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ABSTRACT 

Indah Khairunniza. Error Analysis on Using Simple Present Tense in Writing 

Descriptive Text by the Tenth Grade Students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang 

(Supervised by Magdahalena Tjalla and Abdul Haris Sunubi) 

The aim of this research is to identify the students‟ error in writing descriptive 

text using simple present tense. This research are focus to find out the types of error 

in the descriptive writing using simple present tense made by the tenth grade students 

of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang, and to find out the most dominant error in the 

descriptive writing using simple present tense made by the students.  

This research used descriptive quantitative method. The sample of this 

research was 30 students of class X.1 that were taken by using simple random 

sampling. The data collected from students‟ writing test in google form that 

distributed to the students via WhatsApp group chat.  

The finding of this research showed that there were four types of errors that 

found in students‟ descriptive text with the total of 161 errors which consist of 

omission errors were 88 errors, addition were 14 errors, misformation are 53 errors 

and misordering are 6 errors. The dominant error in this research was omission error 

with the percentage was 54,7%. 

 

Keywords: Error analysis, simple present tense, descriptive text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

Language is an important aspect of human life. It is utilized as a primary 

instrument for communication. Language may convey our ideas and information 

to others while also assisting us in receiving information. Every country has its 

own language, and we need a universal language to connect with other people 

around the world. 

In worldwide communication, English is the most extensively used 

language. As an international language, English becomes one of the most 

essential courses taught at all educational levels today. To become proficient in 

in English, students must practice 4 language skills: Speaking, Reading, 

Listening and Writing. Writing is one of the crucial skills to master since it is 

used to convey information that is truthful, effective and entertaining by 

expressing thoughts and opinions in methodical manner and in accordance with 

established guidelines.
1
 Writing is not an easy skill for students, there are 

various procedures they must follow to produce high-quality writing.
2
 Writing 

becomes a difficult skill, because to master in writing, students have to master 

both vocabulary and grammar to construct correct sentences structurally.  

  

                                                             
1
 Indah Lestari, Error Analysis of Simple Present in Writing Descriptive Text (ELTICS 

JOURNAL Vol.5, No.2, 2020) p.1. 
2
 Tuti, et al., An Error Analysis in Writing Recount Text At SMPN 02 Sepauk, INOVISH 

JOURNAL, 7.1 (2022) p. 91-92. 
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Writing is the process of communicating in written form through the use 

of symbols such as letters, alphabet, punctuation, and space.
3
 It is important to 

understand the use of proper grammar to write clearly. In other words, writing 

and grammar are two inseparable things. Grammar is crucial because it provides 

meaning to language.
4
 Grammar consists of a language‟s fundamental principles 

for modifying the form of words and combining them into sentences.
5
 To master 

the English language, it is very important to learn about grammar because it can 

help students to be able to make a sentence correctly. So grammar is an 

important thing in writing skill, because the reader will easily understand the 

ideas conveyed by using a good grammar. But nowadays, many students have 

problems in understanding grammar and this causes students to often make 

errors in learning English. 

Errors in writing might occur when students do not understand how to 

use grammar correctly. Error is an innacurate or a mismatch of the rules. Errors 

frequently comitted by students and non-native speakers who have not mastered 

all aspects of grammar properly.
6
 So it means the students especially a non 

native speaker students might making errors first to understand the English 

rules. Making an error is basically a human process especially for the students 

who are still learning. Therefore, error analysis is required to for the teachers to 

                                                             
3
 Tara Benwell, What is Writing?, https:///www.englishclub.com/writing/what.htm , (diakses 

pada Jumat, 5 Agustus 2022 pukul 13.47) 
4
 Ihda Atira Muis, An Error Analysis of Using Present Tense by The Tenth Grade Students of 

Senior High School in Writing Descriptive Text at MAN 2 Model Medan, (Unpublished UIN Sumatera 

Utara, 2019), p.2.  
5
 Oxford Learner‟s Dictionaries, Definition of Grammar, 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/grammar , (diakses pada 22 November 

2022 pukul 07.51). 
6
 Ratna Agustin, et al., The Analysis of Grammatical Errors on Students’ Essay Writing by 

Using Grammarly, Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Proficiency, 4.1 (2022), p.41.  

https://www.englishclub.com/writing/what.htm
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/grammar


3 
 

 
 

analyze students‟ errors. Error analysis is a set of processes for recognizing, 

describing, and explaining the errors made by the learners.
7
 This is important for 

the teachers because through this process, teacher can identify what errors are 

made by the learners and find the solutions to solve the students‟ error. 

For Indonesian students, the difference between Indonesian and English 

grammar becomes one of the problems faced. The usage of verbs in Indonesian 

language is not strictly regulated. In English, however, there are other 

regulations that must be followed, epecially with the usage of tenses that express 

actions within a specific time frame.  

One of the most used tenses is simple present tense. There are two 

primary uses for simple present tense. The first is to describe an activity that is 

occuring right now, and the second is to describe something that occurs 

frequently.
8
 Therefore, simple present tense is employed to describe situations 

or actions that do not chave regularly, such as routines and habits. Aditionally, 

simple present tense can be employed to express an opinion or to make a general 

statement. Simple present tense is the basic sentence but becomes one of the 

important tenses because it is used to express daily habit. Having a good 

knowledge in simple present tense will help the students to make a correct 

sentences so that they can express their opinion or tell about daily habits 

correctly. 

                                                             
7
 Ellis, “The Grammatical Errors on The Paragraph Writing‟, Nadiahma‟mun, Jurnal Vision, 

5.1 (2016), p.98. 
8
 Grammarly, Simple Present Tense: How to Use It, with Examples, 

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/simple-present/ , (diakses pada Selasa, 22 November 2022 pukul 

10.00). 

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/simple-present/
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Based on the researcher‟s observation in UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang, 

the students still find some difficulties in making sentence using simple present 

tense. It is found that students often make errors especially in using subject-verb 

agreement, or how to use the correct auxiliaries in the sentence. Another error 

like incorrect placement of word are still made by students sometimes. This 

happened because they still do not clearly understand the rule of simple present 

tense. 

Descriptive text is one of the text that uses simple present tense. 

Descriptive text explains something such as a person, place, or daily activity. 

Students must comprehend the simple present tense in order to create effective 

descriptive texts, because simple present tense is the fundamental guideline for 

describing anything or describing daily activities. 

Based on the explanations above, the researcher thinks that it is 

important to do an error analysis to identify the errors that the students made. 

Therefore, the researcher would like to perform a study with the title “Error 

Analysis on Using Simple Present Tense in Writing Descriptive Text Made by 

Tenth Grade Students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang”. This research is aimed 

to analyze the students error on using simple present tense in writing descriptive 

text. 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background of the research, the researcher formulated the 

problem statements as follows: 

1. What are the types of error found in the descriptive text using simple present 

tense written by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang? 



