answered correctly most of the students; it can be assumed that 

predictive aspect already applied for answering the instrument of the research. 

  Predictive aspect on reading is very important to be known, its stated that 

predicting is an important reading strategy. It allows students to use 

information from the text, such as titles, headings, pictures and diagrams to 

anticipate what will happen in the text.2 

  Predictive aspect should be very attention for teaching reading, it stated 

that If we look at the receptive skills (reading and listening) we can see that 

there many sub-skills which we can call upon. The way we read for general 

understanding will be different from the way we read in order to extract 

specific bits of information, it’s all caused of predictive.3 

 
2Bailey, E, Reading Comprehension Skills: Making Predictions. (Retrieved June 13, 2015) 
3Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 16. 
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b. Extracting Information 

       Very often we read something or listen to it because we want to extract 

specific bits of information – to find out a fact or the interesting term of the 

text, we may quickly look through a film review just to find the name of the 

star. We may listen to the news, only concentrating when the particular item 

that interests us comes up. 

 Several question is set for the skill of extracting the information toward 

the text of explanation, the students must me smart to find out the specific 

information which identify from the number, the text mark and several symbol 

of the text, it source of the specific information written by the author 

sometimes, the students must be usual in finding the important information 

toward the text. 

 The explanations of the photosynthesis process really find the interesting 

item which the students find out several high vocabularies. In fact several 

students were fail to find the information on the text, it result many students 

get low score toward the number of the extracting information from the 

explanation text. 

 Extracting information namely the sill which show related to the 

skimming and scanning strategy, the reader are forced to be more fast and 

effective reader, which really find the important things only on the text without 

reading all the entire text.4 

c. Getting General Picture 

 
4Azar, B. S, Fundamentals of English Grammar (2nd ed). (Jakarta Barat: Binarupa 

Aksara,1993) 
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We often read or listen to things because we want to get the general 

picture.  We want to have an idea of the main points of the text. When applied 

to reading this skill is often called skimming.  

General picture basically become the most important aspect toward 

reading performing which really focused in general picture, when the reader 

be able to find out the general picture of the text they must be able to catch the 

meaning of the text which author means on the text itself.  

The test consisted of several tests which really related to the specific 

information on the text question, the researcher found several students 

answered wrong and several students answered correctly on this term. 

Getting general picture means that, the reader be able to get the main idea 

of the text, every stage of the explanation text already understood by the 

reader by one or two reading activities, without getting all the vocabulary, it’s 

all related to the aspect before, on how the students believe that, by 

understanding the specific information only, they don’t need to read all the 

text and understand it, by understanding several context and getting the 

general picture. 

Even identifying the skill of getting general picture didn’t really valid for 

online test, but the researcher focuses on the students answered which can be 

assumed that, they tried to find out the general picture by reading skimming 

technique on their reading activities.  

Getting general picture is very important also to be applied in reading 

activities, the students who are able to catch the meaning of the context and 
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easy to get the general idea of the each paragraph, they should be easy to 

understand the entire text by predicting the context of the text.  

Another support result also that by skimming to decide if you need to 

read something at all, for example during the preliminary research for a paper. 

Skimming can tell you enough about the general idea and tone of the material, 

as well as its gross similarity or difference from other sources, to know if you 

need to read it at all.5 

The result data showed very nice performing from the students in general 

picture, mostly they already known about how to catch the meaning of the 

general picture which set by the author of the text. It also showed positive 

result which most of the students known very well the meaning of the text 

even only guessing meaning.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

d. Recognizing Discourse 

Author of English knows that when the read or hear someone say. 

Recognizing such discourse markers is an important part of understanding 

how a text is constructed. We know which phrases are used by speakers to 

structure their discourse or give them “time to think‟. Writer needs to make 

students aware of these features in order to help them to become more 

efficient readers and listeners.6 

Using discourse approach can make them understand the text at a 

glance of the text structures, text themes and the writers’ ideas. Moreover, 

using such an approach can benefit our teaching a lot. In this way, our readers 

 
5 Grellet, F.1999.Developing Reading Skill: A Practice Guide to Reading Comprehension 

Exercise. (Cambridge: Cambridge Press.) 
6Longan.J, Reading and Study Skill: Seventh Edition. (Atlanta capeCommunity College: 

Published by McGraw-Hill Companies. New York, 2020) 
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can foster a logical thinking ability of analyzing, summarizing and inducing, 

and also our readers can get twice the result with half the effort in foreign 

language reading.7 

Students didn’t know all the words in a sentence that so they cannot 

understand the whole sentence, which is because the sentence is too long or 

the sentence structures are too complicated. Under such a circumstance, 

students should practice analyzing sentences. In fact, students read a text 

quickly and try to get the relevant information as much as possible. Secondly, 

read the text slowly and try to look up some vital words in the dictionary to 

make them clear. Than raise some questions that the text is likely to give 

answers.  

Discoursing the context of the text really help the students to identify 

every stage of the text, the discourse which really important for the reader in 

identify the main passage of the text. 

