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ABSTRACT 

 

Basmala. The ability of students’ in using intonation in English at the fourth semester 

student in English department in IAIN parepare. Supervised by Abd. Haris Sunubi, 

and Kalsum.  

 The purpose of this research was to describe the ability of student of students 

in using intonation in English at the fourth semester in English department IAIN 

Parepare. This research used descriptive quantitative method with the population of 

this research is English student at IAIN parepare. The sample technique used random 

sampling, took 20 students as a sample of 68 student.  

 The difference between this research with several previous research who have 

similar is the way to find the data, where this research using two kind of test to find 

out all of result that is multiple choice and voice recording. According to the data 

analysis done during this research, found that the students ability in using English 

intonation at the fourth semester in English department IAIN parepare was 

categorized into fair level.  

The researcher found that most of the student have a mistaken on the falling 

intonation, student using high tone in the final of the sentence where that the student 

should be using high tone on the initial sentences it‟s because of every day habits that 

the most of student using high tone when they speak to the other people.  

 

Keywords : pronunciation, Intonation, descriptive, Student ability, fair level, English 

department 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Research  

Pronunciation is the way people to pronounce a word, sentences or 

language when they are speaking. There is many aspects must be learned, like 

vowel sound, consonant sound, stress patterns and others. 

Because they are too busy to studying vowel sound, consonant sound, 

stress patterns and others, sometimes the use  of intonation is considered trival 

and sometimes forgotten.in fact intonationis also important in English, because 

the use of intonation is considered trival and sometimes forgotten. 

 In fact intonation is also important in English, because the use of in 

appropriate intonation cannot convey the speaker‟s message so that it can cause 

misunderstanding between the speakers andthe listener. Without intonation we 

produce sound lika a robots, we need to raise or lower lower the voice in certains 

parts.  Using the wrong intonation can change the meaning of a sentente or even 

sound very stranger to the other person. 

 It is very important to learn and practice pronunciation. In the Oxford 

dictionary it has been explain that the pronunciation is the way in wich word, 

language and sound is pronunced. 

 Then the scoup of teaching pronunciation consist of three main topics of 

discussion namely sound, rhythm, and intonation
1
 A language learner must 

master and be able to identify and define the sounds of a language by writing 

them down using phonetic symbols, because in English this symbols is used 

differently depending on the accent. The second is rhythm, rhythm is how we use 

a combination of unstressed and stress words in a sentences. The rhythm of 

                                                           
1
 Universitas Bina and Sarana Informatika, “Improving Students‟ Pronunciation Skill Using Elsa 

Speak Application” 5 (2022): http://ejurnal.budiutomomalang.ac.id/index.php/journey. 
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English speech is depends or determined on the unit of the word, tone or group of 

words containing one stressed syllable. Then the third is intonation.  

Intonation is a part of pronunciation, according to Getrude F. Orion, 

intonation refers to the various tones of the voice. The speakers gives meaning 

and expression to the word he says by using different tones. The tones may be 

high or low
2
. With intonation we can express a great number of different 

meanings, including emotion and attitudes. The word stress is a reference to 

intonation which helps the readers to show and get an idea of what they are 

reading or saying to the others. Readers with troubled intonation will have 

difficulty understanding the text. 

It is very important to master intonation  in English, learning intonation 

makes our English sound natural and keeps listeners focused in the morning of 

the sentencas we say. In linguistics, intonation is a variation  of  the tone used to 

distinguish word. Intonation can be used for various things such as showing the 

attitude and emotions of the speaker, as a sign to distinguish between statements 

and questions, emphasizing on certain things. The main components of 

intonation are pitch, rhythm, tempo, tone of voice, phrases and logical stress. 

Every conversation consists of alternating stressed and unstressed syllables 

where we can raise or lower our voice, speak fast or slow or stop at a certain 

point. Sometimes in some situations, the intonation becomes monotonous or even 

less comfortable to listen to. One thing to avoid is the intonation that often goes 

up and down on each word and ends the sentence with a rising intonation. Some 

linguists argue that it is better to speak with a monotonous intonation than to 

have a bad intonation. 

Most of the students have difficulty in using the right intonation. Since 

childhood, the students have been accustomed to using their mother tongue, they 

                                                           
2
 Nurul Wahyuni, “The Students‟ Ability in English Pronunciation at the Fifth Semester of English 

Education Program at State Islamic Institute (Iain) Parepare (Focus on English Intonation),” 2019. 



3 

 

 
 

will have difficulty changing the habits of their speech organs to produce foreign 

sounds and intonations.  

To have the ability in produce English, students must be able to learn and 

recognize the acoustic quality of foreign choirs. It is often found that students do 

not realize how important intonation is and underestimate it so that they 

pronounce words or sentences not with the right intonation, many students are 

confused whether they will speak with a rising intonation or with a down 

intonation. 

. The researcher found a case were when the students in IAIN Parepare 

speak to their friend or read something, they don‟t using intonation, and they just 

speak and read with flat tone. The function of intonation is to convey feelings or 

message, if we say some sentences with difference way it‟s have difference 

meaning. For Example if some people say “okay” with high tone its mean that 

people is fully agreed but if that people say “okay” with low tone its mean the 

people is less agreed.  

 The students in IAIN Parepare, especially in English department at the 

fourth semester have to take a pronunciation class and have to learn about 

intonation. Therefore, the researcher raised the title "The Ability of Student in 

using intonation in English at the fourth semester in English department IAIN 

Parepare" to find out how far, like how students introduce or use intonation when 

speaking in English. 

B. Problem Statement 

Base on the background above,  the researcher formulates the research 

question because the researcher want to know, How are the students ability in 

using intonation in English at the  fourth semester in English department IAIN 

Parepare ?   
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C. Objective of The Research 

Riferring the problem statement above, the  objective of the research is  

To know how the ability of students in using intonation in English at the  fourth 

semester in English department IAIN Parepare 

D. Significant of The Research 

1. Implication 

The researcher hoped that the results of this study will give some 

positive contribute to the readers, teaching and learning process like English 

pronunciation, this research will help to make the readers better to 

pronounce word or sentences in speaking especially in using intonation in 

English. 

2. Application 

By doing this research, the researcher hopes that this research can 

contribute to readers such as students, lecturers and future researchers.  

a. Student 

Researchers hope that the results of this research can improve the 

students speaking ability, their ability in pronunciation, especially in the 

intonation section and after the student read this research, they will be more 

enthusiastic or diligent to hone their skill in so they will be more confident to 

speak. 

b. Lecturer 

The researcher hopes that the results of this study can be used as 

significant input or reference by lecturers so that they can be used as input, 

improving teaching methods and techniques as well as pronunciation skills, 

especially in terms of intonation so that it can make it easier for them when 

teaching. 
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c.  The next researcher 

The results of this study can also be used by other researchers as a 

reference in conducting similar research or conducting further research. It 

hope that this research can help further researchers so that it can facilitate 

further researchers in conducting research.  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter describes a description of  the findings  of  previous 

researchers, some relevant ideas, and describes several aspects related to research 

such as pronunciation and intonation.  