5 
 

 
 

2. What is the dominant error found in the descriptive text using simple present 

tense written by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang? 

C. The Objective of the Research 

Based on the questions above the researcher formulates the objective of 

the research as follows: 

1. To describe the types of error found in the descriptive text using simple 

present tense written by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 

Pinrang. 

2. To find out the dominant errors in the descriptive text using simple present 

tense written by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

D. The Significance of the Research 

The significance of this research is hopefully give contribution for: 

1. Teachers 

This research can provide some information about the students‟ error 

on using simple present tense in writing descriptive text so that teacher can 

find the solution to improve the teaching of English Grammar. 

2. Students 

Through this study, the students can improve their writing ability 

especially on using simple present tense in writing descriptive text. 

3. For the other researcher 

This research can be used as the reference of relevant research.  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Review of Relevant Research Results 

Some reseachers had conducted researches that focused on error analysis as 

follows: 

The first research was conducted by Khairunia Gusti (2021) by the title 

“An Error Analysis of Simple Present Tense on Descriptive Writing Made By 

Eight Grade Students Mts Nurussa‟adah Kota Jambi” her research was aimed to 

describe error analysis of simple present tense on descriptive text made by the 

students. She conducted descriptive qualitative method with documentation as the 

technique of data collecting. The researcher found that there were six types of 

errors that the students made in writing descriptive text with a total of 73 errors 

which consist of errors in Omission of Verb Inflection are 21, Omission of 

auxiliary verbs are 5, Misinformation Error using simple present tense form are 20 

errors, Misinformation Error on object are 4 errors, Misinformation error on using 

to be are 20 errors, and simple present tense error are 3 errors.
9
 

The second research was from a journal with the title “An Error Analysis in 

Using Simple Present Tense in Writing Descriptive Text by the Eighth Grade 

Students of SMP Hang Tuah Manado” conducted by Nur Halimah, Nirmala 

Nemin Kaharuddin and Vivi Dyah Rahmawati (2021) the research was aimed to 

analyze students‟ error in using simple present tense especially in the use of verb 

be and verb I in writing descriptive text. They focused on one of error 

                                                             
9
 Khairunia Gusti, An Error Analysis of Simple Present Tense on Descriptive Writing Made 

by the Eight Grade Students of MTs Nurussa’adah Kota Jambi, (Faculty of Education and Teachers 

Training: UIN Sultan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi, 2021). 
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classifications by Dulay named misformation error. The result of the research 

indicate that the total errors committed by 32 students were 329 out of 655 items 

with the percentage was 46.84%. The use of verb be and verb in simple present 

tense that contains the most error is verb with 169 by the percentage was 47.98%. 

It is followed by the use verb be with 160 frequency and percentage of error like 

45.70%.
10

 

The two previous research was also studied about error analysis on using 

simple present tense in students‟ descriptive writing, but there are some 

differences of theory that used to analyze the students error. The first previous 

research used Ellis‟ theory that only used 3 types of errors namely omission, 

misformation and misordering. The first previous research also added one type of 

error namely simple present tense error. Meanwhile the second previous research 

used the same theory with the theory that used in this study. Both the two studies 

use Dulay‟s surface strategy taxonomy, but the second previous research only 

focused in misformation error while this study discussed about all four types of 

errors based on Dulay‟s surface strategy taxonomy. 

B. Some Pertinent Ideas 

1. Writing 

a. Definition of Writing 

Writing, which is one of the four language skills in learning 

becomes the important form of communication in daily life beside 

speaking, especially in school and college. Writing is a whole brain activity 

                                                             
10

 Nur Halimah, et al., An Error Analysis in Using Simple Present Tense in Writing 

Descriptive Text by the Eigtht Grade Students of SMP Hang Tuah Manado, IJRETAL JOURNAL, 2.1 

(2021). 
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that requires the formulation and organization of ideas in the correct terms 

in order to deliver and explain the writer‟s goals to the reader on paper.
11

 

Writing is a technique that enables writers to express their ideas, opinions, 

and proposals in a readable manner. It is the language ability concerned 

with the transition from oral to written language.
12

 

Writing is also one of the most difficult skills to master especially 

for EFL students, many students consider that mastering writing skill is a 

difficult thing to achieve. There are some grammatical rules that need to be 

understood before doing the writing process. It is important to note so that 

the ideas that are written can be delivered well to the readers. 

Based on the explanations above, the researcher concludes that 

writing is one of the important skill among the four English language skills. 

Writing is a process of producing our ideas into a written form. In the 

process of writing, students should pay attention to grammatical rules in 

order to deliver a clear information. That is the reason why writing become 

one of the difficult skills for the students. In other words, writing is about 

conveying messages clearly in written form by paying attention to the use 

of correct grammar and vocabularies. 

 

 

 

                                                             
11

 Surta Deviana Pasaribu, Students’ Grammatical Errors in Writing Procedural Text: A Case 

Study in SMA Yayasan Perguruan Tinggi Tri Sakti Laguboti, (University of Sumatera Utara Medan, 

2018). p. 15. 
12

 Syarifah, “Error Analysis of Affixation on Eleventh Grade Students in Writing Analytical 

Exposition Text”, Unpublished Thesis, Medan: State University of Medan, 2015, p.29. 
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b. Process of Writing 

There are four main elements of the process of writing: 

1.) Planning 

Before starting to write, the writers think and decide what 

topic they are going to write. Then the writers make a preliminary 

notes, or just make a planning in their heads about the topic. 

2.) Drafting 

Drafting means putting ideas into words and paragraphs on 

paper. Drafting is essential to the writing process since it assists the 

writer in composing their ideas. 

3.) Editing 

In this step, the writer rereads the draft they have written to 

discover the flaw in what they have written and the writer may 

change it,  such as unclear informations, wrong grammar, 

inappropriate diction, etc. 

4.) Final Version 

This is the final writing step. Due to modifications made 

during the editing process, the final writing product of this step 

may be differ visually from the first draft that was created 

previously. After that, the writer is prepared to offer the writing 

product to the readers. 
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2. Descriptive Text 

a. Definition of Descriptive Text 

Descriptive involves describing the features of a person or 

something.
13

 Descriptive text is a text that consists of description, 

characteristics, or definition about something.
14

 

Descriptive or description describe about details of a particular 

person, place or thing. The purpose is to tell about something by describing 

the features as detailed as possible.  

From several definitions above, it can be concluded that descriptive 

text is a factual text which contains the explanation about person, place or 

thing. Descriptive text tells about the details of something in real without 

including someone‟s personal opinion. 

b. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 

Generic structure of a text contains the stages that the text goes 

through. There are two generic structure in descriptive text: 

1.) Identification 

The purpose of identification is to introduce and identify a 

specific participant, such as a person, thing, place, animal, or event, by 

providing the main idea of the things that will be described. 