Another one, students read the text once more so that you can find 

some evidence that can prove your answers are correct. Students will 

understand most of the sentences and have a general impression of the main 

idea of the text. If our readers are still at a loss about some sentences that stop 

their further reading, they should learn how to analyze sentences. 

Unfortunately the students didn’t know all the technique of the discourse 

analysis in reading activities. 

 

 

 
7Dubin, F. et al.. Teaching Second Language Reading for Axademic Purposes [M]. 

Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1986 
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e. Decoding Meaning 

The other important sub-skill has already been dealt with. One of the 

things we can do for students is to help them to develop their ability to deduce 

the meanings of unfamiliar words from the context in which they appear.8 

This research found that, students still very hard in identifying the hard 

specific word in long text, students mostly skip the difficulties word in 

sentences and decoding the meaning by assumed without clarifying the text 

meaning for correct meaning. 

Decoding meaning also really find easy for the students for who really 

like to do scanning meaning of the text. 

The students in fact still very difficult in decoding the meaning 

correctly, the students just read all the entire word and try to understand it 

forcedly, in conditional, the students very hard to do decoding meaning, 

several students really find difficulties on this caused of difficulties guessing 

the word meaning which must be related to the context of the sentences.  

Those explanations above about the students quality of receptive skill 

which divided into five aspect, this research result supported from other 

expert that readers who mastered in receptive skill employs a number of 

specialist skills when reading or listening and their success at understanding 

the content of what they see or hear depends to a large extent on their 

expertise in these specialist skills.9 

 
8Duarte, N and Barner, Reading Comprehension in Teaching English as Foreign Language, 

(Press education, 2020) 
9Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (New York: United State of 

America by Longman Press 1992), p. 19. 
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According at the data showed some comprehending between this 

result and previous research that conducted from El-Kahlout. That study 

aimed at examining the effectiveness of using receptive skill approach on 

developing reading comprehension skills for the eleventh graders in Gaza 

governorates. In order to achieve the aim of the study; the researcher adopted 

an experimental research design. She stated in her research that the study 

result indicated that there are statistically significant differences between pre 

and posttest of both the experimental and control group in reading 

comprehension skills in favor the post test. She also recommended the English 

teacher to adapt receptive method in teaching English in general and in 

teaching reading in particular.10 That result research showed about the 

effectiveness of receptive skill to be improved by using certain media it also 

support this data ever.  

Another findings also stated that Aghanjaloo. that research aimed 

at: (1) investigating the effects of four types of reading strategies in giving 

feedback (i.e., focused direct corrective feedback, unfocused direct corrective 

feedback, focused indirect corrective feedback, and unfocused indirect 

corrective feedback) on intermediate EFL learners‟ writing performance; (2) 

11 finding out the most effective type of reading strategies for intermediate 

EFL learners‟ writing performance; (3) determining learners‟ attitudes toward 

the effectiveness of using reading strategies and the types which they had 

received. This was an experimental research. The participants of this study 

 
 10El-Kahlout, Y., A. The Effectiveness of Using Guided Discovery on Developing Reading 

Comprehension Skills for the Eleventh Graders in Gaza Governorates. (Gaza: Al Azhar 

University,2010) 
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were 140 female and male intermediate EFL learners studying English at 

private language institutes in Iran. The researcher used Nelson Profiency Test, 

writing test and attitude questionnaire as the instruments. The results indicated 

that, learners outperformed in all of the four groups, validating reading 

strategies as an effective technique which can be used in EFL classes. A clear 

implication of the study is that types (specially unfocused direct corrective 

feedback) should be emphasized as an essential tool for developing writing 

ability of intermediate EFL learners. That data similarly with this data which 

explained about the students ability in receptive skill which using media 

indeed.  

This research sums that reading as receptive skill shout be improve to 

the students, in fact that, result data as a  process in which the text elements 

interact with other factors outside the text, through developmental, interactive, 

and global process involving learned skills. The process specifically 

incorporates an individual’s linguistic knowledge. It can be both positively 

and negatively influenced by nonlinguistic internal and external variables of 

factors. It means that reading is regarded as complex activity that involves 

various activities, such as knowing each symbol and analyzing the words into 

a meaning. Reading comprehension needs an active thinking process in mind 

to comprehend and understand what has been read. 

The Researcher explains more about the similarity result data found 

in this research and previous research that reading receptive skill as receiving 

information from the text is important to be identified, it also really help the 

students to know their ability for the reading improvement.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the findings and the result of the data analysis in the previous 

chapter, the  researcher concludes that students ability in receiving information 

can be categorized as Good enough which showed score on 75.00 which 

explained into several aspects referred to the receptive skill namely; predictive 

skill which showed that the students had great performing on predict the context 

of the text and the students must predict the context of the text which related to 

the photosynthesis explanation, while extracting information showed that many 

students get low score toward the number of the extracting information from the 

explanation text, the students must be usual in finding the important information 

toward the text, while getting general picture is very important also to be applied 

in reading activities,  while recognizing discourse students didn’t know all the 

words in a sentence that so they cannot understand the whole sentence, lastly 

decoding meaning which students still very hard in identifying the hard specific 

word in long text, students mostly skip the difficulties word in sentences and 

decoding the meaning by assumed without clarifying the text meaning for correct 

meaning. 

