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Prakata 

Puji syukur kami panjatkan kepada sang pencipta 

karena atas kehendak dan karunia-NYA sehingga 

kumpulan tulisan teman-teman sejawat dalam buku 

menggagas nilai-nilai kearifan lokal melalui etnopedagogik 

dapat diselesaikan. Kerarifan lokal disetiap daerah sangat 

beragam dan merupakan warisan budaya yang tidak 

ternilai harganya. Melestarikannya merupakan suatu 

kewajiban agar tidak tergerus oleh perkembangan zaman. 

Banyak pilihan yang dapat ditempuh untuk 

mewariskannya kepada generasi muda dan salah satu 

pihannya adalah melalui pembelajaran dengan cara 

mengintegrasikan nilai-nilai kearifan lokal tersebut dalam 

pembelajaran dan atau menggunakan salah satu kearifan 

lokal tersebut sebagai media pembelajaran. 

Buku ini terdiri dari ragam kearifan lokal berbagai 

daerah yang ada di Sulawaesi Selatan khsusunya pada 

masyarakat suku bugis. Ulasan ragam kearifan lokal yang 

tersajikan dalam buku diharapkan dapat menjadi suatu 

inspirasi bagi para pendidik, pemerhati pendidikan, orang 

tua, dan masyarakat untuk dijadikan sebagai suatu 

alternatif dalam mendidik dan mengajarkan ilmu 

pengetahuan kepada generasi muda dengan memegang 

teguh nilai-nilai kearifan lokal. Kehadiran buku ini sebagai 

suatu bentuk kepedulian untuk melestarikan kearifan lokal 

dan kepedulian terhadap mulai terlupakannya nilai-nilai 

kebersamaan dan filosifis dari kearifan lokal. 

Semoga tulisan teman-teman sejawat dengan 

mengangkat kearifan lokal daerahnya masing-masing 

kembali mengingatkan para pembaca tentang ragam 
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warisan yang telah ditinggalkan oleh Nenek Moyang 

utamanya pada masyarakat suku bugis Sulawesi Selatan. 

Kami menyadari bahwa tulisan dalam buku ini tidak luput 

dari kesempurnaan oleh karena itu masukan dan kritik dari 

pembaca akan menjadi hal yang berharga untuk perbaikan 

tulisan berikutnya.  

Terimakasih atas kerjasama teman-teman sejawat 

semua yang dengan ketulusan hatinya telah meluangkan 

waktu untuk memperkenalkan kearifan lokal daerahnya 

tanpa kerjasama yang baik dari teman-teman semua buku 

ini tidak akan hadir dan dinikmati oleh semua pembaca. 

 

 

 

Parepare, April 2023 

 

 

Founder AGSIA Foundation 
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This article discusses the importance of pre-service teachers to 
understand ethnopedagogy in teaching English. The culture 
that is adopted is the Buginese culture, Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, 
Sipakainge. This paper used a literature study by collecting 
data from various supporting sources and then describing it in 
descriptive manner. From the results, it was concluded that it 
was important to equip pre-service teachers with knowledge 
about elevating the culture of local wisdom into learning 
materials, ethnopedagogy, in this case the material of 
Buginese local wisdom Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, Sipakainge. It is 
imperative for pre-service teachers to have better awareness of 
the local wisdom so that they understand the application of 
the cultural value in teaching process. They will have the 
belief that without leaving their local culture, students can 
study. Teachers must instill in their students that they live in a 
cultured society that adheres to local cultural norms in order 
to prevent them from being influenced by cultures of other 
countries that are in conflict with their local wisdom and 

beliefs. 
 

Abstrak 

Kata Kunci: Ethnopedagogy, Pre-service teacher, Buginese 
Cultural Values 
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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

Indonesia is known as a country with many cultures. 

Different place has different culture. The cultural value brings 

positivity to the society and the social interaction. This cultural 

wealth must be maintained and preserved, because culture is the 

original person of the Indonesian nation (Gloriani, 2013). 

However, the young generation today is quite concerning (Akmal, 

2017). They do not have interest to learn about culture. The 

neglect of educators in teaching about culture is one of the 

reasons that the local culture of millennials is waning (Muzakkir, 

2021). Therefore, it is imperative that students should be 

familiarized to culture in the early education. By this way we 

hope that students will have deeper understanding and better 

perceptiveness of the local value in their own culture. 