A. Previous Related Research Findings  

There are several previous research findings that are related to or related 

to this research, the findings of previous studies related to this research are 

described below: 

The first research was carried out by Purnasih, with the research title "The 

Ability in Using English Intonation of Second Semester Students of English 

department in Muhammadiyah University of Purwerejo in the Academic Year of 

2012/2013" from the results of his research based on research findings and 

discussions, the results of students at the time of doing the pronunciation test, 

especially in sentences that increased, the writer found that the level of students' 

proficiency in using English intonation was 71.8, including a good category. 

From the findings, the writer knows that some students have difficulty in 

choosing whether they will use falling intonation or rising intonation, especially 

in preconceived notions that determine exclamation, emotional statement and 

order. Which makes them happy to choose one intonation
3
 

The second is a thesis or research conducted by Nila Fhadila Sari, 

Hadriana, and Erni with the research title "An Analysis of students' Intonation 

Ability in Reading English Short Story Text". They found that based on the 

results of data analysis, it could be concluded that the English study program of 

                                                           
3
 Purnasih, “The Ability in Using English Intonation of Second Semester Students OF English 

Departement in Muhammadiyah University Approval Sheet The Ability in Using English Intonation of 

Second Semester Students Of English Departement in MUhammadiyah University,” 2013. 
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FKIP University of Riau students had good intonation skills in reading short 

story texts because many words were read correctly. Their good performance is 

due to their natural understanding of the word. It can also be interpreted that the 

pronunciation of words is good and interested in learning English. 
4
 

Third, the previous research conducted by Hifni Mariana Pade Siregar 

with the research title "The Student Intonation of the Second Grade English 

Education Department IAIN Padangsimpuan" from the results of the study it was 

found that the increase in students' intonation abilities from the second semester 

of English education at IAIN Padangsimpuan can be seen from test results. This 

can be seen from the students' scores. The results of this study are 56.5 low score 

categories. Therefore, it can be concluded that the improvement of students' 

abilities is still low and requires further improvement. 

Besides she found that the students find it difficult to improve intonation 

and the students are difficult to pronounce the text and are dominantly wrong 

when pronouncing the main text, the students are difficult in pronunciation, 

especially intonation, the students have difficulty in pronouncing words in 

English, and the students have difficulty in speaking English because they say 

that English is a foreign language. Their tongues are stiff.
5
 

Then a study was also conducted by Christina Neni Purba, et al. With the 

research title "An Analysis of Students' Dificulties in Using English Intonation at 

Grade Eight of SMP Negeri 2 Pematangsiantar". After analyzing the data the 

researchers found difficulties in using English intonation at SMP Negeri 2 

Pematangsiantar Silit to use the correct point, difficulties in using rising 

intonation for the first clause and down intonation for the second clause in 

                                                           
4
 Universitas Riau, “An Analysis of Students‟ Intonation Ability in Reading English Short Story Text,” 

n.d., 1–10. 
5
 Hifni Marina Pade Siregar, “Intonation Of Students In Reading Text,” TAZKIR: Jurnal Penelitian 

Ilmu-Ilmu Sosial Dan Keislaman 5, no. 1 (2019): 139–48, https://doi.org/10.24952/tazkir.v5i1.1911. 
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compound sentences, difficulties in using fall intonation for W-H question and 

rising Intnation for Yes-No question, and the last is the difficulty to determine 

the pitch and stress of the syllables. After analyzing the data, the researchers tried 

to draw out the factors that made it difficult for students to use intonation. Some 

factors are shyness and doubt. 
6
 

Based on the previous research above, they both discuss about intonation. 

In this study the author will discuss or conduct the same research, namely both 

researching intonation, but here the research that will be carried out by the author 

is to analyze how students introduce or use intonation. Then the difference 

between this research with previous research is lies in the instrument and the 

technique to Analysis the data.  

B. Theorical Descripsion 

To do this research, we need several theories to explain some concepts or 

terms that exist in the research.  

1. Pronunciation  

a. Definition of pronunciation 

Harmer stated that pronunciation is the way we make sound of the 

languge how and were we place the stress, and how we use pitch and intonation 

to show how we are feeling and what we mean
7
. So it can be conclude that 

people use intonation to express their feelings and the purpose of why they 

speak. But what‟s happening is, people are having a hard time to using the 

correct intonation.  

                                                           
6
 Christian Neni Purba and Herman, “An Analysis of Students‟ Difficulties in Using English Intonation 

At Grade Eight of Smp Negeri 2 Pematangsiantar,” Wiralodra English Journal 4, no. 1 (2020): 50–64, 

https://doi.org/10.31943/wej.v4i1.76. 
7
 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (Cambridge: logman, 2001). 
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According to Oxford learner dictionary pronunciation is way in which 

language or a particular word or sound is spoken.  So we can say that 

pronunciation is a way how we saying or produce a word. 

And then Dalton and Seidholfer write their idea about pronuncitaion in 

general terms, as follows: 

Pronunciation is the production of significant sounds in two senses. First, 

sound is a significant because it is used as part of a code of a particular language. 

Therefore, we can talk about distincitive sound of English, French, Thai, and 

other lamguage. In this sense, we can talk about pronunciation as as the 

production and reception of sound of speech. Secound, sound is significant 

because it is used to achieve  meaning in context of use. Here code to combines 

with other factors to make comunication possible. In this sense,we can talk about 

pronunciation with with reference to acts of speaking. 
8
 

According to syahril pronunciation as : 

a) The act manner of pronuncing words with reference to the pronunciation of 

sound, the plancing of stress,intonation etc. 

b) The manner of utering a discourseof oration. 

b. Element of pronunciation 

      According to Ramelan, he say that the elements of English pronunciation are 

divides into two parts namely segmental and supra segmental features
9
. 

Segmental features include vowels, diphthongs, and consonant. Vowel is a 

sound that produce with a free passage
10

, a vowel with a special feature is called 

diphthong and consonant are sound which are not vowels like p, b, t, d, k, g, f, v, 

                                                           
8
 Nunung Setiyo Rini, “Improving the Students‟ Mastery in Pronouncing” 5, no. 1 (2016): 1–8. 

9
 Ramelan, English Phonetics (Semarang: UPT UNNES Press, 2003). 

10
 Bertil Malmberg, Phonetics (New York: Dover Publication, 1993). 
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s, z, ʃ, ʒ, ʧ, ʤ, θ, ð, m, n, ŋ, h, i, r, w, and j
11

. Then segmental features, it can be 

studied in isolation and refer to sound unit arrange in a sequential order. That 

means every utterance maybe segmented onto a linear sequence of segmental 

features.
12

  

2.  Intonation  

a. Definition of intonation   

Intonation is the rise and fall of pitches when we produce sentences in 

a natural situation. It is probably the most important element in language. The 

same sentences may mean different things depending on the intonation we 

use.   

Intonation refers to the use of the rise and fall and melody of the voice 

when speaking. Each language use rising and fall pitches differently and has 

its own distinctive melody and intonation patterns. In fact, babies usually 

always recognize and use the intonation of their native language before they 

learn how to make a sound actually when they speech sounds and words. 
13

 

Paulette describe, intonation is refers to the use of melody and the rise 

and fall of the voice when a people speaking. Its means intonation refers to the 

way of the voice when falls or rises as we speak with utterance. (Paulette 

2005) 

Intonation according to Oxford dictionary  is the rise fall meaning of 

the voice in speaking, especially as this effect the English, some questions 

                                                           
11

 Kelly Gerald, How to Teach Pronunciation (England: longman, 2000). 
12

 Ramelan, English Phonetics. 
13

 Lilian Poms and Paulette Dale, Englis Pronunciation Made Simple (longman, 2005). 
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have a rising intonation. 
14

. So based on that definition above, it can be 

concluded that intonation is where the rise and fall of the tone of voice.  

