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ABSTRACT 

IRNAWATI.Simple Tenses Mastery of Students at the Second Grade of MTs DDI 

BuntukamassiKab. Luwu (Supervised by Hj. Nurhamdah and AmzahSelle) 

The purpose of this study was to found outstudents’ simple tenses mastery and 

students’ difficulties in using simple tenses. Specifically for students’ simple tenses 

mastery, this research focused on three simple tenses that were simple present tenses, 

simple past tenses and simple future tenses in active sentences. The researcher 

foundout the errors created by the students. While, students’ difficulties focused on 

Dekeysar’s theory about objective difficulty and subjective difficulty.  This research 

aimed of MTs DDI Buntukamassi.  

This research used part of quantitative method that was descriptive research. 

The population of this research is 12 students. The researcher used total sampling 

method and took all of students as the sample of this research. The researcher gave 

the students grammar test, which 25 item of multiple choice and five was about 

rearranging words into whole sentences. Moreover, the researcher also gave 

questionnaire that consisted of 20 items to respondents to found accurate data about 

the students’ difficulties in using simple tenses. 

As the result of this research showed that based on the test and questionnaire, 

the researcher found that the students made error and have not mastered the simple 

tenses properly yet. It was found 33% students who able to reach score minimum 

passing grade, in other words only 4 out of 12 students. Furthermore, the finding of 

students’ difficulties in using simple tenses showed that the students experienced 

objective and subjective difficulties. It was 45% the objective difficulties and 55% 

subjective difficulties. 

 

Keyword: Simple Tense, students’ mastery, students’ difficulties 
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