 

 

 

                                                             
13

 Merriam Webster Dictionary, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/descriptive 

(diakses pada Minggu, 7 Agustus 2022 pukul 17.22). 
14

 Lailatul Husna, et al, eds., „An Analysis of Students‟ Writing Skill in Descriptive Text at 

Grade XI IPA of MAN 2 Padang‟, Journal English Language Teaching, 1,2 (2013). p.2. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/descriptive
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2.) Description 

This stage contains more information or explanations about the 

thing. It can be physics, characters, hobbies, activities, habitat, diet, 

location, particular parts etc.
15 

c. Language Features in Descriptive Text 

Language features are linguistic choices that influence the text‟s 

meaning. Language features assist students in writing effective paragraphs 

in accordance with grammatical and semantic rules. There are four 

language features of descriptive text: 

1.) Using simple present tense as the dominant tenses; it typically 

indicates a present action, a habitual action, a general truth, or a 

command. 

2.) Adjectives are used to modify nouns and pronouns by describing, 

identfying, or quantifying words. It explains feeling, quality, origin, 

age, size, color, etc. Descriptive text also uses adverbs as the additional 

information to nouns (participant) and verbs (actions) to provide more 

detailed description about the topic. 

3.) Focus on generic participant; it means descriptive text only focuses on 

one thing to be described. 

4.) Frequest use of linking verbs or relational process (is, are, has, have, 

belongs to) in order to classify and describe the participant‟s 

appearance or qualities and parts and functions. 

 

                                                             
15

 Wahyu Purnomo, et al,. eds., Sukses UN SMA/MA IPS (Jakarta Selatan: Kawah Media, 

2015) p.154. 
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3. Simple Present Tense 

a. Definition of Simple Present Tense 

Simple present tense is defined as a tenses that tells about general 

truth, it is also used to express habitual actions like daily activity. We use 

simple present tense to explain things that are always true or situation that 

exist now, and to explain about general statement of fact. 

Simple present tense is commonly used in everyday conversation 

and descriptive writing. Present denoted the phenomenon‟s current 

occurence. It also explains the routine behavior or general truth. Azar 

(2002) stated that the simple present tense indicates that something was 

true in the past, is true now, and will be true in the future. It contains 

factual generalizations and eternal truths. 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that simple present 

tense is a tense that we use to explain things that happen habitually like 

daily activity. Simple present tense is also used to express about present 

state and general truth. 

b. Form of Simple Present Tense 

There are two forms in simple present tense such as verbal and 

nominal. Verbal is used when the predicate in the sentence is a verb and 

nominal is used when the predicate in the sentence is a noun, pronoun, 

noun phrase, adjective or adverb. 

1.) Verbal 

Positive form 

S + V1(s/es) + O/C 
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Example: We clean our classroom every morning 

           Allen lives in Los Angeles 

Negative form 

S + do/does + not + V1 + O/C 

Example : We do not clean our classroom every morning 

                  Allen does not live in Los Angeles 

Interrogative form 

Do/does + S + V1 + O/C? 

Example: Do we clean our classroom every morning? 

                 Does Allen live in Los Angeles? 

2.) Nominal 

Positive form 

S + to be + Adjective/Adverb of Place/Noun 

Example: They are in the park 

      Kevin is funny 

Negative form 

S + to be + not + Adjective/Adverb of Place/Noun 

Example: They are not in the park 

      Kevin is not funny 

Interrogative form 

To be + S + Adjective/Adverb of Place/Noun? 

Example: Are they in the park? 

     Is Kevin funny? 
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4. Error 

a. Definition of Error 

Error is something done or written by accident that is not correct, not 

accurate, or does not give the right result.
16

 Error occurs because the learners 

do not know what the correct item is. In writing, students often make errors 

especially in grammar, this is a common thing for EFL students.  

Error is a students‟ weakness in learning both spoken or written as a 

part of conversation and composition so that deviations occur. Error is a result 

of incompetence learning and linguistic incompetency of the learners. 

Furthermore, learner‟s errors were considered as the result of the existence 

and interference of the rules of the first language.
17

 

From several explanations above, it can be concluded that error is 

students‟ failure in using the language system because of their lack of 

knowledge of language learning or the distraction of the rules of the first 

language, and error is a common thing for the students who still do not know 

how to use grammar properly  and still learning. 

b. Types of Error 

Dulay (1982) classified errors into four categories such as linguistic 

category taxonomy, surface strategy taxonomy, comparative taxonomy, and 

communicative effect taxonomy. In this study, the researcher focused on 

surface strategy taxonomy that consisting of four errors as follows: 

 

                                                             
16

 Cambridge English Dictionary, https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/error 

(diakses pada Rabu, 17 Agustus 2022 pukul 14.04) 
17

 Aqsa Jabeen, et al., eds.,  „The Role of Error Analysis in Language Teaching and Learning 

of Second and Foreign Language‟, Macrothink Institute, 1.2 (2015). p. 53-54. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/error
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1.)  Omission 

This error happened when students forget to write some important 

components when they make a sentence. They did not write the required 

component that it is necessary for their sentences which makes it 

grammatically correct. 

Example: 

 Eric play badminton every Saturday 

 Eric plays badminton every Saturday 

In this example, students forgot to put s/es in the verb for the third 

singular person. 

2.) Addition 

This error is the opposite of omission. This error happened when 

students add component that is not necessary in the sentence. 

Example: 

 I am cook meatball 

 I cook meatball 

It can be seen on the example above that students made an error by 

adding unnecessary components in the sentence. 

3.) Misformation 

This error occurs when student use wrong form of morpheme or 

structure because of their misunderstanding of language in using some forms. 

Example: 

 My favorite color is pink, blue, and white. 

 My favorite colors are pink, blue, and white. 
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From the example above, it can be seen that students still did not  use 

simple present tense properly because they do not understand the rules. They 

use wrong to be to explain plural things and also did not add „s‟ for a word 

with plural meaning. 

4.) Misordering 

Misordering error happens when students put words or phrase in 

wrong order.  

Example: 

 Louis have house big 

 Louis has a big house 

In this example, students put some words in incorrect placement in a 

sentence. 

5. Error Analysis 

Error analysis is a process that identites learners‟ errors in writing and 

speaking. Error analysis is also the study of second language and foreign 

language learners‟ errors. Error analysis is a technique for documenting the 

errors that occur in a learner‟s language, identfying whether they are systematic, 

ad if possible, explaining their causes.
18

 Error analysis consists of some actions 

like identifying, describing, and explaining the errors made by the learners.  

Error in learning language are generally caused by competency factors, 

this means that students do not understand the rules of the language used. 

Therefore, in dealing with this problem, efforts are needed to minimze language 

                                                             
18

 CARLA (Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition), Overview of Error 

Analysis, https://carla.umn.edu/learnerlanguage/error_analysis.html (diakses pada Rabu, 17 Agustus 

2022 Pukul 19.31) 
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errors in students‟ writing. This can achieved by an in-depth examination about 

the errors. The study of all aspects of language errors is called error analysis.
19

 

By doing error analysis, teacher will know what errors learners make and it may 

help learners to learn when they do a self-correct of the errors they make.  