And then according to Haycraft, intonation is the tune of a sentence, 

comprable with  the rise and fall ofthe tune in a piece of music
15

. Intonation is 

the movement of the voice, betwen low and high pitch. There are two basic 

tunes in English, the firts is ultimately falling and the second is ultimately 

rising 

b. Function of Intonation  

Intonation an important thing for communication, Harmer explain 

how intonation can help comunication.  

1) Intonation is use to convey emotion, involvement, and empathy 

If  we use an exaggerated intonation tune in a question like What’s 

going on?, staring at quite a high pitch and using large pitch leaps, it shows 

that we are really surprised or frightened. But if we say the same question 

at a low pitch with fairly flat intonation tune it suggests that we are not 

very cocerned at the answer we will get. Intonation is used to convey our 

feelings and atitudes. A few generalizations can be made here: the falling 

intonation is said to be more often associated with completeness and 

definiteness; the rising intonation is more often associated with 

incompletness and uncertainty or questioning; the falling-rising intonation 

is said to be associated with the feeling of hesitation, contrast, reservation 

or doubt
16

. 

  

                                                           
14

 Ivana Ivancic and Ivo Fabijanic, “Structural Development of Oxford Advanced Learners‟ 

Dictionary,” no. April (2017), https://doi.org/10.17265/2159-5836/2017.05.012. 
15

 B. Haycraft, The Teaching of Pronunciation. (London: Longman Group, 1971). 
16

 Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching. 
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2) Intonation is a way of modifying the strength or intention of  what we are 

saying. 

We can perform different functions by choosing different form of 

language. But we can also make the same forms perfom different functions. 

The word well cam express agreement, acceptance, doubt, or disagreement. 

3) We can use intonation to show how certain we are about what we are 

saying and to indicate what response we expect.
17

 

According to Roach, the function of intonation can be divided into: 

1) Attitudinal function  

Intonation allows us to express emotions and attitudes when we 

speak, and this add a special kind of meaning to spoken language. 

Definition of express Emotions or attitudes themselves are more complex 

than is commonly realized. We pronunciation in a different way for 

example, if the sentence is 'I want to buy a new one' car' and you have to 

say it this way: "beg", "angry", "sad", “happy”, “proud”, it is certain that at 

least some of your performances will be different from some others. 

2) Accentual Functions 

Intonation helps produce an effect on the necessary syllables 

considered as stress, and in particular placing stress on certain syllables, 

including the most important word in a particular unit of tone.
18

 

Example: 

a). I have plans to go (I'm planning to go). 

b). I have a plan to go (I have some plans/drawings/diagrams that I 

need to do leave). 
19

. 

                                                           
17

 Harmer. 
18

 Peter Roach, “Cambridge_p_roach_english_phonetics_and_phonology_,” n.d. 
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3) Grammar Function 

Listeners are better able to recognize grammatical and syntactic 

structures than what is said using the information contained in the 

intonation. Usually used to illustrate grammatical functions by creating 

sentences that when written is ambiguous, and the ambiguity can only be 

removed by using intonation difference. 

Example: 

a. `Those who `sell fast make a profit. 

(Meaning: Profits are earned by those who sell quickly) 

b. `Those who sell quickly make a profit. 

(Meaning: Quick profit earned by those who sell). 

The difference caused by the placement of the tone unit boundaries 

is shown in is equivalent to providing two different paraphrases of 

sentences. 

4) Discourse Function  

When we looking at the act of speaking in a broader way, we can 

find that intonation can give signal to the listener as a new information and 

what was given, the listener can suggest when the speaker is indicating 

some sort of contrast or link with material in another tone-unit and, in a 

conversation, can convey to the listener what kind of response is 

expected
20

, example:  

                                                                                                                                                                      
19

 Purba and Herman, “An Analysis of Students‟ Difficulties in Using English Intonation At Grade 

Eight of Smp Negeri 2 Pematangsiantar.” 
20

 Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching. 
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A: Have you got any free times in this morning? 

B: I might have later in of that meeting‟s off. 

A: They were talking about putting in later.  

B: You can‟t be sure  

C. Kinds of intonation  

1. Rising intonation  

a. Definition of rising intonation  

Rising intonations are generally employed in sense groups which are 

not maximal, i.e. when a continuation of some sort is expressed or implied. 

The simple rise is exemplified in the first two clauses. 

According to Clifford H. Prator, JR.  Betty Wallace Robimett, in 

English rising intonation is usually used at the end of questions which does 

not begin with a question word (that is, a question which can be answered 

only with yes or no) 
21

 such as yes or No question. For example    

 

  Are you ready? 

  Will you read it for me? 

Then according to Morton J. Gordon, “rising intonation is an increase 

in pitch quickly and suddenly, accompanied by a sharp decrease in volume” 

22
. So, based on the definition above we can conclude that rising intonation is 

a condition where the tone increases suddenly and then becomes low.  

On the other hand there are some special arrangements of an intonation 

that usually can be used. Such as: 

                                                           
21

 Siregar, “Intonation Of Students In Reading Text.” 
22

 Ibid. 
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1) Tag question 

Such as will he/she, aren‟t you. This shows clearly about important 

difference between rising and falling intonation. “If tag question are spoken 

by using ascending and descending pattern” 
23

  

You‟re busy, /aren‟t you? 

All sentences must be explained as statements of fact, and indicates 

that the speaker believes that the listener will agree with his statement 

when the tag is pronounced using ascending pattern. 

You‟re hungry, aren‟t you? 

The sentence is a genuine question, which means the speaker not sure 

if the listener is busy or not, and then the listener asked to confirm or reject 

the idea, to answer yes or no. then notice that intonation of the part of that 

sentence that precedes the tag is not affected by the last addition; although, 

in the example above, You busy is not final, it has the same intonation like 

that given if it comes at the end of the sentence.  

2) Direct address 

The rising intonation use for names and titles addressed directly to the 

person to whom one is speaking or words substituted for names. These may 

come at elsewhere or at the end of the sentences, and do not affect the 

intonation of the rest of the sentence. For example: 
24

 

My friend I‟m happy to see you 

How are you feeling, Mister Bambang? 

  

                                                           
23

 ibid 
24

 ibid. 
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b.  The use of rising intonation  

At the end of a sentences, there are two most common types of 

intonation, namely rising-falling and rising. Rising-falling intonation is used 

for statement, commands, and WH-question. In English, the use of rising 

intonation is normally at the end of question which do not begin with an 

interrogative word
25

.(the questions which may be answered merely by yes or 

no). 

Yes-No question are easy to identify grammatically we can find out by 

looking at the beginning of the question like the following word: 

1) Will, would, shall, should, can, could, may, might and must  

Shall I „answer the telephone? 

Can you help me? 

Will you keep it long? 

2) Have, has, had  

Has he written to you? 

Have they finished? 