B. Suggestion 

 Based on the research and discussion, researcher offer two points of ideas 

aimed to the teacher and researchers. These points were described as follow: 

1. The lecture is a person who can influence the students in reading performance, 

so the lecture should provide a great technique in teaching, students’ reading 
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performance should be better than previous semester by considering the best 

techniques.  

2. The result of this research can be used for the research to identifying the 

student’s reading skill and also for the next researcher who wants to doing an 

experimental class, by reading and understand the result of this research, they 

can done better research than this research.    
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Appendix 1 : Test Form 

Name : 

NIM : 

Please Read the following text below and answer the question based on the explanation. 

What is photosynthesis? Photosynthesis is a food making process that occurs in green 

plants. It is the chief function of leaves. The word photosynthesis means putting together 

with light. Green plans use energy from light to combine carbon dioxide and water to 

make sugar and other chemical compounds. 

How photosynthesis is used the light? 

 The light used in photosynthesis is absorbed by a green pigment called 

chlorophyll. Each food making cell in a plant leaf contains chlorophyll in small bodies 

called chloroplast. In chloroplast, light energy causes water drawn from the soil to split 

into hydrogen and oxygen. 

 What are the steps of photosynthesis processes? Let me tell you the process of 

photosynthesis, in a series of complicated steps, the hydrogen combines with carbon 

dioxide from the air, forming a simple sugar. Oxygen from the water molecules is given 

off in the process. Form sugar together with nitrogen, sculpture, vitamins, and other 

complex compounds essential for life. Photosynthesis provides the chemical energy that 

is needed to produce these compounds. 
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Please Checklist the best answer below: 

1. What is the suitable title of the text above? 

 A. Process of leaf 

 B. Light for Tree 

 C. Process of Photosynthesis 

 D. Water in Green tree 

2. From the passage above, what does it mean the word of small bodies (line 3 Paragraph 

2)? 

 A. Chloroplast 

 B. Clorophile 

 C. Coralline 

 D. Corrosive 

3. What are the photosyntesis needs? 

 A. Water, Light, oxygen, worm 

 B. Soil, light, sun, worm 

 C. Bug, Air, oxygen, food 

 D. Light, carbon dioxide, humus  

4. What the product of photosynthesis? 

 A. Sugar 

 B. Food and 02 

 C. Root 

 D. Food 
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5. What is the third paragraph is talking about? 

 A. process of photosynthesis 

 B. the hydrogen 

 C. the steps of photosynthesis 

 D. nitrogen, sculpture, 

6. What is the function of the light? 

 A. to hide the food 

 B. to establish the tree 

 C. to absorb by a green pigment 

 D.to sun the tree 

7. What does the word of split imply of the text? 

 A. move quickly 

 B. Tear on 

 C. devided 

 D.Slash 

8. “The word photosynthesis means putting together with light” 

 What does the word putting together above imply? 

 A. combine 

 B. once 

 C. together 

 D. place in 

9. How many energy provided of photosynthesis? 

 A. 1 

 B. 2 
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 C. 3 

 D. 4 

10. What is the main function of leaves? 

 A. food making process 

 B. forming energy 

 C. Occur light 

 D. Making an vitamins 
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The Students Score on Reading Skill 

No Nama Mahasiswa : 

Keterangan 

Jawaban Total skor 

Benar Salah 

1 Muh.Galif Tahira 8 2 80.00 

2 Adriansyah 9 1 90.00 

3 Nurul khafifah rusni  7 3 70.00 

4 Hasnita Utami Ahmad 6 4 60.00 

5 ariibah ihtisyam idris 6 4 60.00 

6 Sri Ayu 7 3 70.00 

7 Ismardianti 6 4 60.00 

8 Siti Amelia Ananda 8 2 80.00 

9 Andrini safitri 7 3 70.00 

10 Herawati 7 3 40.00 

11 Muhammad Rhafi Harlan 8 2 40.00 

12 Nur Ainun Fadhilah.S 9 1 90.00 

13 Mutiara Sudarmono 8 2 80.00 

14 St Fuziah Sahar 8 2 80.00 

15 Suci Amaliyah Basri 8 2 80.00 

16 Asminah Bahar 9 1 90.00 

17 Teguh Waahyudi 8 2 80.00 

18 Muh Lutfi 8 2 80.00 

19 Ayu lestai 6 4 60.00 

20 Sakhmalsyah 8 2 80.00 

21 Risdayanti 7 3 70.00 

22 Hildayanti 8 2 80.00 

23 Irma Rahayu 7 3 70.00 

24 Andini 6 4 60.00 

25 Fadillah 8 2 80.00 

  AVERAGE 72.00 

  MAXIMUM 90.00 

  MINIMUM 40.00 
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Appendix 2: Documentation 
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