There are four steps of error analysis explained by Ellis as follows: 

1.) Identifying Errors: In this step, teacher can compare the students‟ sentence 

with the correct ones to recognize the students‟ errors. 

2.) Describing and Classifying Errors: After identifying the errors, teachers can 

describe and classify them into types. There are several methods for 

classifying errors, with grammatical classification being the first. Theachers 

can collect all verb-related errors and then identify the various types of error. 

Identifying the ways in which learners‟ utterances differ form the 

reconstructed target-language utterances is another method. 

3.) Explaining Errors: Based on the results of the two previous steps, teacher 

can explain the cause of why the errors occur. 

4.) Error Evaluation: Finally, after doing all steps, teacher can evaluate all of the 

results to find the solution for the problems that the students faced. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
19

 Feny Oktaviani, et al, eds., ‘Analisis Kesalahan Berbahasa Indonesia Pada Karangan 

Eksposisi Kelas X MIPA (Studi Kasus di SMA Negeri 4 Surakarta), BASASTRA Jurnal Penelitian 

Bahasa, Sastra Indonesia dan Pengajarannya, 6.1, (2018), p.98. 
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C. Conceptual Framework 

A framework is an illustration of the pattern of relationships between 

concepts or variables, which provides a comprehensive picture of the research 

topic. Typically, the conceptual framework is presented in the form of a schematic 

diagram.
20

     

The conceptual framework underlying this research is designed as follows: 
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 Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam, Pedoman Penulisan Karya Ilmiah, (Parepare: Departemen 

Agama, 2013), p. 26. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design 

The researcher used descriptive quantitative research as the method in this 

research. Descriptive reasearch is the method of research that reveals the 

characteristics of the population or phenomenon under investigation. This 

approach focuses promarily on explaining the subject of study and answering what 

events or phenomena occur.
21

 Quantitative research is a systematic scientific 

investiagtion of the causal relationships between phenomena and their 

constituents. It is also defined as the sytematic investigation of phenomena using 

staticstical, mathematical, or computational techniques to collect measurable 

data.
22

 

To analyze the problem, the researcher used the procedures of error 

analysis itself. The procedures consists of identifying, classifying, describing, 

explaining and evaluating. The researcher collected the test that given to the 

students, then the researcher will find and describe the types of errors are made by 

the students. 

B. Location and Duration of the Research 

The location of this research took place in UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang and 

the duration of the research was 1 month to collect the data and analyze the data. 

 

                                                             
21 Sampoerna University, Penelitian Deskriptif, Tujuan Hingga Contohnya, 

https://www.sampoernauniversity.ac.id/id/penelitian-deskriptif-tujuan-hingga-contohnya/ (diakses 

pada Senin, 21 November 2022 pukul 23.25) 
22

 Universitas Raharja, Penelitian Kuantitatif, https://raharja.ac.id/2020/10/29/penelitian-

kuantitatif/ (diakses pada Senin, 21 November 2022 pukul 23.35) 

https://www.sampoernauniversity.ac.id/id/penelitian-deskriptif-tujuan-hingga-contohnya/
https://raharja.ac.id/2020/10/29/penelitian-kuantitatif/
https://raharja.ac.id/2020/10/29/penelitian-kuantitatif/
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C. Population and Sample 

In this research, the researcher took the tenth grade students of UPT SMA 

Negeri 2 Pinrang as the population of the research. For the sample, the researcher 

used simple random sampling technique and choose the 30 students of class X.1. 

D. Technique of Collecting Data 

Data is something collected by researcher in the form of empirical facts 

that are used to solve the problems or answer the research questions.
23

  

The purposes of this study are to find what types of error the students made 

and find the most dominant errors on using simple present tense in writing 

descriptive text by tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. In this 

research, there are some procedures to collect the data: 

1. The researcher gathered the students in a WhatsApp group 

2. The researcher gave instructions about how to write the descriptive text and 

how to submit it in Google Form 

3. The researcher shared the link of the Google Form in the WhatsApp group 

4. The researcher analyzed  the students‟ writing product  

E. Research Instrument 

A research instument is a tool used for collecting, measuring, and analyzing data 

pertinent to the research topic.
24

 In this research, the researcher used test as the 

instrument to collect the data. The test is a writing test. The writing test is in the 

form of a worksheet on Google Form that students used to submit their descriptive 

text, students wrote a descriptive text by choosing between 3 topics that has been 

                                                             
23 Sandu Siyoto, Ali Sodik, Dasar Metodologi Penelitian, (Yogyakarta: Literasi Media, 2015) 

p. 67. 
24

 Teachers College of Columbia University, Research Instrument Examples, (Published 

Study Material) p.1. 
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provided, namely “My Favorite Person”, “Beautiful Place in Pinrang” or “My 

Pet”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.1 Students‟ Writing Test on Google Form 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.2 Students‟ Writing Test on Google Form (advanced) 
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F. Technique of Data Analysis 

Data analysis is the process of searching for data and systematically 

compiling the data obtained from the results of data collection, by organizing the 

data into categories, breaking it down into units, synthesizing, compiling into 

patterns, selecting which ones are important and what will be studied, and drawing 

conclusions in a manner that is easily understood by the researcher and others.
25

 

The process of data analysis is based on Ellis‟ statement about four steps process 

of error analysis as follows: 

1. Identifying Errors 

The researcher read the students‟ writing product and identify the 

errors that they made. 

2. Classifying and Describing Errors 

After identifying the students‟ error, the researcher will classify them 

into the types of errors and describe them. 

3. Explaining Errors 

In this step, the researcher explained the errors and give some 

explanation about the cause of the errors. 

4. Error Evaluation 

Finally, the researcher evaluated the errors. 

 

 

 

                                                             
25 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, (Bandung: Alfabeta, 2018), p.482. 
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In analyzing the data, the researcher also used percentage to see each 

percentage of the 4 kinds of errors and then find the dominant errors. The researcher 

used the formula proposed by Anas Sudjiono.  

 

 

  
 

 
        

 P = Percentage 

 F = Frequency of error that occurred 

 N = Number of cases (total frequent / total individual) 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings 

The finding of the research contains the description of the data that has 

been collected and analyzed which answered the research question formulated in 

the first chapter. Based on the research that conducted in the tenth grade students 

of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang, the researcher finally found the result of 

students‟ errors in writing descriptive text using simple present tense. The data 

collected from a writing test that was given to 30 students of class X.1 and the 

researcher used Ellis‟ theory (1997) to analyze the data. 