One way to improve the interest of students in learning the 

culture is by bringing the culture to the learning material in 

teaching process. Introducing students to literacy can be done by 

building an educational environment that supports literacy 

activities, such as literacy learning based on invaluable cultural 

heritage and local knowledge called local wisdom (Zakaria, 

2020). In teaching process, teacher's role is to help students 

appreciate their own culture and social differences and practices 

as members of the community. They must also guide students to 

embrace, learn and respect others. In this sense, teachers must 

create a thoughtful environment in which students can reflect on 

culture and cultural diversity (Holguín, 2013).  

Teacher as facilitator must pay attention to the cultural 

background and character of the students in order to involve them 

in the learning process. Students learned to feel responsible for 

their culture (Rahmawati et al., 2020). Local culture, which is the 

source of student culture, will offset the impact of the global 

cultural invasion. The importance of local culture is re-
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explored to restore the identity of the Indonesian nation, 

which is civilized, polite, friendly and virtuous. It also aims 

to minimize the current wave of globalization, which is 

currently exacerbated by the modest character of today's 

students (P. A. Putra, 2019).  

Elevating cultural values in lessons is called 

ethnopedagogy. Ethnopedagogy is actualizing learning in order to 

promote local wisdom values (Hasan et al., 2021). This is 

important because by making local wisdom takes part in the 

educational process to help to fix the fact that local wisdom has 

been neglected, which can be seen from the behavior of everyday 

life which does not embody the values of local wisdom and 

locality being eroded by the lifestyle order which contains 

pragmatic capitalistic values (Sudaryat, 2015). Ethnopedagogy is 

a source of innovation and social skills generated, stored, 

managed and transmitted in the areas concerned. As social change 

increasingly surrounds people's lives with non-positive values, 

ethno-pedagogical educational institutions serve as an arena to 

marginalize these negative cultural values.  

This paper brings the result of the pre-service teacher in 

learning the local value of Buginese, Sipakatau, sipakalebbi, 

Sipakainge, as the equipment in the teaching process. The pre-

service teachers are introduced and prepared to apply those 

Buginese values when they get involved in society. The language 

teacher candidates who are likely to be future language teachers, 

working with intercultural is something they need to master. 

 

METHOD 

This research used a literature review method to 

analyze phenomena, events and circumstances in the 

current society. The author used secondary data, including 

books, journals, and so on to find data and are appropriate 

for reviewing this research. The data then analyzed 
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descriptively to find the required results. 

 

DISCUSSION 

A. Ethnopedagogy 

Education cannot be separated from social and cultural 

aspects, because knowledge is generated, stored, applied, 

maintained and transmitted from generation to generation. Local 

culture, wisdom and its indigenous must be passed on to the next 

generation through educational institutions or social 

practices(Gollnick & Chinn, 2013). Cultural identity in children is 

formed through education in ethnicity. Culture-based learning is a 

strategy for creating learning environments and designing 

learning experiences that integrate culture as part of the learning 

process (Abbas, 2013).  

Local wisdom has educational value in regulating 

behaviors that benefit the common interest of the society (Tilaar, 

2015). The educational process by making local culture is 

imperative because it has been overlooked, which can be seen in 

the behavior of daily life which does not embody the values of 

local wisdom and place, which is eroded by the lifestyle which 

contains pragmatic capitalist values. 

Ethnopedagogy is an approach to education that 

incorporates a culture-based concept into the teaching process. 

This approach allows educators to use local wisdom to help 

students learn more effectively (Furqon, 2012). It is the 

actualization of learning aimed at cultivating the values of local 

wisdom (Hasan et al., 2021). Ethnopedagogy views local wisdom 

as a source of innovation and skills that contains a collection of 

facts, concepts of belief, and community perceptions related to the 

surrounding world that can be empowered for the benefit of the 

community, especially in solving everyday problems (Furqon, 

2012). 