3) Am, is, are, was, were 

Is she here? 

Were they studying? 

4) Do, does, did 

Does he like it? 

Did they see it? 

                                                           
25

 ibid 
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Normally the voice goes up to a high note on the last sentence stress, 

just as in the rising-falling pattern. 

2. Falling Intonation  

1) Definition of falling intonation  

In generally falling intonation suggests that the sentence has 

ended. Falling intonation is use for giving and asking information, 

falling intonation sound is more categorical, confident, and convincing 

than rising intonation.  

Falling intonation is normally used in:  

1) W-H Questions 

For example: 

1. What do you want? 

2. Where do you live? 

3. Which do you like best? 

4. Why do you complain? 

5. How far is your home? 

2) Positive statement  

For example:  

1. We are going to the café tonight. 

2. We are going to the market this morning. 

3. She will celebrate her birthday next week. 

4. Max has lived in Indonesia for five years.  

5. Their car is arriving at nine in the morning. 

 

3) Negative statement  

For example: 

1. We are not going to the café tonight  
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2. We are not going to the market this morning. 

3. She will not celebrate her birthday next week. 

4. Max has not lived in Indonesia for five years. 

5. Their car is not arriving at nine in the morning. 

 

D. Conceptual Frame work  

The conceptual framework of this designed as follow: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The conceptual framework means that the researcher will analysis the students 

ability in using English intonation at IAIN Parepare by using test (intonation test), the 

researcher identification  and the researcher check the answer to know how the 

student intonation ability or the student level. When the student basic intonation 

ability as the input, the process id identification of the student intonation level, the 

output is the student intonation ability and the result is the level of student ability.

Input  

Result   

Output  Process  
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

In this part consists of the guideline to reach the objectives of this research. It 

provides the reader with some information such as information about research 

design, research location and duration, research subjects, research instruments, data 

collection and analysis as well. 

A. Research Method  

In this research, the researcher used descriptive quantitative research.    

Descriptive quantitative research is use to describe or summarizing various 

phenomena situations, conditions, or various research variables according to events 

as they are that can be photographed, interviewed, observed and other things that 

can be disclosed. Arikunto explained that the quantitative descriptive method is a 

method that aims to create a description or description of a situation objectively by 

using numbers, starting from data collection, data interpretation and display and 

results. 

B. Location and Duration of the Research  

1. Location of the Research 

The location of the researcher will take place at IAIN Parepare. This research 

will focus on the students‟ from English department at IAIN Parepare in academic 

year 2021/2022. The location of IAIN Parepare is in Jl.Amal Bhakti No.8, Bukit 

Harapan, kec.Soreang, Kota Parepare, Sulawesi Selatan.  

2. Duration of the Researcher  

To collect and analyze the data, the researcher will use qualitative research. 

The researcher will analyze how the students introducing intonation in English 

and researcher will interview the students‟ from English department as sample of 

this research to get the deeply information about the data. Therefore, maybe the 
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researcher will be done around one moth because it needs several time to collect 

and analyze the data. 

C. Population and Sample 

The subject of this research were students majoring in English who studied at 

IAIN Parepare. In this study, the researcher will take English students as the 

research population, because in this study is only focused on English students who 

have mastered the pronunciation course.  

a.  Population  

The population of this research is English student at IAIN Parepare. The 

researcher have taken population from Education faculty especially in English 

program from students‟ at the fourth semester. The student at the fourth 

semester are 68 students‟. 

b. Sample  

The sample is part of the number and characteristic s possessed by the 

population. If the researcher cannot study everything in the population because 

of the population is large and due to several factors, the researcher can take 

sample from the population and must be representative. The researcher took 

samples by using random sampling. The researcher took 20 students as sample 

of 68 students. 

D. Instrument of the research 

To do a research we need data, there are some ways to collecting the data and 

when we collect the data we needs an instrument, so the researcher will using test 

and interview as the way to collecting data. The researcher gets the data by giving 

test to student‟s and check the students‟ answer to know how the student ability 

about intonation. 

a. Test  

Test is a series of assessments, question or the other tools which in used to 

measure of ability, intelligence of knowledge, skill owned by individual or 
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group.  In general, the test functions as a measuring tool, where the test is 

used to measure the level of development or progress that has been achieved 

after the learning process and also as a measure of the success of teaching 

programs. 

E. Procedure of Data Collection  

To make the research, the researcher looked for the student in the fourth semester of 

English Department in IAIN Parepare in the academic year 2021/2022. When 

researching and collecting the data, the researcher only choose the students from the 

fourth semester who had got pronunciation class.  

In this research, the researcher make some steps using procedures, the first the 

researcher give the student test, the student do the test by following the rules and then 

the researcher check the student answer one by one to get the conclusion. 

F. Technique of Data Analysis 

The researcher using formula as follow in finding the percentage of the students score in 

Intonation. The researcher was scoring the students‟ answer by using formula:  

 

      
                      

                 
 ×100 
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Classifying the students‟ score which falls into seven classification: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then after collecting the data from the test, the researcher calculated the 

percentage of the students‟ score by using this following formula:  

  
 

 
× 100% 

Notation:  

P = percentage 

F= frequency 

N= the total number of students 

 

 

 

 

Score Category 

86 – 100 Very Good 

71- 85 Good 

56 – 70 Fair 

41 – 55  Poor 

< 40 Very Poor 

Table 3. 1 Category Level of Students' Intonation 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

This part, the researcher describe about the students‟ ability in using intonation 

in English at the fourth semester of English Department at IAIN Parepare. To find 

out the answer of problem statement, the researcher administered the student 

answered from the test which has been given before on via WhatsApp and the 

student answer that by using voice note.  

A. Finding  

As stated that the researcher collecting data through an Intonation test, this test 

was given to 20 respondents. The test consisted of ten question (multiple choice) and 

the student answer it by using voice note. All of the twenty respondents of fourth 

semester of English department have studied about intonation. So therefore this not 

be difficult to the respondent.  

4. 1 Result of The Respondent Multiple Choice Test 

 

Respondent 

Number of the Question 

 

Score 

 

Rising Intonation Falling Intonation  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

R1 x 1 x    1 1 1 1 x 1 1 70 

R2 x x 1   x 1 1 1 1 1 x 60 

R3 1 1 x  x 1 x 1 1 1 x 60 
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R4 x 1 1   1 1 1 1 x x x 60 

R5 x 1 1    1 x 1 1 x 1 x 60 

R6 x 1 1    1 1 x x x 1 1 60 

R7 x 1 1    1 x x x x 1 1 50 

R8 x 1 x   x x x 1 x x 1 30 

R9 1 1 1   x 1 x 1 1 1 1 80 

R10 x x 1   1 1` 1 x x 1 1 60 

R11 1 1 1   x 1 1 x 1 1 x 70 

R12 x 1 x    1 x 1 1 1 1 x 60 

R13 x x 1    1 1 1 1 1 1 x 70 

R14 1 1` 1    1 x 1 x x x 1 60 

R15 x x 1   x 1 1 1 1 1 1 70 

R16 x x x   x 1 1 x x x 1 30 

R17 1 1 x   1 1 1 x 1 x x 60 

R18 1 x x   x 1 x 1 1 x x 40 

R19 x 1 x   1 1 1 x x x 1 50 

R20 1 1 1   1 x x 1 x 1 1 70 

Total 1.170 

 

 



25 

 

 
 

 The respondent or student has been answer the test and the result has 

been presented in the shape of a table like the above, for more details it will be 

explained in the description bellow:  

4.1.1 The First respondent  

  After the researcher checked the answer, the first respondent answered seven 

questions correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The first 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and four questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, three and 

eight. On the number one and three the respondent should be use high tone on the 

final position and on number eight the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  

4.1.2 The Second Respondent 

 After the researcher checked the answer, the second respondent answered six 

questions correctly out of ten questions.  Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The second 

respondent can answer two questions about rising intonation and four questions about 

falling intonation correctly.  The wrong answered is number one, two, four and ten. 