1. Types of Errors Found in Students’ Descriptive Text 

In this study, the researcher used Dulay‟s Surface Strategy 

Taxonomy to identify and classify the types of errors that students made in 

writing descriptive text using simple present tense. According to Dulay‟s 

Surface Strategy Taxonomy, there are four types of error that found in 

students‟ writing test consist of omission, addition, misformation and 

misordering.
26

 The result of errors made by each students will be displayed 

in the table below. 

Table 4.1 Students‟ error identification 

No 
Students' 

Name 
(Initial) 

Omission 
Additio

n 
Misform

ation 
Misorde

ring 
Total 

1 ABP 7 1 2 - 10 

2 NHD 2 - 1 - 3 

3 MAR 1 2 1 - 4 

4 AA 2 - - - 2 

                                                             
26 Heidi Dulay, et al., eds., Language Two (New York: Oxford University Press, 1982). 
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5 NHK 5 - 2 - 7 

6 AN 5 - 1 2 8 

7 ARN 1 - 3 - 4 

8 AAT 6 - 3 - 9 

9 NRM 2 - - - 2 

10 MIK 4 2 1 - 7 

11 HAR 1 - 1 1 3 

12 SSY 3 - - - 3 

13 IDY 1 - - - 1 

14 AAM 1 - - - 1 

15 AY 3 - 1 - 4 

16 MTR 3 1 - 1 5 

17 MIR 3 - 9 - 12 

18 NVT - 1 3 - 4 

19 STN - - - - 0 

20 MLD 6 - 5 1 12 

21 ASD 5 - 3 - 8 

22 ADP 2 1 4 - 7 

23 NHA - - 2 - 2 

24 ALY 1 - 1 - 2 

25 JWI 1 2 3 - 6 

26 SFM 5 - 3 1 9 

27 NFD 6 1 2 - 9 

28 MZA 4 - - - 4 

29 IS 5 - 1 - 6 

30 ZSY 3 3 1 - 7 

  Total 88 14 53 6 161 

Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA 

Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

The table showed that there were 161 total cases of errors made by 

students in writing descriptive text using simple present tense where the total 

of errors were divided into 4 types of errors namely omission that consist of 
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88 errors, addition consist of 14 errors, misformation consist of 53 errors and 

misordering consist of 6 errors. 

After obtaining the data, the researcher found that there were four 

types of errors found in the students‟ descriptive text based on surface 

strategy taxonomy by Dulay namely Omission, Addition, Misformation and 

Misordering. Then, the researcher classified and described each types of 

errors and give reconstruction. The following data will be displayed in the 

form of table for each type of errors. 

a. Omission Error 

Table 4.2 Students‟ Error in Omission 

Students' Sentence Reconstruction 

1.) It can angry. It can be angry. 

2.) My cat become docile. My cat becomes docile. 

3.) When I call it names. When I call its name. 

4.) It come to me mewing. It comes to me mewing. 

5.) And if night fall. And if night falls. 

6.) My cat sleep in my bed. My cat sleeps in my bed. 

7.) She live near my house. She lives near my house. 

8.) She always help me. She always helps me. 

9.) He will fall sleep. He will fall asleep. 
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10.) Many people come to look the 
view because very beautiful. 

Many people come to look the 
view because it is very beautiful. 

11.) The sea very clean. The sea is very clean. 

12.) She is 2 year old. She is 2 years old. 

13.) It make her look cute. It makes her looks cute. 

14.) She like to play with me. She likes to play with me. 

15.) She always play with that doll. She always plays with that doll. 

16.) She play alone or watch 
cocomelon. 

She plays alone or watch 
cocomelon. 

17.) Location is in Data. The location is in Data. 

18.) It is beach beautiful. It is a beautiful beach. 

19.) My brother like to play. My brother likes to play. 

20.) He like to make a sand castle. He likes to make a sand castle. 

21.) There are many tree. There are many trees. 

22.) What impressed me the most 
beautiful scenery. 

What impressed me the most is 

the beautiful scenery. 

23.) She live in Pinrang. She lives in Pinrang. 

24.) She teach us every 
Wednesday. 

She teaches us every Wednesday. 

25.) She explain the lesson. She explains the lesson. 

26.) Sometimes she bring some 
chocolates. 

Sometimes she brings some 
chocolates. 
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27.) Mrs. Nelly make me love 
English. 

Mrs. Nelly makes me love 
English. 

28.) She never angry to us. She is never angry to us. 

29.) My father put some fish. My father puts some fish. 

30.) It is three month old fish. It is three months old fish. 

31.) It always swim around the 
pond. 

It always swims around the pond. 

32.) Piko also eat well. Piko also eats well. 

33.) I have two bird in my home. I have two birds in my home. 

34.) He also good at cooking. He is also good at cooking. 

35.) He often cook delicious food. He often cooks delicious food. 

36.) He also good at carpentry. He is also good at carpentry. 

37.) So I decided to bring him 
home and take care until now. 

So I decided to bring him home 
and take care of him until now. 

38.) She always helps me everyday 

starting with helping me with 

assignments, reminding me to pray. 

She always helps me everyday 

starting with helping me with 

assignments and reminding me to 

pray. 

39.) The name of BTS fans is army. The name of BTS' fans is army. 

40.) Has cool air. It has cool air. 

41.) Inside there are 35 of our 

students. 

Inside the class there are 35 of 

our students. 

42.) Big glass window. It has big glass window. 
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43.) She always finish her food. She always finishes her food. 

44.) She eat well. She eats well. 

45.) I hope she always healthy. I hope she is always healthy. 

46.) She is a female of the angora 

type and soft fur. 

She is a female of the angora type 

and she has soft fur. 

47.) She only drink water. She only drinks water. 

48.) She grow up into adulthood. She grows up into an adult. 

49.) My mom dad they are the 
favorite person in my life. 

My mom and dad they are the 
favorite people in my life. 

50.) They kitten cute. They are cute kittens. 

51.) My kitten also always play in 
the home. 

My kitten also always plays in the 
home. 

52.) My kitten always sleep in 

matress. 

My kitten always sleeps in the 

matress. 

53.) My kitten always sleep in near 
me. 

My kitten always sleeps in near 
me. 

54.) My kitten know if I want to 

eat. 
My kitten knows if I want to eat. 

55.) If my kitten hear voice plate. 
If my kitten hears the sound of 
the plate. 

56.) He had different eye colors 

from other cats its green and blue. 

He had different eye colors from 

other cats it is green and blue. 

57.) Kitty's mother are cat that I 

picked up from the side of the road. 

Kitty's mother is a cat that I 

picked up from the side of the 

road. 

58.) Mom Kitty wear shoes. Kitty's Mom wears shoes. 
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59.) Kitty Mom has white fur. Kitty's Mom has white fur. 

60.) I feed Kitty mom everytime 

she comes home. 

I feed Kitty's Mom everytime she 

comes home. 

61.) He can rap, beautiful voice. 
He can do rap and has beautiful 
voice. 

62.) Can play some instruments like 

drum, guitar. 