The term ethnopedagogic comes from two combinations of 



 

 
 

147 

ethno words which mean ethnic or local, while the word 

pedagogy has the meaning of education and teaching (Sudaryat, 

2015). It plays an important role in technology-based education as 

a cultural activity and classroom culture (Akmal, 2017). The 

application in education must always consider global culture, so 

that the educational process can be carried out holistically in order 

to achieve optimal educational results.  

Ethnopedagogy is a valuable educational concept 

developed. It is understood as learning based on cultural values, 

which are intercultural or intercultural (Khusainov & Galimov, 

2014). Students achieve beneficial learning through the 

elaboration of cultural values. Foreign language learning and 

target culture will significantly affect student behavior, if not 

accompanied by promoting student awareness and adherence to 

preserved local wisdom (Tyas, 2018).  

Defining the ethnopedagogical competence of the future 

primary school teacher as an integral characteristic that includes a 

set of components representing a set of personal qualities, skills 

formed based on ethnopedagogical knowledge and skills required 

in the ethnopedagogical activity of the future teacher. In a 

multinational space, and constantly focused on learning new 

knowledge. Using Ethnopedagogy in teaching English from an 

early age is important. Educators have to take part and have 

commitment to work hand in hand to promote and maintain the 

local culture, which is rich in noble ideals. It would become 

isolated by itself and lose its diversity and richness.  

Ethnopedagogy is a learning trend that integrates learning 

and local knowledge, including in English lessons (Susila et al., 

2019). Children's ability to learn English can increase the 

introduction and understanding of local culture. Ethnopedagogy 

in learning English will encourage children to introduce their 

ancestral culture and traditions to native English speakers 

(Charlotte, 2014). 

In the learning process, teachers adopt and apply teaching 
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models learned from experts in other countries and neglect the 

socio-cultural background of their students (Akmal, 2017).  In 

some context, ethnopedagogy was not fully applied in schools 

because intercultural competence should be privileged in English 

lessons and this aspect is not yet found in teaching practice 

(Mutoharoh, 2022). In the school setting, educators prefer 

teaching materials that feature foreign figures because these 

materials are easy to find, rather than those based on local stories 

(Santoso* et al., 2014). Visions in children's memory are closely 

related to Western fantasy figures, such as Avengers, Iron Man, 

Spiderman, Superman, Batman, Hulk, Pinocchio, Cinderella, and 

others. 

Local wisdom is also defined as a way of life and 

knowledge and various life strategies as activities carried out by 

local communities in responding to various problems in meeting 

their needs (Gunansyah et al., 2018). It is important for educators 

- teachers–to be aware of the world of students today. Using local 

natives in the classroom can give the teacher the opportunity to 

design and develop authentic and relevant teaching materials 

(Akmal, 2017). The cultural and environmental experiences lived 

by the students will form characters, models of daily behavior. 

Using Ethnopedagogy will embrace the students' cultures to help 

them learn the subjects and skills taught in school (Gollnick & 

Chinn, 2013). 

The different cultures of the community play an important 

role as a source of learning based on local wisdom. 

Ethnopedagogy is the update focused on education and learning 

the values of local wisdom. Research on ethno-pedagogical values 

is important as an expression of concern for national identity. 

During this period, ethno-pedagogical values emerged from oral 

traditions, both as victory, motto and packaged as folk songs 

(Hariyadi et al., 2019).  

Motivate students, develop independent students, and 

promote cultural awareness. Therefore, the use of integrated 
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mobile learning with an ethno-pedagogical approach is suitable 

for using with students who have learning difficulties, such as 

difficulties in obtaining learning resources, usually those students 

in remote regions (Cahyana et al., 2020). 

Local culture can be used as a means, media, and even 

English language learning materials. For example, children can be 

trained to introduce culture, customs, or traditions at home or in 

their village by speaking English. Introducing the names of fruits 

in Indonesia, various traditional games, various regional clothing 

can be introduced to children in learning English vocabulary. 

Increasing children's understanding of local culture through 

learning English (Charlotte, 2014). 

Developing student skills is relatively crucial as part of 

their workplace readiness and the dynamics of change in the 

workplace (Subekti et al., 2018). Ethnopedagogy is community 

responsibility in education. It is an educational phenomenon that 

grows and develops in ethnic culture. Ethnopedagogy is stressed 

by written and unwritten norms that every ethnic member must 

adhere to. It is education sourced from the cultural values of an 

ethnicity and becomes a standard of behavior (Abbas, 2013). 