On the number one, two and four the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number ten the respondent should be use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered tend to be on the rising intonation, , this respondent more 

often using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where 

the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  
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4.1.3. The third Respondent 

 After the researcher checked the answer, the third respondent answered seven 

questions correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The third 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and four questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number three, four and ten. 

On the number three and four the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  

4.1.4. The fourth respondent  

  After the researcher checked the answer, the fourth respondent answered 6 

questions correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The fourth 

respondent can answer four questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, eight, nine and ten. 

On the number one the respondent should be use high tone on the final position and 

on number eight, nine, and ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more 

often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position where 

the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position. 
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4.1.5. The Fifth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the Fifth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The Fifth 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and three questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, five, eight and 

ten. On the number one and five the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number eight and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. 

4.1.6. The Sixth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the sixth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The sixth 

respondent can answer four questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, six, seven and eight. 

On the number one the respondent should be use high tone on the final position and 

on numbers six, seven and eight the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more 

often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position where 

the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position. 

4.1.7. The Seventh Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the seventh respondent answered 

questions five correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The seventh 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and two questions 
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about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, five, six, 

seven and eight. On the number one and five the respondent should be use high tone 

on the final position and on number six, seven and eight the respondent should use 

high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, 

this respondent more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the 

initial position where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and 

using low tone on final position. 

4.1.8 The Eight Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the eight respondent answered three 

questions correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The eight 

respondent can answer one questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, three, four, five, six, 

eight and nine. On the number three, four and five the respondent should be use high 

tone on the final position and on number six, eight and nine the respondent should 

use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, 

this respondent more often using high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low 

tone in the initial position.   

4.1.9 The Ninth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the ninth respondent answered eight 

questions correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The ninth 

respondent can answer four questions about rising intonation and four questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number four and six. On 

the number four the respondent should be use high tone on the final position and on 

number six the respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong 
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answered is only two, its mean the respondent could tell the difference between rising 

intonation and falling intonation. 

4.1.10. The Tenth Respondent  

After the researcher checked the answer, the tenth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The tenth 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and three questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, two, seven 

and eight. On the number one and two the respondent should be use high tone on the 

final position and on number seven and eight the respondent should use high tone on 

the initial position. Wrong answered is two on rising intonation and two on falling 

intonation, this respondent using high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low 

tone in the initial position and opposite. 

4.1.11. The Eleventh Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the eleventh respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The eleventh 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and three questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number four, seven and ten. 

On the number four the respondent should be use high tone on the final position and 

on number seven and ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial position. 

Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more often using 

high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position where the 

respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position. 
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4.1.12. The Twelfth Respondent  

After the researcher checked the answer, the twelfth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The twelfth 

respondent can answer two questions about rising intonation and four questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, three, five, and ten. 

On the number one, three, and five the respondent should be use high tone on the 

final position and on number ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  

    4.1.13. The Thirteenth Respondent  

After the researcher checked the answer, the thirteenth respondent answered 

questions seven correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The thirteenth 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and four questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, two, and ten. 

On the number one and two the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  
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4.1.14. The Fourteenth Respondent  

After the researcher checked the answer, the fourteenth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The fourteenth 

respondent can answer four questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number five, seven, eight, and 

nine. On the number five the respondent should be use high tone on the final position 

and on number seven, eight, and nine the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.1.15. The fifteenth Respondent  

After the researcher checked the answer, the fifteenth respondent answered 

questions seven correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The fifteenth 

respondent can answer three questions about rising intonation and three questions 

about falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, two, and four. 

On the number one, two and four the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position.  

4.1.16. The sixteenth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the sixteenth respondent answered 

questions three correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 
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questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The sixteenth 

respondent can answer one questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number one, two, three, four, 

seven, eight, and nine. On the number one, two, three, and four the respondent should 

be use high tone on the final position and on number seven, eight and nine the 

respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be 

on rising intonation, this respondent more often using high tone on initials position 

and using low tone on final position where the respondent should use high tone in the 

final position and low tone in the initial position.  

4.1.17. The Seventeenth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the seventeenth respondent answered 

questions six correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The seventeenth 

respondent can answer four questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number three, seven, nine and 

ten. On the number three the respondent should be use high tone on the final position 

and on number seven, nine and ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more 

often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position where 

the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position. 

4.1.18. The Eighteenth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the eighteenth respondent answered 

questions four correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five 

questions about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The fifteenth 

respondent can answer two questions about rising intonation and two questions about 

falling intonation correctly. The wrong answered is number two, three, four, six, nine 
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and ten. On the number two, three, and four the respondent should be use high tone 

on the final position and on number six, nine and ten the respondent should use high 

tone on the initial position. Wrong answered is three on rising intonation and three on 

falling intonation, this respondent using high tone on initials position and using low 

tone on final position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position 

and low tone in the initial position and opposite. 

4.1.19. The Nineteenth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the respondent answered questions five 

correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five questions about 

rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The respondent can answer three 

questions about rising intonation and three questions about falling intonation 

correctly. The wrong answered is number one, three, six, eight and nine. On the 

number one and three the respondent should be use high tone on the final position 

and on number six, eight and nine the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more 

often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position where 

the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position. 

4.1.20. The twentieth Respondent 

After the researcher checked the answer, the respondent answered questions 

seven correctly out of ten questions. Where the ten questions consist of five questions 

about rising intonation and five about falling intonation. The respondent can answer 

four questions about rising intonation and three questions about falling intonation 

correctly. The wrong answered is number five, six, and eight. On the number five the 

respondent should be use high tone on the final position and on number six, and eight 

the respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to 

be on falling intonation, this respondent more often using high tone in the final 



34 

 

 
 

position and low tone in the initial position where the respondent should use high 

tone on initials position and using low tone on final position. 

4. 2 Student's Mistake in Multiple Choice 

 

Respondent  

Rising Intonation  Falling Intonation 

Initial  Final Initial   Final  

R1     

R2     

R3     

R4     

R5     

R6     

R7     

R8     

R9     

R10     

R11     

R12     

R13     

R14     
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R15     

R16     

R17     

R18     

R19     

R20     

 

Based on the table we find that from 20 students‟ there are 11 students‟ have 

mistaken on rising intonation at initial position and 10 students have mistaken or cant 

using intonation in final position. On falling intonation there are 14 student have 

mistaken in falling intonation at initial position and 10 final position. From the result 

we can say that the students‟ know more about rising into nation in initial position 

than rising intonation in final position. Then in falling intonation, the student know 

more falling intonation in initial position than falling intonation in final position. 
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4. 3 Table Distribution Frequency of Students' Score of intonation Test 

NO 

 

CLASIFICATION 

 

SCORE 

 

FREQUENCY 

1 Very Good 86 - 100 - 

2 Good 71- 85 1 

3 Fair 56 – 70 14 

4 Poor 41 – 55 2 

5 Very Poor < 40 3 

Total  20 

 

The description in the table above indicates that none of the students in fourth 

grade in IAIN Parepare got a Very Good. There is 1 student gain good category. 