He can play some instruments like 

drum and guitar. 

63.) His is very long. His tail is very long. 

64.) The mustache is long and thick 

and have blue eyes. 

The mustache is long and thick 

and it has blue eyes. 

65.) Ria Ricis is woman is 
mentioned everywhere. 

Ria Ricis is a woman that is 
mentioned everywhere. 

66.) She is know to many people. She is known by many people. 

67.) Ricis always wear hijab. Ricis always wears hijab. 

68.) Ricis full name is Ria Yunita. Ricis' full name is Ria Yunita. 

69.) Was born in 1995. She was born in 1995. 

70.) She cook delicious food. She cooks delicious food. 

71.) She is always take care of my 
family. 

She always takes care of my 
family. 

72.) She like to teach us. She likes to teach us. 

73.) She love all of family 
members. 

She loves all of family members. 

74.) She like to collect flowers. She likes to collect flowers. 

75.) She like to spend her time in 
the garden. 

She likes to spend her time in the 
garden. 
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76.) My father buy the hamster for 
me. 

My father buys the hamster for 
me. 

77.) He is very small, about 8 

centimeter. 

He is very small, about 8 

centimeters. 

78.) He always sleep in his cage 
everyday. 

He always sleeps in his cage 
everyday. 

79.) He will not bored. He will not be bored. 

80.) Kevin like to eat fish. Kevin likes to eat fish. 

81.) He is so cute when he ask for 

food. 

He is so cute when he asks for 

food. 

82.) He also like to eat with people 
in my home. 

He also likes to eat with peope in 
my home. 

83.) He always with me in every 

situation. 

He is always with me in every 

situation. 

84.) He afraid with vechile sound. He is afraid with vechile sound. 

85.) Was born in Canada. He was born in Canada. 

86.) His voice good. His voice is good. 

87.) He will happy if someone give 

him watermelon. 

He will be happy if someone 

gives him watermelon. 

88.) She go to school in Pinrang 
city 

She goes to school in Pinrang city 

Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT 

SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

Omission is an error that occured when students forgot to write the 

important component in a sentence where that component is necessary for 

the sentence to make it gramatically correct. There are some kinds of 

omission errors that found in students‟ descriptive text: 
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1. Omission of verb inflection 

Example: “She like to collect flowers”. 

In this sentence, the student did not put suffix “-s” that is 

necessary to put in using verb for third person singular. So the correct 

sentence is “ She likes to collect flowers”. 

2. Omission of To Be 

Example: “He also good at cooking”. 

In this sentence, the student did not write the to be after the 

subject. To be is necessary in this kind of sentence, because it is used 

to link the subject and the adjective. So the correct sentence is “He is 

also good at cooking”. 

3. Omission of Plural Inflection 

Example: “She is 2 year old”. 

In this sentence, the student did not write suffix “-s” for a plural 

object (2 year). The suffix “-s” is important to write because it gives 

meaning for plural object. So the correct sentence is “She is 2 years 

old”. 

4. Omission of Subject 

Example: “Was born in 1995”. 

As we can see in the example above, that is not a complete 

sentence because there was no subject in it. This example were taken 

from a student‟s descriptive text about a woman, so the correct 

sentence that the student should write is “She was born in 1995”. 

 



33 
 

 
 

5. Omission of Conjunction 

Example: “He can play some instruments like drum, guitar”. 

In this sentence, it is important to write a conjuction to link the 

tow objects that the student wrote. So instead of writing a comma 

between the two object, it is more appropriate to use conjuction “and” 

in the sentence. So the correct sentence is “He can play some 

instruments like drum and guitar”. 

b. Addition Error 

Table 4.3 Students‟ Error in Addition 

Students' Sentences Reconstruction 

1.) When I call it names. When I call its name. 

2.) It's has a very short tail. It has a very short tail. 

3.) I am give it name Piko. I give it name Piko. 

4.) Everyday month too. Every month too. 

5.) Her long ears looks cute. Her long ears look cute. 

6.) He also can drawing. He also can draw. 

7.) It's loved to play with me. It loves to play with me. 

8.) She is always takes care of my 
family. 

She always takes care of my 
family. 

9.) He is has talent in music since 

childhood. 

He has talent in music since 

childhood. 
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10.) He is also can sing. He also can sing. 

11.) I likes him. I like him. 

12.) The song has a beutiful 
lyrics. 

The song has beautiful lyrics. 

13.) It has 2 colors of fur namely 

white white and black. 

It has 2 colors of fur namely 

white and black. 

14.) Cat I am also beautiful and 

beautiful. 
My cat is also beautiful. 

Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT 

SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

Addition is an error that occured when student write an 

unecessary component in the sentence. There are some kinds of error 

addition that found in students‟ descriptive text: 

1. Addition of To Be (am/is/are). 

Example: “She is always takes care of my family”. 

In this sentence, to be “is” is unecessary because the 

sentence is a verbal sentence that does not need any to be to explain 

the verb. So the correct sentence is “She always takes care of my 

family”. 

2. Addition of Suffix “-s” in Verb. 

Example: “I likes him” 

In this sentence, the suffix “-s” was unecessary, it is because 

the students used subject I that does not need a suffix “-s” in the 

verb. So the correct sentence is “I like him”. 
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3. Addition of Sufix “-s” in Object 

Example: “When I call it names” 

In this sentence, the suffix “-s” was unecessary because the 

object “name” in the sentence was used for a singular subject. So 

the correct sentence should be “When I call its name”. 

4. Addition of Suffix “-ing” in Verb. 

Example: “He also can drawing” 

In this sentence, the suffix “-s” was unecessary because 

there are modals (can) in the sentence. Basically, modals is always 

followed by verb 1. So the correct sentence is “He also can draw”. 

5. Addition of Article 

Example: “The song has a beautiful lyrics” 

In this sentence, the student wrote plural noun “beautiful 

lyrics” but there was an article before the noun that is unecessary. 

So the correct sentence is “The song has beautiful lyrics”. 

6. Addition of  Repeated Words. 

Example: “It has 2 colors of fur namely white white and black.” 

In this sentence, the student repeated words that are 

unecessary or only need to be written once. So the correct sentence 

is “It has 2 colors of fur namely white and black”. 
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c. Misformation Error 

Table 4.4 Students‟ Error in Misformation 

Students' Sentences Reconstruction 

1.) I give name Okta I named her Okta. 

2.) My cat don't like if there is 
new cat. 

My cat doesn't like if there is new 
cat. 

3.) It have eyes and ears very 

cute. 
It has very cute eyes and ears. 

4.) It's loved to play with me. It loves to play with me. 

5.) She have beautiful eyes and 

black wavy hair. 

She has beautiful eyes and black 

wavy hair. 

6.) She have favorite doll 
namely Hello Kitty. 

She has favorite doll namely Hello 
Kitty. 

7.) The beach have grass green. The beach has green grass. 