It can be concluded that ethnopedagogy is an educational 

practice based on local cultural wisdom as a source of innovation 

in the culture-based education of local communities. Ethno-

pedagogy is based on values that emerged and shared by the local 

community, so that these values are progressively incorporated 

into different aspects of the same community life (Rozy et al., 

2022). 

Ethno-pedagogy helps to solve the problem of the practical 

use of conceptual frameworks and of the best methods of 

environmental education and training of the younger generations, 

developed by different peoples over the centuries (Khusainov et 

al., 2015). It is the challenge for future teachers to have a global 

vision while remaining culturally and morally (Akmal, 2017). The 

ethno-pedagogical training of the future primary school teacher 
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should be an integrated system and carried out interdisciplinary, 

including ethno-didactic units in the disciplines of all stages of the 

state education standard of higher education (Sayfiddinovich, 

2021). 

Thus, ethnopedagogic-based education terminology 

becomes an appropriate term for understanding ethnic cultures 

rich in local wisdom values that reflect the identity of the ethnic 

group or nation. It considers local knowledge and wisdom as 

"education as a cultural activity" and "the culture of teaching". 

Ethno-pedagogy is also an effective way to cope with the 

embodiment of radicalism and terrorism. The contextualization of 

local cultural values in civic education can interpret local wisdom 

based on humanity, so that exclusive political piety can be 

reproduced in political piety based on social, cultural and 

environmental (M & Effendi, 2020). 

 

B. The Buginese caltural values; Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, 

Sipakainge 

Education must be able to provide answers to changing 

times, this means that education must have a future orientation 

(Abbas, 2013). In today's 21st century, the role of higher 

education becomes critical in equipping students, especially 

forward-thinking teachers, with the ability to play an active role in 

skill development. The skills that 21st century skills educators 

need are critical thinking, problem solving, collaborative learning, 

student-centered learning, and digital literacy (Kennedy et al., 

2015). The main task of education is to educate students to 

prepare them for a successful life in the challenging 21st century 

(digital age) (Suwono, 2013). So that it is important for educators 

- teachers–to be aware of the world of students today. 

The Bugis tribe, in South Sulawesi, has a local wisdom 

known as Sipakatau, Silapakebbi, Sipakainge which has a sense 

of attitude to consider the same degree, appreciate and respect 

differences in views and beliefs (Amitra, 2019). This attitude 
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teaches individuals how to achieve success and relate with fellow 

human beings, because success cannot be achieved without 

cooperation and interaction with the people in their environment. 

These values emphasize efforts to humanize each other, remind 

each other, and respect each other. The application of the three 

attitudes is considered being make personal matters easier (Andi 

Halima et al., 2021). 

Individuals interacting in society always try to be a good 

and responsible person. These characteristics make individuals 

accepted by the social environment. Association with fellow 

human beings, regulated in social guidelines in Bugis tribes in 

South Sulawesi through the values of Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, 

Sikapakainge. 

1. Sipakatau 

Sipakatau is a value or character teaching that focuses on 

humanizing each other (Rahim, 2019). Here, attitude can be 

understood as a teaching of mutual respect and respect for fellow 

human beings. The noble value of sipakatau mandates that the 

dividing wall of difference must be removed. Discrimination 

against differences in ethnicity, religion, race, and between groups 

must also be eliminated in order to create harmony in life. 

Attitude values or have a focus if someone wants to be respected 

and appreciated by others, so he must respect and respect other 

people (Anggraeni et al., 2020). 

Sipakatau, mutual respect is a human trait man. 

Sipakatau's values show that Bugis culture positions humans as 

God's noble creatures and, therefore, humans must be respected 

and treated well. Sipakatau culture contains what values placing 

anyone in a position as a human being where this teaching is in 

line with religion. 

Sipakatau is a reflection to always respect each other and 

not hostile to each other (Herlin et al., 2020). Sipakatau is a 

concept that views every human being person, so that it is 

inappropriate to treat others beyond the proper treatment for 
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humans. The concept looks at people with all their respect. 