There are 14 students gain Fair category. There are 2 students gain Poor category 

and there are 3 students gain Very Poor category. The mean score of Students‟ 

Intonation Test is 58, 5.
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4. 4 The Result of the Respondents' Voice Recording 

 

Respondent 

Number of the Question 

 

Score 

Rising Intonation Falling Intonation 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

R1 x 1 1 1 x 1 1 x 1 x 60 

R2 1 x 1 x 1 1 1 1 1 1 80 

R3 1 1 1 x x x 1 1 x x 50 

R4 1 1 x x 1 1 1 1 1 x 70 

R5 1 x 1 1 1 1 1 x 1 x 70 

R6 x 1 x 1 1 1 x 1 1 1 70 

R7 x 1 1 1 1 1 x x 1 1 70 

R8 x 1 1 1 1 x 1 1 1 1 80 

R9 1 x 1 1 1 x x 1 x 1 60 

R10 1 x 1 1 1 x x 1 1 1 70 

R11 1 1 1   x 1 1 x 1 1 x 70 

R12 x 1 x   1 x 1 1 1 1 x 60 

R13 x x 1   1 1 1 1 1 1 x 70 

R14 1 1` 1  1 x 1 x x x 1 60 

R15 1 x 1   x 1 1 1 1 1 1 80 
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R16 1 1 x   x 1 1 x 1 x 1 60 

R17 1 1 x   1 1 1 x 1 x x 60 

R18 1 x 1   1 1 x 1 1 x x 60 

R19 1 1 x   1 1 1 x x x 1 50 

R20 1 1 x   1 1 x 1 x 1 1 70 

Total 1.190 

 

  

The respondent or student has been answer the test and the result has been 

presented in the shape of a table like the above, for more details it will be explained 

in the description bellow:  

4.2.1. The First Respondent  

 At the time this respondent speak is using high note and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can 

using right intonation in three question or sentences  about rising intonation and three 

question or sentences about Falling intonation out of ten question or sentences. The 

wrong intonation is number one, five, eight and ten. On the number one and five the 

respondent should be use high tone on the final position and on number eight and ten 

the respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered is two on 

rising intonation and two on falling intonation, this respondent using high tone on 

initials position and using low tone on final position where the respondent should use 

high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position and opposite. 
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4.2.2. The Second Respondent  

At the time this respondent speak is using high tone but after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score eight because the respondent can 

using right intonation in  three question or sentences about rising intonation and five 

question or sentences about Falling intonation out of ten question or sentences. The 

wrong answered is number two and four. On the number two, and four the respondent 

should be use high tone on the final position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising 

intonation, this respondent more often using high tone on initials position and using 

low tone on final position where the respondent should use high tone in the final 

position and low tone in the initial position.  

4.2.3. The Third respondent  

At the time this respondent speak is using high note and after the researcher 

the voice recording, the respondent get score five because the respondent can using or 

answer three question or sentences about rising intonation and two question or 

sentences about Falling intonation out of ten question. Its mean this respondent less 

able to use good intonation. The wrong answered is number four, five, six, nine and 

ten. On the number four and five the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number six, nine and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.4. The Fourth Respondent 

This respondent can controls the tone of his voice as he speak and after the 

researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score seven because the respondent 

can using or answer three question or sentences about rising intonation and four 

question about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered 
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is number two, four and ten. On the number two, and four the respondent should be 

use high tone on the final position and on number ten the respondent should use high 

tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this 

respondent more often using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone 

in the initial position. 

4.2.5. The Fifth Respondent 

At the time this respondent speak is using high note and after the researcher 

the voice recording, the respondent get score seven because the respondent can 

answer four question about rising intonation and three question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number two, eight 

and ten. On the number two the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number eight and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.6. The Sixth Respondent  

 At the time this respondent speak is using flat tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score seven because the respondent can 

answer  three question about rising intonation and four question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number one, two and 

seven. On the number one and two the respondent should be use high tone on the 

final position and on number seven the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 
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respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position. 

4.2.7. The seventh Respondent 

At the time this researcher speak is using high tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score seven because the respondent can 

answer four question or sentences about rising intonation and three about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number one, seven 

and eight. On the number one the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number seven and eight the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.8. The Eight Respondent 

This respondent have good intonation and after the researcher check the voice 

recording, the respondent get score eight because the respondent can answer four 

question about rising intonation and four question about Falling intonation correctly 

out of ten question. Its mean this respondent understand how to using right 

intonation. The wrong answered is number one and six. On the number one the 

respondent should be use high tone on the final position and on number six the 

respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered is only two, 

its mean the respondent could tell the difference between rising intonation and falling 

intonation. 

4.2.9. The Ninth Respondent 

After the researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score six because 

the respondent can answer four question about rising intonation and two question 
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about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number 

two, six, seven and nine. On the number two the respondent should be use high tone 

on the final position and on number six, seven and nine the respondent should use 

high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, 

this respondent more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the 

initial position where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and 

using low tone on final position. 

4.2.10. The Tenth Respondent 

After the researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score seven 

because the respondent can answer four question about rising intonation and three 

question about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered 

is number two, six, and seven. On the number two the respondent should be use high 

tone on the final position and on number six and seven the respondent should use 

high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, 

this respondent more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the 

initial position where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and 

using low tone on final position. 

4.2.11. The Eleventh Respondent 

 At the time speak this respondent using high note and after the 

researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score seven because the respondent 

can answer four question about rising intonation and three question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number four, seven 

and ten. On the number four the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number seven and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 
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where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.12. The Twelfth Respondent  

At the time this respondent speak is using flat tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can 

answer two question about rising intonation and four question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question The wrong answered is number one, two, five 

and ten. On the number one, two, and five the respondent should be use high tone on 

the final position and on number ten the respondent should use high tone on the initial 

position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often 

using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position where the 

respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial 

position. 

4.2.13. The Thirteenth Respondent 

After the researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score seven 

because the respondent can answer three question about rising intonation and four 

question about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered 

is number one, two and ten. On the number one and two the respondent should be use 

high tone on the final position and on number ten the respondent should use high tone 

on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this 

respondent more often using high tone on initials position and using low tone on final 

position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low tone 

in the initial position. 

4.2.14. The Fourteenth Respondent 

At the time this respondent speak is using high note and after the researcher 

the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can answer 
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four question about rising intonation and two question about Falling intonation 

correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number five, seven, eight, and 

nine. On the number five the respondent should be use high tone on the final position 

and on number seven, eight and nine the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.15. The fifteenth Respondent 

 At the time this respondent speak is using high tone and after the researcher 

the voice recording, the respondent get score eight because the respondent can answer 

three question about rising intonation and five question about Falling intonation 

correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number two and four. On the 

number two and four the respondent should be use high tone on the final. Wrong 

answered  tend to be on rising intonation, this respondent more often using high tone 

on initials position and using low tone on final position where the respondent should 

use high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position. 

