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ABSTRACT 

 

Herni Tri Handayani. 2020. Error Analysis of Students’ in Spelling, Capitalization, 
and Punctuation Marks in Writing Descriptive Text Encountered at Lintasan 

Imajinasi Bahasa Mahasiswa (LIBAM) of IAIN Parepare (Supervised by Mujahidah 

and Wahyu Hidayat). 

Error analysis is a theory developed by the researchers to dig and 

acknowledge the learners’ problems in learning second language. Spelling is word 

forming consisting of acceptable ordered letters. Capitalization is used to distinguish 

between proper nouns and common nouns and to make the readers focus on specific 

things that the writer wants to tell in their writing. Punctuation marks are symbols or 

signs which used in writings to tell the readers how the sentences are organized and 

how to read. 

The purpose of this research was to analyze the types of students’ errors are 

encountered in writing descriptive text, and the difference between the students’  

error analysis of English Education Program and Non-English Education Program. 

This research took the members of Lintasan Imajinasi Bahasa Mahasiwa (LIBAM) 

with 30 students as participants. 

This research was classified as descriptive qualitative research, where the 

instrument in this research was writing descriptive text. The steps of error analysis 

were collection, identification, description, explanation, and evaluation of errors. 

From the result, it could be seen that errors committed by students of English 

Education Program and Non-English Education Program were spelling, 

capitalization, and punctuation marks. The massive errors are found in capitalization 

consists of 186 errors, while the spelling in the second error consists of 117 errors 

and punctuation marks consists of 76 errors. The difference between the total errors 

of students’ English Education Program are lower instead of students’ Non-English 

Education Program. 

Due to the result of this research, the students should be more careful and pay 

more attention to the mechanic material when they write a text and it is suggested to 

the student to make peer feedback and proof-reading in the next writing text. 

 

 

 

 
Keywords: Error Analysis, Spelling, Capitalization, Punctuation Marks, Writing. 



xii 

 

 

LIST OF CONTENTS 

COVER .................................................................................................................  i 

COVER TITLE .....................................................................................................  ii 

SUBMISSION PAGE ...........................................................................................  iii 

ENDORSMENT OF CONSULTANT COMMISIONS  ......................................  iv 

APPROVED OF CONSULTANT COMMISIONS .............................................  v 

ENDORSMENT OF EXAMINER COMMISIONS .............................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ....................................................................................  vii 

DECLARATION OF THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE SKRIPSI ......................  x 

ABSTRACT ..........................................................................................................  xi 

LIST OF CONTENT.............................................................................................  xii 

LIST OF TABELS ................................................................................................  xiv 

LIST OF FIGURES...............................................................................................  xv 

LIST OF APPENDICES .......................................................................   ...……… xviii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

A.  Background ................................................................................  1 

B.  Research Question ......................................................................  3 

C. The Objective of the Research ....................................................  3 

D. Significance of the research ........................................................  4 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Previous Research Findings ........................................................  5 

B. Some Pertinent Idea .....................................................................  6 

C. Conceptual Framework ...............................................................  32 

D. Operational Definition of Items ..................................................  33 



xiii 

 

 

CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

A. Research Design ..........................................................................  34 

B. Location and Duration of the Research .......................................  34 

C. Participants ..................................................................................  34 

D. Instrument and Technique of Collecting Data ….. .....................  35 

E. Procedure of Collecting Data and Data Analysis………………      35 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings .......................................................................................  37 

B. Discussion....................................................................................  68 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion ...................................................................................  72 

B.  Suggestion ..................................................................................  73 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .................................................................................................  I 

APPENDICES.......................................................................................................  IV 

 

 



xiv 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

 

Table Number Name of Tables Pages 

4.1 The Result of Errors Made by Students 38 

4.2 The Example of Spelling Errors 42 

4.3 The Example of Capitalization Errors 48 

4.4 The Example of Punctuation Marks Errors 52 

4.5 
The Difference between The Students’ Error of English 
Education Program and Non-English Education Program 

54 

4.6 The Difference between Male and Female Students’ Error 55 

4.7 The Error of Students’ English Education Program 55 

4.8 The Error of Students’ Non-English Education Program 57 

4.9 The Error of Male Students’ English Education Program 60 

4.10 
The Error of Male Students’ Non-English Education 
Program 

61 

4.11 The Error of Female Students’ English Education Program 63 

4.12 
The Error of Female Students’ Non-English Education 

Program 
65 



LIST OF PICTURES 

xv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number 
 

The Title of Pictures 

 
Pages 

2.1 Conceptual Framework 32 



  

xvi 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 
 

Number 
 

The Title of Appendices 

 
Pages 

1  The List of Students’ Name V 

2  Research Instrument VIII 

3  Documentation X 

4  Research Allowance XV 

5  Curriculum Vitae - 

 