Anyone, with any social condition, with whatever physical 

condition he has, he deserves to be treated as a human being and 

the rights attached to it. Seeing others as individuals sees 

themselves as fellow human (Andi Halima et al., 2021). 

2. Sipakalebbi 

Sipakalebbi is a value which is mutual respect for each 

other (Anggraeni et al., 2020). Here, we can understand that 

people are creatures who love praised and appreciated for his 

efforts, which should be, in this case, rewarded for an 

achievement. The type of mutual respect is not seen miss each 

other. 

Mutual respect is tolerance among others as a natural thing 

and does not violate human rights other human beings, where one 

person considers the existence of another as a part of from the 

environment, just like himself, are not mutually hostile or harmful 

between fellow human beings and do not consider other humans 

are not inferior to him (P. Putra et al., 2021). 

Sipakalebbi is mutual respect and praise, meaning love 

each other and help each other create an atmosphere of kinship, 

cooperation, and regardless of social status, this culture proves 

that the principles The state process is the principle of gotong 

royong (Herlin et al., 2020). Sipakalebbi is an illustration for 

living life in society to always respect each other fellow human 

beings, because with mutual respect, individual relationships with 

others will be closer and further away from enmity and hatred. 

Sipakalebbi refers to the concept that views humans as 

likes to be praised and treated well and deservedly. So that 

Buginese people will not treat other humans as they are, but view 

humans with everything the advantages. Praising each other will 

create a pleasant and exciting atmosphere, so that anyone who is 

in that condition will be happy and excited (Andi Halima et al., 

2021). 
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3. Sipakainge 

The Sipakainge value adopted by the Buginese tribe 

means that every human being has pros and cons to remember a 

companion. Sipakainge is a value realized to minimize violations 

norms in society (Maida, 2016). It is an action to always remind 

each other, reprimand each other, evaluate each other, and guide 

each other to the right things. 

Sipakainge refers to a reminder if you fall into or are 

tempted by actions that violate norms, such as corruption or 

immorality. Remind each other to be important to relatives, 

partners, or his best friend (Andi Halima et al., 2021). 

Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, Sipakainge, became the basic 

capital in Buginese human relations with other humans. Siri' 

which is the honor of every Buginese man will always be guarded 

and maintained with the concept of Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, 

Sipakainge Mutual value humanize and respect others and have 

the same rights to be treated well behind the concept of moral 

disengagement (dehumanization, victim attribution) (Doramajian, 

2014). Increase moral sensitivity through Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, 

Sipakainge is assumed to contribute to maximize the society's role 

from being passive to being more active in action.  

Sipakatau, Sipakalebbi, Sipakainge values are moral 

values that can be internalized and strengthened in the family and 

society. This value is also in line with program implementation 

anti-bullying. Respect each other, remind each other, and respect 

each other in line with values important character to prevent 

individuals from taking sides with asocial and immoral behavior 

like bullying (Herlin et al., 2020). 

In the relation to the learning context of pre-service 

teachers, these values are important to understand, especially for 

Buginese or others who want to be teachers in South Sulawesi 

specifically. That is because the values are rooted in and upheld 

by the local community. Bringing them to the teaching-learning 

process will help students to understand and believe that they 
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have their own culture. Learning a foreign language does not 

mean they adopt the whole foreign culture and behave like them. 

They learn foreign language to know other cultures and to 

increase capacity, experience, abilities and expand relationships 

globally. Students learn without leaving their home culture. It is 

important to instill the belief that their culture is a culture of 

courtesy, upholding family values, and mutual respect for fellow 

human beings. So that students are not easily influenced by 

foreign cultures that are not under their beliefs and local wisdom. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Using Buginese local wisdom sipakatau, sipakalebbi, 

sipakainge, is important to introduce as ethnopedagogy to pre-

service teachers to increase insight into culture and its application 

in learning. By this, the candidate of teacher will have better 

awareness towards the local wisdom and they understand the 

application of the cultural value in the teaching process. They will 

have the belief that without leaving their local culture, students 

can study. Teachers must instill in their students that they live in a 

cultured society that adheres to local cultural norms in order to 

prevent them from being influenced by cultures from other 

countries that are in conflict with their local wisdom and beliefs. 
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