4.2.16. The Sixteenth Respondent  

 At the time this respondent speak is using flat tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can 

answer three question about rising intonation and three question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number three, four, 

seven and nine. On the number three and four the respondent should be use high tone 

on the final position and on number six and nine the respondent should use high tone 

on the initial position. Wrong answered is two on rising intonation and two on falling 

intonation, this respondent using high tone on initials position and using low tone on 
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final position where the respondent should use high tone in the final position and low 

tone in the initial position and opposite. 

4.2.17. The Seventeenth Respondent  

At the time this respondent speak is using flat tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can 

answer four question about rising intonation and two question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number three, six, 

nine and ten. On the number three the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number six, nine and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 

4.2.18. The Eighteenth Respondent  

At the time this respondent speak is using flat tone and after the researcher 

check the voice recording, the respondent get score six because the respondent can 

answer four question about rising intonation and two question about Falling 

intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered is number two, six, nine 

and ten. On the number two the respondent should be use high tone on the final 

position and on number six, nine and ten the respondent should use high tone on the 

initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent 

more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the initial position 

where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and using low tone on 

final position. 
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4.2.19. The Nineteenth Respondent  

After the researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score six because 

the respondent can answer or using four question or sentences about rising intonation 

and two question about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong 

answered is one, three, seven, eight and nine. On the number one and three the 

respondent should be use high tone on the final position and on number seven, eight, 

and nine the respondent should use high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  

tend to be on falling intonation, this respondent more often using high tone in the 

final position and low tone in the initial position where the respondent should use 

high tone on initials position and using low tone on final position. 

 

4.2.20. The Twentieth Respondent  

After the researcher the voice recording, the respondent get score seven 

because the respondent can answer four question about rising intonation and three 

question about Falling intonation correctly out of ten question. The wrong answered 

is number three, six and eight. On the number three the respondent should be use high 

tone on the final position and on number six, and eight the respondent should use 

high tone on the initial position. Wrong answered  tend to be on falling intonation, 

this respondent more often using high tone in the final position and low tone in the 

initial position where the respondent should use high tone on initials position and 

using low tone on final position. 

4. 5 Students' Mistake in Voice Recording 

 

Respondent  

Rising Intonation  Falling Intonation 

Initial  Final Initial   Final  

R1     
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R2     

R3     

R4     

R5     

R6     

R7     

R8     

R9     

R10     

R11     

R12     

R13     

R14     

R15     

R16     

R17     

R18     

R19     

R20     
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 Based on the table we find that from 20 students‟ there are 7 students‟ 

have mistaken on rising intonation at initial position and 18 students have mistaken 

or cant using intonation in final position. On falling intonation there are 10 student 

have mistaken in falling intonation at initial position and 15 final position. From 

the result we can say that the students‟ know more about rising intonation in initial 

position than rising intonation in final position. Then in falling intonation, the 

student know more falling intonation in initial position than falling intonation in 

final position.  

4. 6 Table Distribution Frequency of students' Score of intonation Test 

NO CLASIFICATION SCORE FREQUENCY 

1 Very Good 86 – 100 - 

2 Good 71- 85 3 

3 Fair 56 – 70 15 

4 Poor 41 – 55 2 

5 Very Poor < 40 - 

Total  20 

 

The description in the table above indicates that none of the students in 

fourth grade in IAIN Parepare got an Very Good. There is 3 student gain good 

category. There are 15 students gain Fair category. There are 2 students gain 

Poor. category and none students gain Very Poor category. The mean score of 

Students‟ Intonation Test is 59, 5. 
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B. Discussion 

 Based on the analysis of this study, the researcher finally get the result. 

Research data has been obtained through this research can be analyzed and discussed 

in depth in accordance with the formulation of the problem and research objectives to 

be accomplished by researcher. In this section we discuss the results with the analysis 

of the data obtained and the exposure of the finding research. The data from this 

research are results of the questionnaire and students‟ test. 

 This research had done of fourth semester students‟ of English Education 

Department with carried out 68 students as population and only took 20 students as 

the sample of the research. The purpose of this research were to identify the students‟ 

ability in using Intonation. When we speak, we refers to the way the voice goes up 

and down its called intonation. it is a fundamental or important part of the way people 

express their own thought and it enables to understand those of others. It is an aspect 

of language. People perceive intonation, understand it and use it without having to 

learn and examine the intricacies of everything we say or heal this was stated by 

Kelly
26

 

While O‟Connor say that every language have tone or melody in it, no 

language have or is spoken on the same musical note all the time. The voice goes in 

the difference note, its goes up and down then the combination of that voice make 

tunes. The tone do not change the meaning of word but adds something to the word 

like the speakers feelings at the moment. We can say a word or speak with 

confidence, doubt, happy, angry and others depending on feelings. The feelings can 

be conveyed well if we use correct intonation, it‟s very important to have good 

intonation and from several research that the researcher do it show that some 

university have a good intonation. The difference between this research with several 

                                                           
26
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previous research who have similar is the way to find the data, where this research 

using two instrument to find out all of the result,  That is  multiple choice and voice 

recording. 

1. The result of intonation test (multiple choice)  

The researcher has been doing a test. The test is consist of five question about 

rising intonation and five question about falling intonation. After the researcher 

checked all of the answered there are six student whose have dominant mistake on 

rising intonation, nine student whose have mistaken on falling intonation and there 

are five student have same score at both intonation. From 20 students‟ there are 11 

students‟ have mistaken on rising intonation at initial position and 10 students have 

mistaken or cant using intonation in final position. On falling intonation there are 14 

student have mistaken in falling intonation at initial position and 10 final position. 

From the result we can say that the students‟ know more about rising into nation in 

initial position than rising intonation in final position. Then in falling intonation, the 

student know more falling intonation in initial position than falling intonation in 

final position. 

 The result of intonation test (multiple choice) is get score 58,5 it was 

categorized into fair level. When indicates that none of the students in fourth grade 

in IAIN Parepare got a Very Good. There is 1 student gain good category. There are 

14 students gain Fair category. There are 2 students gain Poor category and there are 

3 students gain Very Poor category. 

 

2. The result of voice recording  

The researcher has been doing a test. The test is have same question with the 

multiple choice, but this test is answered by using voice note or voice recording. 

After the researcher checked all of the voice recording there are six student whose 

have dominant mistake on rising intonation, eleven student whose have mistaken 
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on falling intonation and there are three student have same score at both intonation. 

From 20 students‟ there are 7 students‟ have mistaken on rising intonation at initial 

position and 18 students have mistaken or cant using intonation in final position. 

On falling intonation there are 10 student have mistaken in falling intonation at 

initial position and 15 final position. From the result we can say that the students‟ 

know more about rising intonation in initial position than rising intonation in final 

position. Then in falling intonation, the student know more falling intonation in 

initial position than falling intonation in final position.  

 Then the result of voice recording is get score 59, 5 it was categorized into 

fair level. When indicates that none of the students in fourth grade in IAIN Parepare 

got an Very Good. There is 3 student gain good category. There are 15 students gain 

Fair category. There are 2 students gain Poor category and none students gain Very 

Poor category.  