8.) Which are precisely in Data. Which is precisely in Data. 

9.) The name of the place are Al 

Fath Stira Paradise. 

The name of the place is Al Fath 

Stira Paradise. 

10.) While is tours offered in 
that place are: 

While the tours offered in that 
place are: 

11.) She is a English teacher. She is an English teacher. 

12.) She is beautiful and have a 
small body. 

She is beautiful and has a small 
body. 

13.) I want to be a English 

teacher. 
I want to be an English teacher. 

14.) Because they too. Because of them too. 
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15.) Its colors is red, orange and 
white. 

Its colors are red, orange and 
white. 

16.) Seniati mother is our class 

teacher. 
Mrs. Seniati is our class teacher. 

17.) She have orange and white 
all over his body. 

She has orange and white all over 
his body. 

18.) It have orange stripes on its 

forelegs. 
It has orange stripes on its forelegs. 

19.) She have a long tail. She has a long tail. 

20.) She have a pair of orange 

triangular shaped ears. 

She has a pair of orange triangular 

shaped ears. 

21.) She have claws on his feet. She has claws on her feet. 

22.) She only drink water 

because I never give him milk. 

She only drinks water because I 

never give her milk. 

23.) When he saw me walking 
she immediately ran. 

When she saw me walking she 
immediately ran. 

24.) She is very annoying but I 

still like him. 

She is very annoying but I still like 

her. 

25.) I will take care of him until 
she grow into adulthood. 

I will take care of her until she 
grows into an adult. 

26.) My mom dad they are the 

favorite person in my life. 

My mom and dad they are the 

favorite people in my life. 

27.) My kitten have hobby. My kitten has hobby. 

28.) If my kitten hear voice 

plate. 
If my kitten hears the plate sound. 

29.) My kitten too direct 

awakened and go to the kitchen. 
My kitten also wakes up 

immediately and go to the kitchen. 

30.) I gave him eat. I feed him. 

31.) My kitten tidur return. My kitten back to sleep. 
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32.) Kitty's mother are cat that I 

picked up from the side of the 

road. 

Kitty's mother is a cat that I picked 

up from the side of the road. 

33.) Mom Kitty wear shoes. Kitty's Mom wears shoes. 

34.) Mom Kitty is a very active 

cat. 
Kitty's Mom is a very active cat. 

35.) I admire it because he is so 

multitalented. 

I admire him because he is so 

multitalented. 

36.) I have a faforite person. I have a favorite person. 

37.) The are willing to work in 

the hot sun. 

They are willing to work under the 

hot sun. 

38.) The also don't let us feel 

hungry. 
They also don't let us feel hungry. 

39.) My cat usually when it's 

eaten. 
My cat usually when it eats. 

40.) Cat I am also beautiful. My cat is also beautiful. 

41.) The mustache is long and 

thick and have blue eyes. 

The mustache is long and thick and 

it has blue eyes. 

42.) She is know to many 

people. 
She is known by many people. 

43.) She figure is so easily 

recognize by many people. 

Her figure is so easily recognized 

by many people. 

44.) Because his behavior is 

funny. 

Because her behavior is funny. (the 

text is about a woman) 

45.) She have a interesting 

hobby. 
She has an interesting hobby. 

46.) She have good voice. She has good voice. 

47.) He have black and white 

fur. 
He has black and white fur. 
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48.) He will bite may leg. He will bite my leg. 

49.) His parents is musician. His parents are musician. 

50.) He has thin lips, white skin, 
beutiful eyes,.... 

He has thin lips, white skin, 
beautiful eyes,... 

51.) The song is really good and 

has a beutiful lyrics. 

The song is really good and has 

beautiful lyrics. 

52.) Kiki is a famale. Kiki is a female. 

53.) The fovorite people in my 

life. 
The favorite people in my life. 

Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT 

SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

Misformation error is an error that occured when there is a 

misuse component in the sentence. The researcher found 53 total of 

misformation error in students‟ descriptive text with the percentage was 

32,9%. There are some kinds of misformation errors that found in 

students descriptive text: 

1. Misformation of Article 

Example: “She is a English teacher”. 

There are two kinds of article, such as “a” and “an”. The 

each kind of the article has its own use, we can use “a” if the word 

after the article is started with consonant and we use “an” if the 

word after the article is started with vowels. In the example above, 

the student wrote article “a” but it is followed by a word that started 

with vowel. So the correct sentence is “She is an English teacher”. 
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2. Misformation of Subject-Verb Agreement 

Example: “She have good voice”. 

In this setence, there is a wrong form of subject-verb 

agreement. The verb “have” does not match the subject “she”. Thisr 

person singular subject should use “has” instead of “have”, so the 

correct sentence should be  “She has good voice”. 

3. Misformation of Subject 

Example: “Seniati Mother is our class teacher” 

In this sentence, the students‟ wrote “Seniati Mother” to 

describe his/her class teacher. This is an inappropriate form to use 

in writing a subject. So the correct sentence that the student should 

write is “Mrs. Seniati is our class teacher”. 

4. Misformation of Object 

Example: “She is very annoying but I still like him”. 

In this sentence, the students wrote a compound sentence. 

But there is a mismatch between the subject of the  first sentence 

and the object of the second sentence. The correct sentence that the 

student should write is “She is very annoying but I still like her”. 

5. Misformation in Translating Sentence 

Example: “My Kitten too direct awakened and go to the 

kitchen”. 

In this sentence, seems like the student translated the 

sentence word by word without paying attention to the rules of the 

target language so the error occured. The correct sentence that the 
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student should write is “My kitten also wakes up immediately 

and go to the kitchen”. 

6. Misformation in Writing a Word. 

Example: “Kiki is a Famale”. 

In this sentence, the students wrote a wrong word “famale” 

that it should be female. So the correct sentence is “Kiki is a 

female”. 

d. Misordering Error 

Table 4.5 Students‟ Error in Misordering 

Students' Sentences Reconstruction 

1.) It is beach beautiful. It is a beautiful beach. 

2.) The beach have grass green. The beach has green grass. 

3.) I put them in a cage bird. I put them in a bird cage. 

4.) She likes to run in my yard 

house. 
She likes to run in my house yard. 

5.) They kitten cute. They are cute kitten. 

6.) Other well-known artist 

Indonesian. 

Other well-known Indonesian 

artist. 

Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT 

SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

The last type of error is misodering. There were 6 total of 

misordering error that found in the students‟ descriptive text with the 

percentage is 3,7% and becomes the smallest error that occured in 

student‟s decriptive text. Misordering is an error that ocured when 

students wrote words or phrase in a wrong order. This example below is 
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the explanation of the misordering error and the explanation about how 

it became an error.  

Example: “It is beach beautiful” 

This error occurs because students do not yet understand the 

pattern of noun clauses. A noun clause‟s head must be placed at the 

end of the clause. In this sentence, the students did not understand the 

position of a modifier in a noun clause. An adjective like “beautiful” in 

this sentence should be placed before noun “beach”, so the correct 

sentence is “It is a beautiful beach”. 