3. The student ability in using intonation  

  The researcher get the result of both tests that the student intonation ability it 

was in fair level categories. . Its mean that the student need more to learn and 

practice their English ability especially in part of intonation.  On the multiple choice 

test there are six student whose have dominant mistake on rising intonation, nine 

student whose have mistaken on falling intonation and there are five student have 

same score at both intonation and on the result of voice recording there are six 

student whose have dominant mistake on rising intonation, eleven student whose 

have mistaken on falling intonation and there are three student have same score at 

both intonation. 

 Most of the student have a mistaken on the falling intonation, student using 

high tone in the final of the sentence where that the student should be using high tone 

on the initial sentences. It‟s the same with that student who have mistaken on the 

rising intonation, student using high tone in the initial of the sentences where that the 
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student should be using high tone on the final of the sentences. From the multiple 

choice test, the most student mistaken is on falling intonation at initial position. The 

student know more about falling intonation at the final position than falling intonation 

at initial position. Then on rising intonation the most mistaken is on rising intonation 

at initial position, its mean the student know more about rising intonation at final 

position. While on the voice recording test the most mistaken on rising intonation is 

at initial position, its mean the student know about rising intonation at final position 

than rising intonation in initial position. Then on falling Intonation the most mistake 

is on falling intonation at final position  

Then according to Gimson, the two factors that influence the students‟ 

pronunciation the first is mother tongue and the second is habit. The influence of 

mother tongue to the student pronunciation is in daily communication, they use 

mother language as a first language rather than target language. Then the second the 

influence of habit, these mistakes happen because everyday habits. Most of the 

student are from the Buginese clan.  This clan accustomed to using high note when 

they speak, so this habit is so hard to break and that student also some time use high 

note during speaking English without pay attention to the right intonation. English 

intonation is English, it‟s different with other intonation it‟s not the same as 

intonation of any language. Some people think that the intonation for all language is 

same, but that is not true
27

. Because of this assumption that causes many students to pay 

less attention to their intonation when using English and choose to use the intonation they 

use in daily life. 

 

 Then the purpose of why we have to know the student ability in using intonation in 

English is to help teacher, lecture or the students to knowing which part in intonation need 

more practice. Beside that have an a bad intonation can interfere with communication or 

make a bad communication and according to V.V. Yardi, in a conversation there a free 
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 . O‟Connor, J.D. Better English Pronunciation. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
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exchange of thoughts and feelings. Normally, a conversations take a place between person 

who share social setting or context, example student in classroom, neighbors or passengers in 

a bus or train, etc. 
28

Good conversation occurs when the message is conveyed properly, 

therefore a good understanding of what we are going to convey is needed and must use good 

intonation so that the other person is not confused or understands the message and feelings to 

convey. For example, a person who want express gratitude, the person thanks using high tone 

from the beginning to the end of the sentence so that the other person think that person is not 

really thanking him. 

In learning phonology and phonetic especially intonation, there are some difficulties 

that faced by students, the student have difficulties to understand the rising intonation, 

especially rising intonation on final position they have much mistake on that. The students 

felt difficulties to pronounce that. 

Muhibbin Syah said that difficulties in learning can be pronounced by two factors, 

they are: the first, internal factor or from the child itself involve physiology factors (healthy) 

and psychological factor (IQ).
29

 The second, external factor or from the outside the child  

involve social factor and non-social factors, social factors such as the child‟s parents 

relationship and tools of learning and learning condition as non-social factors
i
. Both factors 

influenced the students‟ difficulties in their pronouncing. The student think that they faced 

the difficulties because of their worse mind set opinion. They believe pronouncing intonation 

is a difficult thing. Beside that they have low motivation and low enthusiasm in pronouncing 

intonation. They also not understood yet the explanation given by the lecturer. By carrying 

out this research it is hope that students will be more motivated to improve their skill in using 

intonation, so that they are more enthusiastic about learning intonation. 

 

                                                           
28

 Yardi.V.V. (English Conversation for Indian Students. Longman: Orient Longman Private Ltd 
29

 Muhibbin Syah, Psikologi Belajar (Jakarta:Raja Grafindo Persada,2008), 
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CHAPTER V 

CONLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on what has been discussed, presented and analyzed in the previous 

chapters, the researcher conclude that the Ability of Student in using intonation in 

English at the fourth semester students of English department IAIN Parepare is on 

the “Fair” level. Based on the researcher analysis, the researcher conclude that the 

student is students' ability to use intonation is at a fair level. Where after the test, the 

average student gets a score of 60-70. The researcher conducted a test using multiple 

choice and answered using a voice recorder, therefore the researcher got two 

assessments in one test. From the test the researcher concluded that students could 

use intonation quite well.  

Most of the student have a mistaken on the falling intonation, student using 

high tone in the final of the sentence where that the student should be using high 

tone on the initial sentences it‟s because of every day habits that the most of 

student using high tone when they speak to the other people. From the result we 

can say that the students‟ know more about rising into nation in initial position 

than rising intonation in final position. Then in falling intonation, the student know 

more falling intonation in initial position than falling intonation in final position. 

B. Suggestion 

Because the level of the students‟ ability in using intonation is fair level, it is 

suggested for: 

1. Student 

 To always practice their Intonation to increase their ability in using 

intonation in English and more active to find out the material or explanation. 
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2. Lecture  

As an educator lecturer should be able to improve the students learning 

interest and create innovation so that student can understand the use of intonation is 

both theory and practice. 

3. Next Researcher 

It is expected that the next researcher is if will get the data is better if using 

reading test or conversation test because if we doing test with multiple choice 

sometime the student just guessing the answer 
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INSTRUMENT OF RESEARCH 

A. Instrument of The Research 

Then here‟s the instrument that the researcher will use.  

1. Test  

 Choose one of the answer  that you think is the correct intonation, using 

recorder to record your voice when you read your choice ! 

1. My friend I‟m happy to see you  

a. My friend I‟m happy to see you  

b. My friend I‟m happy to see you  
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2. Can you help me? 

a. Can you help me? 

b. Can you help me? 

3. Were they studying? 

a. Were they studying? 

b. Were they studying? 

4. Did they see it? 

a. Did they see it? 

b. Did they see it? 

5. How far is your home 

a. How far is your home? 

b. How far is your home? 

6. Why do you complain? 

a. Why do you complain? 

b. Why do you complain? 

7. We are going to the cafe tonight 

a. We are going to the cafe tonight 
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b. We are going to the cafe tonight 

8. Baco has lived in Indonesia for five years 

a. Baco has lived in Indonesia for five years 

b. Baco has lived in Indonesia for five years 

9. We are not going to the market this morning  

a. We are going to the market this morning 

b. We are going to the market this morning  

10. Their car not arriving at nine in the morning  

a. Their car not arriving at nine in the morning  

b. Their car not arriving at nine in the morning  

 

Then the scoring classification, in scoring the intonation test the researcher 

uses one category as follows: 

 

Score         Classification 

9-10 Very good 

7-8 Good 
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5-6 Average 

0-4 Poor 
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APPENDIX 2 : RESEARCH ALLOWANCE
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