2. Students’ Dominant Error in Writing Descriptive Text Using Simple 

Present Tense 

After classifying the students‟ error, the researcher then calculated 

the percentage of each type of error to find out the most dominant error that 

the students made. Tere were 88 omission error, 14 addition error, 53 

misformation error and 6 misordering error. The percentage of error will be 

displayed in the table below. 

Table 4.6 Percentage of each type of errors made by students  

No Types of Errors Total (F) 

Percentage 

(P=F/N  x 

100%) 

1 Omission 88 54,7% 

2 Misformation 53 32,9% 

3 Addition 14 8,7% 

4 Misordering 6 3,7% 

  Total 161 100% 
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Source: Students’ writing test written by the tenth grade students of UPT 

SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. 

The table above showed each percentage of the four types of errors. 

As shown in the table it can be concluded that the most dominant error that 

students made was in omission which was 54,7% total of error. Meanwhile, 

the percentage of the other errors made by the students were misformation 

was 32,9%, addition was 8,7% and misordering was 3,7%. 

B. Discussion 

The result of this research that has shown in finding prove that the 

students still find some difficulties in writing descriptive text using simple 

present tense. Various types of errors was found in students‟ descriptive text, this 

showed that the students still do not understand the rules of simple present tense 

well.  

Omission error occured because the students did not write the important 

component of the sentence. Based on the students‟ writing product, some kinds 

of omission error that the students made was because the student still did not 

understand about how to write a verb with a third person singular subject and 

how to wrote a plural object so they omitted the suffix “-s” that is necessary in 

the sentence. Another reason was because they really forgot to put subject, 

article, to be, or conjunction in the sentence. 

Addition error was also found in the students descriptive text. They wrote 

or add something unnecessary in the sentence for example, “I am give it name 

Piko” meanwhile the correct sentence should be “I give it name Piko”. The 

students wrote to be in a verbal sentence, this error happened because the 
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students still think that every type of sentences use to be after the subject 

especially the subject “I” followed by “am”.  

Misformation error occurred because the students wrote the wrong 

structure in a sentence. This error happened because the students are confused 

about what they should write so that the auxiliary verb or the article can match 

the subject. The errors also occurred due to pure errors of the students in writing 

subject or object. Beside the common misformation that occured such as 

misformation in subject, object, to be, etc, the researcher also found some 

misformation in arranging the sentences. These errors happened because the 

inability of students to choose the right word to refer to something. Another 

factor is because students still do not understand how to do translation from their 

mother language to the target language properly. Hourani stated that errors in 

English writing are caused by language transfer, which requires a process 

between the source language and the target language, this factor caused students 

need to understand more. Additionally, a student‟s mother tongue may influence 

their writing.
27

 

The last error that occurred in the students‟ descriptive text was 

misordering. This error happened when the students wrote a word or phrase in 

wrong order. The reason why this error happened because the student did not 

understand the pattern of noun phrase so they wrote the word order based on 

Indonesian sentence. 

                                                             
27 Hourani, “An Analysis of the Common Grammatical Errors in the English Writing Made 

by Secondary Male Students in the Eastern”, (Diseration Institute of Education British University 

Dubay, 2008), p: 42. 
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After finding and classifying the students‟ errors, the researcher 

accumulated the each types of error with percentage formula. The findings 

showed that the highest percentage of error was in omission error. Omission error 

is an error that happened when students forgot to write some important 

components when they make a sentence. The total of omission error that occured 

was 88 among 161 errors with the percentage was 54,7%. This made omission 

became the most dominat error that occured in students‟ descriptive text. This 

type of error caused because students did not understand or forgot to write down 

components that are considered important in writing sentences. 

The result of this research is different from previous research. The first is 

the research conducted by Khairunia Gusti (2021) showed that there are 44 

misformation error that occured in students‟ descriptive text which made 

misformation error became the most dominant error that occured. And the 

research conducted by Nur Halimah, Nirmala Nemin Kaharuddin, and Vivi Dyah 

Rahmawati (2021) that focused on misformation error, the result showed that the 

dominant error was the error of using verb  which consist of 169 error with the 

percentage was 47,98%. 



 

46 
 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on findings and discussions in the chapter IV, the researcher finally 

concluded the types of errors that found in students‟ descriptive text using simple 

present tense made by the tenth grade students of UPT SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang 

and find the most dominant error made by the students. The conclutions are: 

1. There are four types of errors that found in the students‟ descriptive text 

based on surface strategy taxonomy namely omission, addition, 

misformation and misordering. The researcher found that there are 161 total 

of errors which consist of 88 omission error, 14 addition error, 53 

misformation error and 6 misordering error. This data showed that the 

student still find difficulties in using simple present tense because they still 

do not understand the rules of simple present tense well. The student still 

confused about what component that is important to write in the sentence or 

what component that is unecessary in the sentence. The influence of the 

student‟s mother language was also become the factor of the students‟ error 

in making sentence. 

2. After calculating the percentage of each error, it is found that omission is the 

most dominant error made by students in writing descriptive text using 

simple present tense with the percentage is 54,7%. Omission error occured 

because the student did not undertand or forgot to write the important 

component in the sentence. 
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B. Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion, the researcher would like to give some 

suggestions as follows: 

1. Teacher plays an important role in students‟ learning process, so through this 

study the researcher hope that the teachers can share more knowledge to the 

students and creating more innovations that can help students to learn 

grammal well. 

2. The students should practice more in writing and explore more about the 

rules of english grammar to improve their writing ability 

3. For the other researcher, this research can be a reference to conduct a 

research with the same topic with more in-depth research. 
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Appendix 1: Research Instrument 

 

 
KEMENTERIAN AGAMA REPUBLIK INDONESIA INSTITUT AGAMA 

ISLAM NEGERI PAREPARE FAKULTAS EKONOMI DAN BISNIS 

ISLAM 

Jl. Amal Bakti No. 8 Soreang 91131 Telp. (0421) 21307 

VALIDASI INSTRUMEN PENELITIAN PENULISAN 

SKRIPSI 

 
NAMA MAHASISWA                 : INDAH KHAIRUNNIZA 

NIM                                               : 16.1300.083 

FAKULTAS                                  : TARBIYAH 

PRODI                                           : TADRIS BAHASA INGGRIS 

JUDUL                                          : ERROR ANALYSIS ON USING SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE  IN 

WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT BY THE TENTH GRADE 

STUDENTS OF UPT SMA NEGERI 2 PINRANG 

               

 

STUDENTS‟ WRITING TEST 

 

 Name:.................................                  Class:............................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Choose one of the topics and write a descriptive text consist of 3 paragraphs in 

the box below! 

Topic:  1. My Favorite Person       2. Beautiful place in Pinrang      3. My Pet 
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